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Date
22-Sep-21

Ref.
U44

Nature of decision

Reason

Status Service Resp. Outcome

To be able to livestream public meetings and hold hybrid meetings

To enable live access to public meetings via the livestream and be able to hold hybrid meetings

Urgent

DoF/LE 4XGL

Urgent
OP

Decision agreed by Group Leaders
Operational decision made by officers

Glossary of Terms (Services)
CE - Chief Executive
CP - Community Partnerships
CS - Community Services
DCES - Director of Community & Environmental Services
DoF - Director of Finance
ESD - Economic and Sustainable Development
FI - Finance
HO - Housing
HR - Human Resources
LE Legal
PS Property Services
RB - Revenues & Benefits
RS - Regulatory Services

4XGL
LoC
LM
HoS
TB
KB
MC
RF
CG
KG
CH
SH
TL
CM
GM
NP
JP
KR
AS
JS
JW
U

1

To be able to obtain quotes and make an appointment to be reported to Council under Rule 11(6)

All Group Leaders
Leader of the Council
Lead Member
Head(s) of Service
Terry Baldwin
Kelly Barnard
Malcolm Clarke
Ray Figg
Charlotte Gomes
Kimberley Grout
Caroline Harris
Sarah Haythorpe
Tracy Langley
Claire May
Geof Muggeridge
Nigel Pollard
Jennie Probert
Kimberley Rowley
Alison Scott
Josh Sills
Joanne Wagstaffe
In consultation with Trade Union

Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Investment Analysis Review
August 2021
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Three Rivers District Council

Monthly Economic Summary
General Economy
Although the Flash (i.e. provisional) UK Manufacturing PMI edged down to 60.1 in August from 60.4 in July, it continued to indicate that
activity remains robust. With new order growth little changed and business expectations hitting a 3-year high, the survey suggested that
weaker manufacturing production is being caused by temporary supply issues and a lack of staff availability. In a similar vein, the Flash
Services PMI fell to 55.5 in August from 59.6 previously. The fall came despite the pace of job creation being the strongest since records
began in 1996 as staff shortages and less favourable demand conditions constrained activity. As a result, the Flash Composite PMI
(which incorporates both sectors), fell to 55.3 in August from 59.2 in July. The Construction PMI, meanwhile, (which is released one month
behind), fell to 58.7 in July from an all-time high of 66.3 in June. As with other sectors of the economy, businesses reported difficulty
meeting a surge in demand as a result of supply-chain issues and labour shortages.
GDP data for June revealed that the economy expanded by 1% m/m, exceeding consensus forecasts of a 0.8% expansion. The greater
than expected gain resulted from a 1.5% m/m rise in services output, which was partly attributable to June being the first full month of
indoor dining following the easing of COVID-19 restrictions on May 17th. In turn, June’s expansion saw the UK record growth of 4.8% q/q
in Q2, matching consensus forecasts. Whilst consumption (which expanded by 7.3% q/q) and government spending (which rose 6.1%
q/q) boosted growth, rising imports and falling exports saw trade subtract 0.7% from GDP over the quarter. Consistent with this
breakdown, the UK’s trade deficit rose to £2.5 billion in June from a revised £0.2 billion in May.
The UK’s unemployment rate eased to 4.7% in the three months to June compared to 4.8% in the previous period. However, it is worth
noting that this data relates to before the furlough scheme started to be unwound on July 1st, when firms had to start paying 10% of the
wages of their furloughed workers. That said, more up-to-date figures showed that PAYE employment in July rose by 182,000 m/m and
the claimant count fell by 7,800 m/m, providing grounds for optimism that the labour market looks set to continue its recovery. Job
vacancies also rose by 43.8% in the three months to July to a record 953,000, suggesting that staff shortages are becoming more acute.
Reflecting tightening labour market conditions, average earnings including bonuses rose 8.8% in the three months to June compared to
an upwardly revised 7.4% gain in the three months to May. However, economists estimate that base and compositional effects accounted
for 7.3% of the reported 8.8% rise.
Largely reflecting base effects, UK inflation (as measured by the Consumer Price Index), eased to 2% y/y in July from a near three-year
high of 2.5% in June and below market expectations of 2.3%. On a monthly basis, consumer prices were unchanged in July following a
0.5% increase in June and undershot market expectations of a 0.3% rise. Against this backdrop, the MPC left monetary policy unchanged
at its August meeting and reiterated that it does not intend to tighten monetary policy at least until there is clear evidence that significant
progress is being made in eliminating spare capacity and achieving their 2% inflation target sustainably. However, with inflation now
forecast to peak at 4% in 2021 (compared to 2.5% according to the MPC’s May forecast) before easing, the Committee stated that
“…some modest tightening of monetary policy over the [2 year] forecast period is likely to be necessary to be consistent with meeting the
inflation target sustainably in the medium term.”
Elsewhere, retail sales registered their biggest monthly drop since January, falling 2.5% m/m in July compared to consensus forecasts of
a 0.4% m/m rise. As a result, retail sales growth fell to 2.4% y/y in July compared to 9.2% y/y in June. Although this result undershot
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market expectations of a 6% y/y rise in sales, it was consistent with the detail of the August GfK Consumer Confidence index, which
recorded a 5 point fall in its major purchase index that was counterbalanced by a 5 point rise in its savings index. The headline index,
meanwhile, eased to -8 in August from -7 in July, which had been the highest level since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The UK’s public sector net borrowing (excluding public sector banks) reached £10.4 billion in July. This was the second-highest July
borrowing since monthly records began in 1993 but was £10.1 billion less than in July 2020 and lower too than the £15.6 billion forecast
by the OBR. The level left public sector net borrowing during the first four months of fiscal year 2021/22 at £78 billion. Whilst this
represents the second-highest financial year-to-July borrowing since monthly records began in 1993, it is £61.6 billion less than in the
same period last year and £26.1 billion less than forecast by the OBR.
In the US, non-farm payrolls rose by 943,000 in July, exceeding both the expected rise of 870,000, and June’s upwardly revised 938,000
gain. This saw the US unemployment rate to ease to 5.4% in July from 5.9% in June, representing its lowest rate since March 2020. The
US economy, meanwhile, was confirmed to have expanded at an annualised 6.6% rate in Q2 2021, following a 6.3% expansion in the
previous quarter. Against this backdrop, price growth (as measured by the Federal Reserve’s preferred Core Personal Consumption
Expenditure deflator) reached 3.6% y/y in July, which was unchanged from June’s upwardly revised release. Although inflation remains
above the Fed’s 2% target, Fed Chair Powell struck a dovish tone during his Jackson Hole speech and indicated that whilst the Fed will
likely start tapering bond purchases before year end, this is not meant to signal that the Fed Funds Rate will rise imminently. Instead, he
reiterated that the Fed will continue to hold the target range for the Federal Funds Rate at its current level until the economy reaches
conditions consistent with maximum employment, and inflation has reached 2% and is on track to moderately exceed 2% for some time.
The second estimate of Eurozone GDP, meanwhile, confirmed that the bloc’s economy expanded by 2% during Q2, matching the initial
estimate. Year on year growth surged to 13.6% as a result of a base effect in which GDP was depressed in Q2 last year. Against this
backdrop, the Flash estimate suggested that Eurozone inflation looks set to accelerate to 3% y/y in August from 2.2% y/y in July and
above market expectations of 2.7%. Whilst inflation looks set to exceed the ECB’s 2% target, at least temporarily, investors, as
elsewhere, are not expecting Europe’s central bank to change interest rates at September’s policy meeting.
Housing
Whilst it remained robust, house price growth moderated slightly last month as the end of the stamp duty holiday looms. Nationwide
reported growth of 10.5% y/y and Halifax 7.6% y/y. On a monthly basis, prices fell 0.5% and rose 0.4% respectively.
Currency
A rise in global coronavirus cases boosted the safe haven allure of the Dollar this month,
causing Sterling, amongst others, to ease against it.
Forecast
In keeping with the MPC’s view that a modest tightening of monetary policy may be necessary in future, this month saw Link move its first
forecast Bank Rate rise to Q2 2023 from Q3 previously with a subsequent rise forecast for Q1 2024.

4

Three Rivers District Council
Current Investment List

Borrower

Current Investment List

Principal (£)

Interest Rate

Start Date

Maturity Date

Lowest LT /
Fund Rating

Historic
Risk of
Default

6,710,910
6,000,000

0.01%
0.01%

25/08/2021

Call
17/09/2021

A+
AA-

0.000%
0.001%

Start Date
10/10/2018

Maturity Date
11/10/2021

1
1

Lloyds Bank Plc (RFB)
DMO

0
1
1
0
0

Borrower - Funds
Thrive Homes

Principal (£)
8,000,000

Interest Rate
4.90%

Total Investments
Total Investments - excluding Funds
Total Investments - Funds Only

£20,710,910
£12,710,910
£8,000,000

1.90%
0.01%
4.90%

0.001%

Note: An historic risk of default is only provided if a counterparty has a counterparty credit rating and is not provided for an MMF or USDBF, for which the rating agencies
provide a fund rating. The portfolio’s historic risk of default therefore measures the historic risk of default attached only to those investments for which a counterparty has a
counterparty credit rating and also does not include investments which are not rated.
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Three Rivers District Council
Portfolio Composition by Link Group's Suggested Lending Criteria
120%

Link Group

Three Rivers District Council

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

Yellow
Purple
Red
Y
1
Up to 5yrs

Yellow Calls
Purple Calls
Red Calls
Pi1
Pi2

B

Pink1 Calls
Blue Calls
Green Calls
O

1.25

1.5

2

3

4

Up to 5yrs

Up to 5yrs

Up to 2yrs

Up to 1yr

Up to 1yr

Yellow
Pink1
Pink2
Purple
Blue
Orange
Red
Green
No Colour

Pink1
Blue
Green
P

% of Portfolio
Amount
47.20%
£6,000,000
0.00%
£0
0.00%
£0
0.00%
£0
0.00%
£0
0.00%
£0
52.80%
£6,710,910
0.00%
£0
0.00%
£0
100.00%
£12,710,910

Pink2
Orange
No Colour
R
G
5

6

Pink2 Calls
Orange Calls
NC Calls
N/C

0%
Under 1 Month

1-3 Months

3-6 Months

6-9 Months

9-12 Months

12 Months +

Portfolios weighted average risk number =
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Up to 6mths Up to 100days No Colour

WARoR = Weighted Average Rate of Return
WAM = Weighted Average Time to Maturity

% of Colour
Amount of
% of Call
in Calls
Colour in Calls in Portfolio WARoR
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.01%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
£6,710,910
52.80%
0.01%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
52.80%
£6,710,910
52.80%
0.01%
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WAM
17
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
8

WAM at Execution
23
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
11

Excluding Calls/MMFs/USDBFs
WAM
WAM at Execution
17
23
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
17
23
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Three Rivers District Council
Investment Risk and Rating Exposure
Investment Risk Vs. Rating Categories

Rating Exposure

2.30%

1.80%

1.30%

AA£6,000,000
47%

A+
£6,710,910
53%

0.80%

0.30%

-0.20%

<1 year

1 to 2 yrs

AA

Rating/Years
AA
A
BBB
Council

<1 year
0.02%
0.05%
0.14%
0.00%
0.001%

2 to 3 yrs

A

BBB

Historic Risk of Default
1 to 2 yrs 2 to 3 yrs
0.04%
0.09%
0.14%
0.26%
0.38%
0.66%
0.00%
0.00%
0.000%

0.000%

3 to 4 yrs

4 to 5 yrs

Council

3 to 4 yrs
0.16%
0.38%
1.01%
0.00%

4 to 5 yrs
0.23%
0.54%
1.36%
0.00%

0.000%

0.000%

Historic Risk of Default
This is a proxy for the average % risk for each investment based on
over 30 years of data provided by Fitch, Moody's and S&P. It simply
provides a calculation of the possibility of average default against the
historical default rates, adjusted for the time period within each year
according to the maturity of the investment.
Chart Relative Risk
This is the authority's risk weightings compared to the average % risk of
default for “AA”, “A” and “BBB” rated investments.
Rating Exposures
This pie chart provides a clear view of your investment exposures to
particular ratings.

Note: An historic risk of default is only provided if a counterparty has a counterparty credit rating and is not provided for an MMF or USDBF, for which the rating agencies provide a
fund rating. The portfolio’s historic risk of default therefore measures the historic risk of default attached only to those investments for which a counterparty has a counterparty credit
rating and also does not include investments which are not rated.
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Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
FITCH
Date

Update
Number

Institution

Country

13/08/2021

1843

Coventry Building Society

United Kingdom

The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Negative. At the same
time all ratings were affirmed.

13/08/2021

1843

Leeds Building Society

United Kingdom

The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Negative. At the same
time all ratings were affirmed.

13/08/2021

1843

Principality Building Society

United Kingdom

The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Negative. At the same
time all ratings were affirmed.

13/08/2021

1843

Skipton Building Society

United Kingdom

The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Negative. At the same
time all ratings were affirmed.

13/08/2021

1843

Yorkshire Building Society

United Kingdom

The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Negative. At the same
time all ratings were affirmed.

Rating Action
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Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
MOODY'S
Date

Update
Number

Institution

Country

05/08/2021

1842

Deutsche Bank AG

Germany

9

Rating Action
The Long Term Rating was upgraded to 'A2' from 'A3'. At the same time the Short
Term Rating was upgraded to 'P-1' from 'P-2' and the Outlook was changed to
Positive from Stable.

Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
S&P
Date

Update
Number

Institution

Country

Rating Action
There were no rating changes to report.
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Three Rivers District Council

Whilst Link Group makes every effort to ensure that all the information it provides is accurate and complete, it does not guarantee the correctness
or the due receipt of such information and will not be held responsible for any errors therein or omissions arising there from. All information
supplied by Link Group should only be used as a factor to assist in the making of a business decision and should not be used as a sole basis for
any decision. The Client should not regard the advice or information as a substitute for the exercise by the Client of its own judgement.
Link Group is a trading name of Link Treasury Services Limited (registered in England and Wales No. 2652033). Link Treasury Services Limited
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority only for conducting advisory and arranging activities in the UK as part of its
Treasury Management Service, FCA register number 150403. Registered office: 6th Floor, 65 Gresham Street, London, EC2V 7NQ.
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Joanne Wagstaffe
Chief Executive
Three Rivers District Council
Three Rivers House
Northway
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 1RL

Case Ref:
22 September 2021
Dear Joanne,
Thank you for writing to me to let me know about the council motion, passed on 13 July,
regarding the Government's decision to remove the Universal Credit uplift in October 2021.
My Liberal Democrat colleagues and I fully supported the £20 uplift to Universal Credit and
continue to call for it to be made permanent. It is the right thing to do to ensure that
children and families in poverty have a safety net that works.
I also believe that investing in our social security system is not only the right thing to do, but
the best way to help people escape from poverty and help stimulate our recovery. We must
act now and give families certainty, rather than the approach favoured the Government,
which is to leave families in the dark in the middle of the greatest economic shock this
country has seen, and then cut them loose before our recovery from this pandemic is
secured.
In addition to opposing the proposed cut to Universal Credit, my Liberal Democrat
colleagues and I are also calling for the Government to increase legacy benefits such as
Personal Independence Payments and Employment Support Allowance by £20 per week.
The Chancellor predicted in the spending review that 2.6 million people will be hit by
unemployment, meaning that not only will more people will be dependent
on Universal Credit than before, but even more people with children will be dependent
on Universal Credit than before. We are calling on the Government to make a “clear and
principled” decision to help make the difference between keeping the lights on, keeping the
house warm and putting food in front of their families, including for those on legacy

12

benefits.
In the context of the recent energy crisis that is likely to add further pressure to household
bills, my Liberal Democrat colleagues and I voted for the motion in the House of Commons
that would have maintained the £20 per week uplift last week. We also tabled a reasoned
amendment that would have halted the Government’s manifesto-busting move to remove
the triple lock for state pensioners, whilst doing nothing for pensioners living in poverty.
Unfortunately these motions were both voted down by the Government.
However, please be assured that I will continue to fight for the most vulnerable in our
society, and oppose these cruel and unjustifiable cuts.
Yours sincerely,

Daisy Cooper MP
Member of Parliament for St Albans
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Planning update
19 August – 20 September 2021

The Planning reports for the above date range can be viewed here:

o Appeals received
o Appeals determined
o Decisions in ward areas

There are no reports this month in relation to appeals withdrawn and pending, and
enforcement appeals received, determined and pending.
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23 September Planning Committee Decision Summary
Reference
Address
Proposal
Decision
To CONFIRM the Order and
TPO
Manor House, Abbots
Consideration of objections and
Langley
confirmation of Tree Preservation
make the TPO permanent.
Order 923 (Manor House, Abbots
Langley) 2020

21/1059/FUL Shop 4
Walpole Building
Church Street
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 1BU

Internal alterations, the installation of APPROVAL as per officer
a flue from a gas pizza oven on the
recommendation
side elevation and alterations to
frontage to include new signage.

21/1337/FUL Land At The Rear
The Limes
9 Eastbury Avenue
Northwood
Hertfordshire

Variation of Condition 16
(Construction Management Plan) of
planning permission 19/0455/FUL
(Demolition of garages and erection
of two detached dwellings with
associated parking and access) to
remove wording requiring majority of
construction traffic to use Eastbury
Avenue.

REFUSED on grounds that the
variation of C16 to allow all
construction traffic to access the
site via Eastglade and Holbein
Gate, would result in obstruction
and inconvenience to users and
residents of Eastglade and
Holbein Gate and would result in
parking pressures in these
roads, to the detriment of
highway safety and to the
detriment of the residential
amenity of residents of these
two roads.

The exact wording to be
circulated to Members.
21/1563/FUL Holly Hedges Farm
Olleberrie Lane
Belsize
WD3 4NU
21/1586/FUL 29 Bedford Road
Moor Park
HA6 2AY

Single-storey front and side
extensions

21/1669/FUL Ann Shaw Gardens Play
Area
South Oxhey
Watford
WD19 7AT

Installation of 'catch-ball' net fencing
to eastern boundary of play area

APPROVAL as per officer
recommendation

APPROVAL as per officer
Demolition of the existing dwelling
and construction of a replacement
recommendation
dwelling with associated hard and soft
landscaping.
APPROVAL as per officer
recommendation

NB. Officers to discuss with
Leisure colleagues to ensure
proposed netting would not
result in noise disturbance.
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Major Planning Applications Update – September 2021
CURRENT SCHEMES
Planning Applications – Pending
Application No.

Site

Development

Expiry Date

Case Officer

21/1980/FUL

Part Of Golf Course
Grims Dyke Golf Club
Oxhey Lane
Carpenders Park
Hertfordshire
HA5 4AL

Redesign and reconstruction of Holes 14 and 15 by reversal of
direction of play

24.11.2021

Matthew Roberts

21/1971/FUL

Beesons Yard
Bury Lane
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 1DS

Demolition of existing buildings and structures and erection of a
48-unit Extra Care facility (Use Class C2) with car parking and
associated landscaping.

09.11.2021

Matthew Roberts

21/1680/OUT

Scotsbridge House
Scots Hill
Croxley Green
Hertfordshire
WD3 3BB

Variation of Condition 3 (Plan Numbers) of outline planning
permission 19/1684/OUT (Outline Application: Demolition of offices
and erection of new development of 59 flats with underground
parking (matters of appearance and landscaping reserved)).
Amendment comprises modification to basement parking layout.

01.10.2021

Adam Ralton

21/1580/FUL

St Joan Of Arc Roman
Catholic School
High Street
Rickmansworth
WD3 1HG

Variation of Condition 9 (Time Frame) of planning permission
18/2518/FUL to extend time limit as a result of change to
construction programme.

11.10.2021

Scott Volker

21/1271/OUT

Former Little Furze Junior
Mixed Infants School
Gosforth Lane
South Oxhey
WD19 7RD

Outline Application: Development of up to 70 residential dwellings
(Use Class C3) with new access from Gosforth Lane (appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale reserved).

29.10.2021

Claire Westwood

21/0620/FUL

Northcotts
Long Elms Close
Abbots Langley
WD5 0PD

Redevelopment of site to including demolition of existing building
and construction of three storey apartment block consisting of
18no. two-bedroom dwellings with balconies to front and rear and
associated landscaping, parking and cycle store provision.

Agreed Extension
Date TBC

Suzanne O’Brien

Updated 27 September 2021
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21/0573/FUL

Development Site
Maple Lodge
Maple Lodge Close
Maple Cross
Hertfordshire

Comprehensive redevelopment to provide 2 no. warehouse Class
E(giii)/B2/B8 units comprising a total of 16,115 sqm including
1,882 sqm ancillary E(gi) office space, access, landscaping and
associated works

Agreed Extension
29.10.2021

Claire Westwood

20/0898/OUT

Land East Of Green Street
And North Of Orchard Drive
Chorleywood
Hertfordshire

Outline Application: Demolition of the existing farm building and
comprehensive development of the site, delivering up to 300 no.
residential dwellings (Use Class C3), associated access, and
supporting amenity space, landscaping, green infrastructure and
sustainable drainage systems (all matters reserved except for
access).

Agreed Extension
30.09.2021

Adam Ralton

20/0882/OUT

Land East Of Green Street
And North Of Orchard Drive
Chorleywood
Hertfordshire

Outline Application: Demolition of the existing farm building and
comprehensive development of the site, delivering up to 800 no.
residential dwellings (Use Class C3), associated access, and
supporting amenity space, landscaping, green infrastructure and
sustainable drainage systems (all matters reserved except for
access).

Agreed Extension
30.09.2021

Adam Ralton

Updated 27 September 2021
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Metropolitan Line Extension
Council notes that the UK Government has pledged a ‘New Deal for Britain’ to deliver vital
infrastructure. In his speech on June 30th the Prime Minister set out plans to ‘build back better’
in the wake of coronavirus and has pledged £5bn to accelerate infrastructure projects.
Council also notes the community frustration that the plan to extend the Metropolitan Railway
was effectively shelved in 2019 after initial works had been completed. The MLX project has
already utilised funds from Hertfordshire County Council and Council believes the current
situation effectively wastes this public money.
The project has previously been supported by this Council, and some of the benefits would
be:
a) Improving access to public transport for local residents (more than 2,500 households would
be within 10 minutes’ walk of the two new stations);
b) Creating better connections between Watford and Croxley Green, with new routes to
Watford General Hospital, Croxley Green Business Park and other employment areas, which
would increase access to employment opportunities for local people;
c) Providing access for Metropolitan line passengers to central Watford and to West Coast
mainline National Rail links from Watford Junction station;
d) Contributes to this Council's on-going commitment to battle climate change by providing a
viable alternative to car-travel.
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GAGAN MOHINDRA MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWlA OAA

cc. Joanne Wagstaffe,
Chief Executive Officer
Three Rivers District Council
Three Rivers House
Northway
Rickmansworth, WD3 lRL

Dear Joanne,
I thought you would appreciate seeing a copy of the letter I sent to TfL regarding restarting
the extension of the Met Line. I will keep you updated on any response received.

Tfl Customer Service
4th Floor
14 Pier Walk
London SElO OES
Please quote the reference on all correspondence

25 August 2021

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: Application for funding to restart the Metropolitan Line Extension.
Joanne Wagstaffe, CEO, for Three Rivers District Council has recently contacted me
regarding their wishes to secure funding to restart the Metropolitan Line extension
programme.

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR SOUTH WEST HERTFORDSHIRE
Telephone: 020 7219 3767 Email: gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk
'#@gaganmohindra
19

HOUSE OF COMMONS

I am fully supportive of this extension as I believe that it will benefit the people of my
constituency greatly for several reasons as I have listed below:
•

The extension would enable access to public transport for local residents (more than
2,500 households would be within 10 minutes' walk of the two new stations);

•

The creation of better connections between \(1/atford and Croxley Green, ·
generating new routes to Watford General Hospital, Croxley Green Business Park
and other employment areas, in turn increasing access to employment opportunities
for local people;

•

Providing access for Metropolitan line passengers to central Watford and to West
Coast mainline National Rail links from Watford Junction station;

•

Contributing to the Government and this Council's on-going commitment to battle
climate change by providing a viable and greener alternative to car-travel.

I hope that you can look thoroughly and favourably when reviewing this case and allocate
sufficient funds to continue this extension project which will bene·fit so many people hugely.
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Council notes that:
1. There is great concern at reports that Thames Water discharged raw sewage
into the River Chess and River Colne over 500 times in 2020.
2. A reply to an Environmental Information Regulation (EIR) request shows
sewage discharges from the Chesham Sewage Treatment Works for 2021
through to 24th May 2021 occurred for 1791 hours out of a total possible 4032
hours, or 44.4% of the year.
3. These timings show that the discharges have become routine, rather than an
emergency response to exceptional conditions.
4. In response to a petition on such discharges the Government has stated that
‘Tackling the harm caused by sewage is a top priority for Government’.
5. The Government has stated that ‘Climate change has led to increased rainfall
and water infrastructure has not kept pace with development growth’.
6. In addition to having a negative impact on local wildlife and forcing a local
watercress farm to cease trading, this also hugely affects the quality of life
and the enjoyment of water-based activities for residents along the course of
the river and at times causes contaminated water to be on roads and
pavements, and into local properties.
Council believes that:
1. The establishment of a Storm Overflows Taskforce and a date of September
2022 from the Government to publish a plan to reduce sewage discharges
from storm outflows is too little, too late to tackle the issue.
2. The rules on sewage discharges must be tightened and enforcement
improved, in conjunction with the Environment Agency.
3. Housing developers should meet the costs of the required supply and
disposal of water from new homes.
4. The Government must make capital funding urgently available to address
these issues

Council therefore instructs the Chief Executive to write to the relevant Government
Ministers, requesting an acceleration in the capital programme to lower risks of
untreated sewage discharges into our rivers, and an assurance that local housing
developers will be expected to fund water infrastructure to meet the needs of new
housing.
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Rebecca Pow MP
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Seacole Building
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF

www.gov.uk/defra

Joanne Wagstaffe
Chief Executive Officer
Three Rivers District Council
2 September 2021
Committeeteam@threerivers.gov.uk
Dear Joanne,
Thank you for your letter of 30 July to the Secretary of state about water quality. I am replying
as the Minister responsible for this policy area.
I can confirm that improving water quality and reducing harm from sewage discharges is
a Government priority and I thank you for helping to raise the profile of this important
issue.
The Environment Agency (EA) has been working in partnership with Thames Water Utilities
resulting in infiltration reduction plans being prioritised for Chesham and Maple Lodge
catchments. Berkhamsted and Markyate areas in the Colne catchment have also been
highlighted following the wet winter of 2020/21 and the EA is working with partners to draw
up similar plans.
The EA holds regular meetings with Thames Water and residents about their concerns over
discharges from Chesham Sewage Treatment Works. Thames Water Utilities have
implemented a green recovery pilot scheme to try and eradicate all overflows by tackling
flows at the source. They have already started rectifying the major points of rainwater
infiltration into the sewers in Chesham. 67% of this work has been completed with the final
part being completed this autumn. The EA is monitoring Thames Water progress.
The Maple Lodge plan will be prioritising Chalfont St Peters and the River Misbourne
catchment in the first instance but this will be extended to the wider Maple Lodge area. The
trunk sewer from Redbourne to St Albans in the Ver catchment is suffering from hydraulic
overload. The EA is asking for updates from Thames Water and infiltration investigations
are continuing. Several lengths of sewer are being relined to prevent ingress further
upstream. The EA is still reviewing a recent incident at West Hyde but can inform you that
Thames Water have been making repairs to the major trunk sewer.
In August 2020 we established the Storm Overflows Taskforce, bringing together
representatives
from the Government, the water industry, regulators and
environmental non-governmental organisations to set out clear proposals to address the
harm and frequency of sewage discharged into our rivers and other waterways from storm
overflows. This Taskforce has agreed a long-term goal to eliminate harm from storm
overflows and is has commissioned research to gather evidence on the costs, benefits and
feasibility of different options. However, eliminating harm from storm overflows is a huge
endeavour – it will take time, money and the combined effort of Government, industry,
businesses and civil society to see real change.
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On 8 June 2021 Government tabled amendments to the Environment Bill to introduce
measures on storm overflows. Three key duties will be made law:
•
•
•

A duty on Government to publish a plan by September 2022 to reduce sewage
discharges from storm overflows and to reduce their impact.
A duty on Government to report to Parliament on progress on implementing the plan.
A duty on water companies and the Environment Agency to publish data on storm
overflow operation on an annual basis.

These legally-binding obligations on water companies and Government will reduce pollution
in rivers – protecting wildlife and public health.
Water companies are currently producing comprehensive Drainage and Sewerage
Management Plans to assess the capacity of their wastewater networks. The Environment
Bill will require sewerage undertakers to produce these Plans on a statutory basis, to actively
address environmental risks, such as sewer overflows and their impact on water quality.
Water companies have a legal duty to avoid pollution to our rivers and other waterways.
Those that do pollute will be punished by the full force of the law, as shown by the recent
fine of £90 million for offences committed by Southern Water. Earlier this year, Thames
Water were fined £2.3m for a pollution incident that occurred in 2016. Since 2015 the EA
has brought 45 prosecutions against water companies, securing fines of over £131 million.
£10.4 million has also been donated to environmental and wildlife trusts organisations in the
same period through enforcement undertakings, a voluntary agreement which will include a
donation to environmental charities to restore any harm done.
With regard to housing developments, developers currently pay for connection costs to
water supply and sewerage services for new developments, but those using the services,
as with energy, are responsible for meeting the costs.
To address your concern about funding, as you may know, the water industry is heavily
regulated and the main way of funding improvements is through the Water Industry National
Environment Programme (WINEP). In terms of water company investment, for 2020 to 2025
water companies are investing £7.1 billion to protect and improve the environment. This
includes the £5.2 billion invested through the WINEP.
The WINEP for 2020 to 2025 includes a significant programme of improvements to the
monitoring and management of sewer overflows at a cost of around £1.2 billion. There is an
additional £1.9bn of investment to reduce sewage discharges by building the Thames
Tideway Tunnel super sewer. Furthermore, the Government, the EA and Ofwat announced
on 22 July the consultation for the next WINEP, an ambitious programme of work that water
companies are required to complete to meet their obligations from environmental legislation
and UK Government policy.
Thank you once again for taking the time to contact the Secretary of State about this
important issue. Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance with this or any
other matters in the future.

REBECCA POW MP
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Capital Programme Update
Reference the Capital Programme, we have successfully tendered for the above
works, which include upgrades to the following play areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Hayling Road PA
Ashburnham Drive PA
Oulton Way PA
Barton Way PA
King George V PA

Following a set up meeting with the successful contractor, this is the confirmed order
in which the play areas will be worked on. This is the priority of the works based on
the amount and nature of maintenance fixes following the findings in the play
inspections that are conducted by the Grounds Team and the external play
inspections.
The contractor is in the process of placing the orders for the equipment, which is
likely to take around 4-5 weeks. They will then be starting the works.
All of the above sites were previously refurbished between 2010 and 2011. The
overall aim of this general upgrade, is for each play area to receive a full
refurbishment which may mean new, replacement or maintenance of existing
equipment or safety surfacing.
Below are the proposed designs for each play area;
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Watersmeet
Watersmeet hosted the annual
panto launch where the cast of
Cinderella, starring Eastenders’
Lucy Benjamin met at the venue for
a photo shoot and video call. They
created some attention walking
down the High Street where they
had a shoe fitting appointment at
M&Co, but sadly there was nothing
to fit the ugly sisters!
Three Rivers District Council
supported two free environmentthemed film screenings at
Watersmeet to endorse the Watford
and Three Rivers Great Big Green Week (18 - 26 September 2021). This vibrant community
festival which aimed to raise the profile of the urgent threats to climate and nature, and
highlighted actions we can all take to combat them. The screenings of The Lorax and David
Attenborough: A Life On Our Planet, explored humanity’s impact on the Earth and offered a
positive vision of the future. It is hoped that these screenings inspired people of all ages to
act for a cleaner, greener, healthier world.
To celebrate Black History Month, Community Partnerships will be screening two free films
at Watersmeet in October, Hidden Figures and Black Panther.
Environmental Protection are planning to show a free screening of 2040 – Join the
Regeneration in support of the United Nations COP26 climate conference in November and
intend to host a live panel discussion after the film screening.

28

Three Rivers District Council Press Releases
September 2021

Please click here to see the latest press releases to be published on the
Council’s website.
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Latest news from the Chilterns
AONB
Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the Chilterns AONB newsletter.
We're making the most of the last few weeks of summer, so read on for
some top tips and recipes for foraging the fruits of the Chilterns and
check out our blog with some of our favourite outdoor café walks.
We've got some fantastic news for you about our successful bid with the
Chiltern Society for a Green Recovery Challenge Fund grant. The grant
will enable us to roll out a range of special projects to protect some of
our rare and special chalk streams and wetland habitats.
You can read the briefing we issued to Chilterns MPs ahead of the
Parliamentary debate on HS2, which was held last Monday 13
September. You can also read about the formal complaint we made to
the Planning Inspectorate on an appeal decision in Oxfordshire.
Finally, our first ever Chilterns Celebration Summer Festival was
buzzing. Read the write up below, as well as finding out about the
exciting programme for the next exciting Chilterns Walking Festival which
is back in October.
As always take care and have fun,
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Vicki Pearce
Communications Officer
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The next Chilterns Walking Festival will take place 16 – 31 October
2021, with another action-packed programme of 65+ guided walks
and outdoor activities. Alongside challenging hikes you'll find many
stile free walks, family friendly wildlife experiences and even toddler
paced toddles - everyone is welcome.

Find a walk

Green Recovery Challenge Fund
grant of £294,000 for chalk
streams
The Chiltern Society and Chilterns Conservation Board are delighted to
have received a Government Green Recovery Challenge Fund grant of
£294,000. The grant will fund and exciting range of projects that will help
protect our rare chalk stream and wetland habitats in the Chilterns, as
well as helping to connect more people to these special places.
The Chilterns Conservation Board supported the charities involved, such
as the Chiltern Society and the Chiltern Rangers, to secure the funding,
and will now work together with them to deliver the projects.
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Credit Allen Beechey - The River Chess at Latimer, July 2020

Read more

Foraging the fruits of the Chilterns
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It’s late summer, when the hedgerows of the Chilterns are starting
to burst into colour with berries and abundant fruit – you can see
blackberries and elderberries, crab apples, damsons, rosehips and
rowan. It’s a great time for foraging and who doesn’t love a handful
of free fresh blackberries on their cereal or a juicy plum?
We've put together a blog packed with recipes & tips for foraging in
the Chilterns.
We'd love to see your photos of your foraged fruit, foraging
expeditions, or makes and bakes from your foraging finds. Email
us and we will share the best pictures on social media!

Read more

Our favourite outdoor café walks
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There’s nothing better than a walk in the countryside and the promise
of home-baked cake or other delicious local produce at a café along
the way!
We've picked some of our favourite walks that are near to cafés with
outdoor seating in beautiful locations. We're so excited that the
Chilterns has such fantastic refuelling places for cyclists, horse-riders
and walkers, or people just looking for a beautiful place for a cuppa.

Read our top picks

HS2 Parliamentary debate
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On 13 September Parliament debated calls to stop HS2 & repeal the
legislation. We issued a briefing to local MPs setting out the reasons
why we believe HS2 should stop.
We would like to thank all MPs who voiced their concerns, especially
those pertinent to the Chilterns AONB. We agree that a full debate
is now needed to address the increasing costs, increased
environmental damage, lack of respect for local communities and a
much-needed revised business case. We are also pleased that the
minister agreed to answer in writing all the questions that he did
not have time to address in the debate.
Missed the debate? You can read the transcript here.

Read our briefing for MPs

Ferrets, food and free ice creams festival fun with Chalk Cherries
and Chairs
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Despite a rainy start to the day, more than 600 people attended our
summer festival Chilterns Celebration.
Read Lizzie's write up about ferret racing, lace making and
woodturning fun...and free ice cream! Be sure to put the Chilterns
Food Festival in your diary from 24th to 31st October - our next Chalk,
Cherries and Chairs event for families, friends and foodies.

Read more

Our formal complaint to the
Planning Inspectorate gets a High
Court Review
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At the end of July, we were deeply concerned when the council
made an appeal decision to approve the development of 133
assisted living homes on a greenfield site in the Chilterns Area of
Outstanding Beauty, near the beautiful wooded Blackmore Lane in
Sonning Common.

Read about our concerns with this development, our complaint letter to
the Planning Inspectorate, and how there is now a chance for a High
Court Review.

Read more

The Great Big Green Week

This September, the Climate Coalition is running The Great Big
Green Week, a nationwide grassroots event, and the biggest
climate change focussed event the UK has ever seen - in the run up
to COP26, the United Nations Climate Change Conference of the
Parties.
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We've listed events happening in the Chilterns, as well as online
opportunities and volunteering opportunities.

Read more

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. You can also keep
up to date with the latest news and information on our website or by
following us on social media.
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Calendar of Meetings

October 2021

Extraordinary Licensing Committee
Chorleywood and Sarratt Local Area Forum (Virtual)
Leisure, Environment and Community Committee
Council
Local Strategic Partnership Board (10am) (Virtual)
Planning Committee

Wednesday

6

Monday

11

Wednesday

13

Tuesday

19

Wednesday

20

Thursday
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Meetings start at 7.30pm and are held at Three Rivers House, Northway, Rickmansworth unless
otherwise stated. If a meeting is to be held virtually, a link to join it will be posted on the relevant web
page when the agenda is published.
The agendas for the meetings are available on the meetings page of the Council website five days
prior to each meeting.
The Council welcomes contributions from Members of the public to its discussion on agenda items
at Committee meetings. Contributions will be limited to one person speaking for and one against each
item for not more than three minutes. Please note that in the event of registering your interest to
speak on an agenda item but not taking up that right because the item is deferred, you will
automatically be given the right to speak on that item at the next meeting of the Committee. For
further details on registering to speak or observe, please see the agenda page of the relevant
meeting. Alternatively, please email committeeteam@threerivers.gov.uk
In accordance with The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 any matters
considered under Part 1 business only of the meeting may be filmed, recorded, photographed,
broadcast or reported via social media by any person.
Recording and reporting the Council's meetings is subject to the law and it is the responsibility of
those doing the recording and reporting to ensure compliance. This will include the Human Rights
Act, the Data Protection Act and the laws of libel and defamation.
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CHAIR / VICE-CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL’S
CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
Friday 3 September

10am Chair Cllr Keith Martin attended the raising of the Red
Ensign for Merchant Navy Day at Three Rivers House in
Rickmansworth.

Friday 10 September

10.15am Chair Cllr Keith Martin attended the Nomination of
School Council and Eco Battlers and Assembly at Harvey
Road Primary School in Croxley Green.

Sunday 12 September

11.30am Chair Cllr Keith Martin attended the Abbots &
Kings Langley Royal Air Forces Association Battle of Britain
Service at the Church of St Lawrence in Abbots Langley.

Monday 20 September

7pm Chair Cllr Keith Martin attended the HACRO
Achievement Awards at the Weston Auditorium, University of
Hertfordshire.

Wednesday 22 September

7.45pm Chair Cllr Keith Martin attended an HMS WILDFIRE
virtual prize-giving event.

Tuesday 28 September

10am Chair Cllr Keith Martin opened the Nisa store in Main
Parade, Chorleywood.

41

