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Date
04-Aug-20
14-Aug-20
20-Aug-20
24-Aug-20
27-Aug-20

Ref.
U17
U18
U19
D60
U20

Nature of decision
Availability of Auditel recordings for Council/Committee meetings
Small Business Discretionary Grants policy update
Temporary closure to traffic of Rickmansworth High Street from late August 2020
Re-opening of South Oxhey Leisure Centre`
Re-opening of Aquadrome toilets (continued - refer to U9)`

CE CP CS DCES
DoF ESD FI HO HR LE PS RB RS -

Glossary of Terms (Services)
Chief Executive
Community Partnerships
Community Services
Director of Community & Environmental Services
Director of Finance
Economic and Sustainable Development
Finance
Housing
Human Resources
Legal
Property Services
Revenues & Benefits
Regulatory Services

Reason
Simplification of process by which meetings are publicly accessible
Adjustment to grants allocation scheme in order to utilise all available funding
To ensure social distancing and support local economy (From Church St to Station Road)
Phased reopening of facilites from 1 September 2020
Grounds Maintenance to resume pre-COVID maintenaance due to easing of work volume

Status Service
Urgent DCES/DoF
Urgent DoF
Urgent DCES/KR
OP
CS
Urgent DCES

Resp.
4XGL
4XGL
4XGL
KB
4XGL

Outcome
From 28 July live streaming link to remain on Council website for twelve months
All remaining monies within the small business grant fund and the discretionary grant fund be paid out by 28 August 2020.
Initial trial to be implemented by HCC via emergency road closure notice for up to 42 days, possibility to be extended.
Arrangements to be made for Members and senior managers to visit the centre
From 1 September, Grounds Maintenance to clean the toilets by the café and the ski club each morning and check 3 times daily.

Urgent - Decision agreed by Group Leaders
OP Operational decision made by officers
4XGL
LoC
LM
HoS
TB
KB
MC
RF
CG
KG
CH
SH
TL
AM
CM
GM
NP
JP
KR
AS
JS
MSu
JW
U
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All Group Leaders
Leader of the Council
Lead Member
Head(s) of Service
Terry Baldwin
Kelly Barnard
Malcolm Clarke
Ray Figg
Charlotte Gomes
Kimberley Grout
Caroline Harris
Sarah Haythorpe
Tracy Langley
Anne Morgan
Claire May
Geof Muggeridge
Nigel Pollard
Jennie Probert
Kimberley Rowley
Alison Scott
Josh Sills
Michael Summerville
Joanne Wagstaffe
In consultation with Trade Union

Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Investment Analysis Review
July 2020
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Three Rivers District Council

Monthly Economic Summary
General Economy
The UK Flash (i.e. provisional) Manufacturing PMI rose to 53.6 in July from June’s final release of 50.1, pointing to the strongest
pace of expansion in manufacturing since 2019 following the easing of lockdown. Similarly, the Flash Services PMI rose to 56.6 in
July from 47.1 in May, signalling the first expansion in service sector output since lockdown measures were put in place in March.
As a result of these increases, the Composite PMI (which incorporates both sectors) reached 57.1 in July compared to 47.7 in
June, easily beating market expectations of 51.1. As such, these figures point to the strongest month of expansion in the private
sector since June 2015, suggesting that the reopening of many businesses in June has led to a respectable recovery from the
downturn caused by the pandemic. Near term economic prospects were also underpinned further by the measures announced in
the Chancellor’s Summer Statement, which come into effect in August. The construction PMI, meanwhile, which is released one
month behind the others, surged to 55.3 in June from an all-time low of 28.9 in April, signalling the steepest increase in
construction output since July 2018, with residential construction work expanding by the most in almost five years.
Mirroring the recovery referred to above, GDP expanded by 1.8% m/m during May - although it remained 24% below its year ago
level. The contraction of the economy by a record 19.1% during the three months to May, meanwhile, revealed the extent to which
government restrictions to combat the coronavirus pandemic have dramatically reduced economic activity. The positive
contribution made by the external sector to UK growth was revealed by the £4.3 billion trade surplus recorded in May, which was
the second largest on record, as exports rose 3.5% m/m and imports fell 1.7% m/m.
Despite GDP having contracted by 19.1% in the three months to May, the unemployment rate remained at 3.9% during the same
period, beating market expectations of a rise to 4.2%, as the government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme helped fund
employees’ wages during lockdown. However, the 126,000 fall in employment, which was the most since 2011, the fall in job
vacancies to a record low 333,000 and the fall in total weekly hours worked by a record 175.1 million hours compared to last
quarter, all painted a much bleaker picture. Mirroring this weakness, average earnings excluding bonuses rose just 0.7% y/y in the
three months to May, down from 1.7% y/y in the three months to April.
Consumer Price Inflation edged up to 0.6% y/y in June from a four-year low of 0.5% y/y in May, exceeding market expectations of
0.4%, with the main upward contributions coming from computer game and console prices, as people sought entertainment during
lockdown. Similarly, the core inflation rate – which strips out the more volatile components like energy, food and alcoholic
beverages - rose to 1.4% y/y in June from 1.2% y/y in May, with the monthly rate rising to 0.2% from a flat reading in May. With
inflation still well below its 2% target, there are unlikely to be calls for the Bank of England’s Monetary Policy Committee to tighten
monetary policy by raising the Bank Rate from 0.1% during their forthcoming August meeting.
Buoyed by increases of 45.5% and 21.5% in non-food and fuel stores sales respectively, retail sales rose by 13.9% m/m in May,
beating market expectations of an 8% rise. As a result, retail sales have now recorded successive monthly increases, following an
upwardly revised 12.3% m/m rise during May, continuing their recovery from the sharp fall recorded in March and April. However,
sales remain 0.6% lower than in February (prior to the coronavirus pandemic) and 1.6% lower than a year ago. The GfK Consumer
Confidence Index, meanwhile, rose 3 points to -27 in July, suggesting that consumers appear to be slightly more confident as
lockdown loosens across parts of the UK.
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Confidence Index, meanwhile, rose 3 points to -27 in July, suggesting that consumers appear to be slightly more confident as
lockdown loosens across parts of the UK.
Reflecting the impact of public health measures and government policies to support the economy during the coronavirus
pandemic, the UK reported a budget deficit (excluding public sector banks) of £35.5 billion in June, less than the record £45.5
billion deficit reported in May. This compared to a deficit of just £7.2 billion a year earlier. Borrowing in the first quarter of this
financial year (April to June) is estimated to have been £127.9 billion, £103.9 billion more than in the same period last year and the
highest borrowing in any April to June period on record.
US/Euro Area:
In the US, the economy added a record 4.8 million jobs in June, exceeding market expectations of a 3 million rise. This secured
back-to-back record payroll increases, following an upwardly revised 2.7 million jobs gain in May, as lockdown restrictions
continued to be eased. As a result, the unemployment rate fell further to 11.1% from May’s 13.3% and April’s record 14.7% rate but it remains 7.6% higher than in February, prior to the coronavirus pandemic outbreak. The advance (or first) estimate of GDP,
meanwhile, confirmed that the economy shrank by an annualized 32.9% during Q2, following a 5% contraction in Q1. With inflation
(as measured by the Fed’s preferred core Personal Consumption Expenditure deflator), having eased to 0.9% y/y in June from 1%
in May, it was no surprise to see the Federal Reserve confirm following this month’s meeting that they will maintain both the
federal funds rate target range at 0-0.25% and their quantitative easing programme to help secure recovery.
In Europe, the Flash estimate for GDP confirmed that the Eurozone economy shrunk by a record 12.1% q/q in Q2, exceeding the
previous record 3.6% contraction reported in Q1. With the flash estimate of Eurozone inflation suggesting that prices rose just
0.4% y/y in July, it was no surprise to see the ECB leave policy rates unchanged during this month’s meeting. EU leaders,
however, agreed on a €750 billion recovery fund, to be financed by borrowing, designed to help member states finance the bloc’s
recovery from the Covid-19 crisis.

Housing
Both the Halifax and Nationwide house price indices fell during June, by 0.1% m/m and 1.4% m/m respectively - although the falls
were less than the declines of 0.2% and 1.7% recorded during May. Looking ahead, the stamp duty holiday announced by the
Chancellor may serve to bring some housing market activity forward.
Currency
Sterling gained ground against both the Euro and, in particular, the Dollar last
month as the US currency weakened in the wake of a resurgence in the number
of coronavirus cases.
Forecast
Both Link Group and Capital Economics have maintained their interest rate forecasts amid the coronavirus outbreak. The Bank
Rate is forecast to remain unchanged at 0.1% throughout 2020 and 2021.
Bank Rate
Link Group
Capital Economics

NOW
0.10%
0.10%

Sep-20
0.10%
0.10%

Dec-20
0.10%
0.10%
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Mar-21
0.10%
0.10%

Jun-21
0.10%
0.10%

Sep-21
0.10%
0.10%

Dec-21
0.10%
0.10%

Mar-22
0.10%
-

Three Rivers District Council
Current Investment List

Current Investment List
Borrower
1
0
1
1
0
0

Principal (£)

Interest Rate

Start Date

Maturity Date

Lloyds Bank Plc (RFB)
Borrower - Funds
Thrive Homes

10,000,000
Principal (£)
8,000,000

0.05%
Interest Rate
4.90%

Start Date
10/10/2018

Call
Maturity Date
11/10/2021

Total Investments
Total Investments - excluding Funds
Total Investments - Funds Only

£18,000,000
£10,000,000
£8,000,000

2.21%
0.05%
4.90%
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Lowest Long
Term Rating

Historic
Risk of
Default

A+

0.000%

0.000%

Three Rivers District Council
Portfolio Composition by Link Group's Suggested Lending Criteria
120%

Link Group

Three Rivers District Council

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

Yellow
Purple
Red
Y
1
Up to 5yrs

Yellow Calls
Purple Calls
Red Calls
Pi1
Pi2

Pink1
Blue
Green
P

B

Pink1 Calls
Blue Calls
Green Calls
O

1.25

1.5

2

3

4

Up to 5yrs

Up to 5yrs

Up to 2yrs

Up to 1yr

Up to 1yr

Yellow
Pink1
Pink2
Purple
Blue
Orange
Red
Green
No Colour

% of Portfolio
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%

Amount
£0
£0
£0
£0
£0
£10,000,000
£0
£0
£0
£10,000,000

Pink2
Orange
No Colour
R
G
5

6

Pink2 Calls
Orange Calls
NC Calls
N/C

0%

Under 1 Month

1-3 Months

3-6 Months

6-9 Months

9-12 Months

12 Months +

Portfolios weighted average risk number =
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Up to 6mths Up to 100days No Colour

WARoR = Weighted Average Rate of Return
WAM = Weighted Average Time to Maturity

% of Colour
% of Call
Amount of
in Calls
Colour in Calls in Portfolio WARoR
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
£10,000,000
100.00%
0.05%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
£0
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
£10,000,000
100.00%
0.05%
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WAM
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

WAM at Execution
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Excluding Calls/MMFs/USDBFs
WAM
WAM at Execution
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

4.00

Three Rivers District Council
Investment Risk and Rating Exposure
Investment Risk Vs. Rating Categories

Rating Exposure

2.30%

1.80%

1.30%

0.80%

0.30%

-0.20%

A+
£10,000,000
100%

<1 year

1 to 2 yrs
AA

Rating/Years
AA
A
BBB
Council

<1 year
0.02%
0.05%
0.16%
0.000%

2 to 3 yrs
A

BBB

Historic Risk of Default
1 to 2 yrs 2 to 3 yrs
0.04%
0.10%
0.15%
0.28%
0.44%
0.77%
0.000%
0.000%

3 to 4 yrs

4 to 5 yrs

Council

3 to 4 yrs
0.18%
0.42%
1.15%
0.000%

4 to 5 yrs
0.24%
0.59%
1.55%
0.000%
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Historic Risk of Default
This is a proxy for the average % risk for each investment based on
over 30 years of data provided by Fitch, Moody's and S&P. It simply
provides a calculation of the possibility of average default against the
historical default rates, adjusted for the time period within each year
according to the maturity of the investment.
Chart Relative Risk
This is the authority's risk weightings compared to the average % risk of
default for “AA”, “A” and “BBB” rated investments.
Rating Exposures
This pie chart provides a clear view of your investment exposures to
particular ratings.

Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
FITCH
Date

Update
Number

Institution

Country

10/07/2020

1769

Clydesdale Bank PLC

United Kingdom

Rating Action

8

The Long Term Rating was removed from Negative Watch and placed on Negative
Outlook. At the same time the Viability Rating was removed from Negative Watch.

Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
MOODY'S
Date

Update
Number

Institution

10/07/2020

1768

Co-Operative Bank Plc (The)

Country

Rating Action

United Kingdom The Outlook on the Long Term Rating was changed to Stable from Positive.
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Three Rivers District Council
Monthly Credit Rating Changes
S&P
Date

Update
Number

Institution

Country

Rating Action
No Rating Changes to Report.
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Three Rivers District Council

Whilst Link Group makes every effort to ensure that all the information it provides is accurate and complete, it does not guarantee the correctness or the
due receipt of such information and will not be held responsible for any errors therein or omissions arising there from. All information supplied by Link
Group should only be used as a factor to assist in the making of a business decision and should not be used as a sole basis for any decision. The
Client should not regard the advice or information as a substitute for the exercise by the Client of its own judgement.
Link Group is a trading name of Link Treasury Services Limited (registered in England and Wales No. 2652033). Link Treasury Services Limited is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority only for conducting advisory and arranging activities in the UK as part of its Treasury
Management Service, FCA register number 150403. Registered office: 6th Floor, 65 Gresham Street, London, EC2V 7NQ.

11

Planning information – Members’ Information Bulletin
17 July – 24 August 2020

The Planning reports for the above dates can be viewed here:

o Appeals received
o Appeals determined
o Appeals withdrawn
o Decisions in ward areas

There are no reports this month in relation to appeals pending and enforcement
appeals received, determined and pending.
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Planning Committee Decisions – 13 August 2020
Application Address
No.
Item 5:
Vrunda
20/1050/FUL 1 Glencorse
Green
South Oxhey
WD19 6ER

Proposal

Decision

Single storey rear extension.

Approved (in accordance
with the officer
recommendation)

Item 6:
20/1157/FUL
&
10/1158/LBC

Withdrawn prior to meeting
Demolition of existing
extension and outbuildings and
construction of two storey side
extension, single storey front
and rear extensions, changes
to roof form and construction
of replacement outbuildings.

The Windmill
34 Windmill Drive
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 3FD

&
Withdrawn prior to meeting
Listed Building Consent:
Demolition of existing
extension and outbuildings and
construction of two storey side
extension, single storey front
and rear extensions, changes
to roof form and construction
of replacement outbuildings.
Item 7:
The Croft
20/1236/FUL 62 Green Street
Chorleywood
WD3 5QR

Subdivision of the site and
construction of Chalet
bungalow and construction of
vehicular access onto
Greenbury Close.
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Approved (in accordance
with the officer
recommendation)

Briefing Note: Extending the implementation period of planning applications
In effect from 19 August 2020.
Extensions apply to approvals of:
Planning permission:
• unimplemented planning permissions with time limits for implementation which were due to
lapse between 19 August 2020 (when the provisions came into force) and 31 December 2020
are extended to 1 May 2021. This happens automatically.
• unimplemented planning permissions with time limits for implementation which passed
between 23 March 2020 and 19 August 2020 are also restored and the time limit extended
to 1 May 2021, subject to Additional Environmental Approval (AEA) being granted.
Outline Planning Permission
 Time limits for implementation relating to outline planning permissions are subject to
extension in the same way as other planning permissions:
o time limits for implementation passed between 19 August 2020 and 31 December
2020 are automatically extended to 1 May 2021.
o time limits for implementation passed between 23 March 2020 and 19 August 2020
are extended to 1 May 2021 if AEA is granted in respect of the relevant planning
permission.
• Any deadline for the submission of applications for the approval of reserved matters under
an outline planning permission which would otherwise expire between 23 March 2020 and
31 December 2020 is extended to 1 May 2021.
Listed Building Consent
 All listed building consents with a time limit for implementation between 23 March 2020 and
31 December 2020 will be extended to 1 May 2021 and are not subject to a requirement to
obtain AEA.
How to apply for AEA
•

•
•

•

If applicant requires written confirmation of the automatic extension, they should write to the
LPA. LPA should work constructively to provide written confirmation of extension to
commencement date, and provide a response as quickly as possible. If any doubt, applicant
may apply for a Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed Development.
Approval for AEA can be made by or on behalf of any person with an interest in the land,
should be made in writing and submitted electronically. It should specify the date it is sent.
There is no fee.
Applicant should provide details of:
o Original planning permission
o The relevant condition
o Any conditions which relate to environmental mitigation or enhancement.
o If the original PP was subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) or
Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA), details should be provided including a report
including a reasoned explanation of why in the applicant’s view there have been no
changes to environmental circumstances which would make the original screening or
assessment out of date.
If insufficient information is submitted, the LPA should write to the applicant to explain that
the application does not comply with the legislation and cannot be entertained unless
sufficient information is provided.

Consultation
• No publicity or consultation is required.

5 August 2020 – Note prepared (AR) - V1. Minor updates/corrections 24/8.
For Three Rivers District Council internal use only. 14
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•
•

LPA may if considered necessary engage relevant ward councillors and others who they
consider will have appropriate expertise. This is not considered by officers to be necessary
in most cases.
Any engagement should be clear that the only questions are whether EIA or HRA are
required, and if so whether the previous assessments remain up to date.

Consideration
• The LPA is to grant AEA if the EIA requirement is met, and the HRA requirement is met.
o Ie, if an application for planning permission were made now, and the
development would not need EIA/HRA, or if they have been undertaken and
remain up to date, request should be granted. This will be the case for the
majority of TRDC applications.
• The EIA requirement is met if no development to which the relevant planning permission
relates is EIA development, or, if any is, a reasoned conclusion was reached.
• Need to consider whether the original application would now require EIA/HRA due to the
changes in environmental circumstances.
Determination
• LPA must give written notification of its decision to grant, or refuse to grant, within 28 days.
If the LPA does not issue a decision, AEA is deemed to be granted.
• AEA cannot be granted subject to conditions.
• If AEA is refused, the implementation period is not extended and a new planning permission
is required.
Appeal
• There is a right of appeal under S78 of the TCPA.
Other
• A copy of the application, the decision, the date of the decision, the LPA name and the
reference of any appeal, must be kept on the planning register.

5 August 2020 – Note prepared (AR) - V1. Minor updates/corrections 24/8.
For Three Rivers District Council internal use only. 15
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South Oxhey Leisure Centre
Works to South Oxhey Leisure Centre are nearing completion and the venue will be opening
as a phased approach from Tuesday 1 September. Please see the opening dates below for
each area:
1 September: Gym, group fitness classes and group cycling studio
14 September: swimming pools and sports hall 1
19 September: swimming lessons commence and car park
21 September: sports hall 2
The car park is still due to undergo some works, in conjunction with HCC, to the entrance
way and will not be open until the week of the 19 September. Members and non-members
will be asked to walk to the venue, to use Henbury Way car park or the Church car park, as
they were before the venues were closed due to Covid-19.
Tours of the redeveloped venue will be held for Councillors on Tuesday 15 September from
10am until 8pm (last start time). Tours will last 45 minutes and are bookable on the hour.
There will be a maximum of two Councillors per tour in order to maintain social distancing
whilst viewing the venue. Please also bear in mind that the centre will be open to members
of the public at the same time.
To book your preferred time please email kelly.barnard@threerivers.gov.uk directly. Slots
will be on a first come, first served basis.
If you have any queries on any of the above then please contact Kelly Barnard.

Kelly Barnard
Leisure Contracts Officer
Community Services
Three Rivers District Council
Three Rivers House, Northway, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 1RL
01923 776611
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Three Rivers District Council Press Releases
August 2020

Please click here to see the latest press releases to be published on the
Council’s website.
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News from the Chilterns AONB
Hello,
Welcome to the latest enewsletter from the Chilterns Conservation Board
(CCB). Some of the highlights in this month's edition includes the
fantastic news that a new hillfort has been discovered in the Chilterns
AONB

–

thanks to the Beacons of the Past Project team. You can also

find details of a new Nature Recovery Network initiative that has been
launched in Buckinghamshire and we look at some of the great local
attractions that are welcoming visitors again.
Some of the team here at the CCB have been taking some time out of
the virtual office to spend time with family and friends. Most of us have
stayed local, taking advantage of the huge network of walking and
cycling routes and outdoor attractions, gardens, countryside pubs and
cafes the Chilterns has to offer. We're also taking advantage of the Eat
Out to Help Out Scheme, with lots of fantastic Chilterns businesses
participating. The scheme is running until the end of August and offers
half price food and soft drinks when you eat in from Monday-Wednesday.
We're also getting rather excited as we prepare for what is set to be a
fantastic event-filled October with our first Chilterns Celebration and the
return of the much loved Chilterns Walking Festival - keep an eye out for
more information coming soon!
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Finally thank you to Jo Watson, our Mend the Gap Programme Manager
for the stunning poppies featured in this month's email header. The
photograph was taken in June between Goring and South Stoke looking
east towards the escarpment in the distance.
I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition, please do contact me if there
is a particular topic you'd like to see more of.

Vicki Pearce
Communications Officer
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New prehistoric hillfort
discovered in Chilterns AONB

The Beacons of the Past project team were thrilled this month to
reveal that a previously unrecorded prehistoric hillfort has been
discovered in the Chilterns AONB.
One of the aspirations of the project was to locate any hillforts that
might have been hiding in plain sight or under tree cover.
Archaeologist Dr Ed Peveler, Landscape Heritage Officer for the
project, and several Citizen Scientists each independently identified an
earthwork in the southern Chilterns as a potential hillfort. Following
careful assessment of the LiDAR and an extensive walk-over survey by
the team, thanks to the full co-operation of the landowner, a
significant new hillfort has been added to the Chilterns records.
Unfortunately, there is no public access to the site, and the exact
location of the hillfort is being withheld to protect sensitive
archaeology and the landowner’s privacy. The team is now actively
engaged with the landowner to protect and preserve what remains.

Read more
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Chilterns attractions welcoming
visitors

The school holidays may be coming to an end, but as more and
more local attractions start to open their doors and welcome visitors
again, there is still time to enjoy some leisure days out and short
breaks closer to home. For inspiration take a look at the blog we've
put together highlighting just some of the fantastic leisure activities
you can do with the family in the Chilterns.

Read the blog

Buckinghamshire set to pilot
national initiative for nature

Buckinghamshire Council has been selected by DEFRA/Natural England to
be one of five local authorities nationally to pilot a key part of the
government's national Nature Recovery Network initiative.
The initiative is an ambitious plan to strengthen and renew the natural
environment across England by potentially creating Local Nature
Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) in every county area. Each LNRS will
combine local knowledge with expert information and advice to plan for
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more coordinated, practical, and focused action to support nature
recovery.
Buckinghamshire was chosen for the pilot for several reasons including
its collaborative relationship with the Chilterns Conservation Board, as
well as its emerging Biodiversity Action Plan, biodiversity net gain
scheme and existing good progress with natural capital mapping.
Some of the CCB team were delighted to have been invited to the launch
of the initiative, which was held at Hampden Bottom Farm, Great
Missenden, where work to enhance the natural environment is already
underway. The event was also attended by Chief Executive of Natural
England Marian Spain, environmental campaigner and Chairman of
Natural England Tony Juniper, and Buckinghamshire Council's Cabinet
Member for Environment and Climate Change Bill Chapple OBE.

Read more
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Planning updates

Over the last few months, the Government has changed some planning
rules to provide temporary flexibility so that businesses can operate
under the restrictions of social distancing. More recently, they
have also consulted on and introduced further changes to
reduce planning ‘red tape’ and support economic recovery following
Covid-19.
Earlier in August, the Government also published a longawaited consultation paper – Planning for the
Future

–

which has opened a national debate on completely

overhauling the English planning system in favour of “zoning and coding”
as used elsewhere in Europe and America.
So far, the new rules have been reasonably sensitive to protecting and
enhancing the character of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The
Chilterns Conservation Board, working with the National Association of
AONBs, will keep an eye on the impacts of recent changes
and new proposals, and will advise both the Government and local
authorities of any concerns. You can find out more on our website.
By Matt Thomson, Principal Planning Officer

River Wye receives boost as
abstraction levels are reduced
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The water company, which provides water to homes and business
throughout the southern Chilterns, has reduced the amount of
water that it abstracts from its groundwater sources in High
Wycombe by more than seven million litres per day – equal to that
used by around 20,000 homes – to help boost flows in the R. Wye
and better sustain this rare chalk stream habitat.
While it is reducing the amount of water that it abstracts in the Wye
valley to help protect this rare chalk streams, the company is also
asking its customers to make every drop count to help protect all
rivers and wetlands, enable it to further reduce abstractions from
chalk streams, and ensure there’s enough water available for future
generations.

Read more

Culture Recovery Fund: Grants

The Arts Council England are offering Financial support for cultural
organisations that were financially stable before Covid-19 but are now at
imminent risk of failure.
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Who can apply: Cultural organisations (both profit and not for profit)
based in England that are properly constituted and are registered at
Companies House and/or Charity Commission, and are able to produce at
least one year’s full independently certified or audited financial
statements.
What you can apply for: This funding is to ensure that, by 31 March
2021, successful applicants are either fully or partially reopened, or
operating on a sustainable, cost efficient basis, so that they are able to
reopen at a later date.
Key dates:
Round One: 10-21 August 2020
Round Two: 21 August - 04 September 2020

Find out more & apply

Chilterns Society Heritage
Festival: 19th Sep – 4th Oct

The group planning the Chilterns Heritage Festival at the Chiltern
Society is pleased to announce that the 2020 Festival will be taking
place between Saturday 19th September and Sunday 4th October.
From socially distanced guided walks and runs, to private tours and
virtual gin tasting (yes please!), there is lots to enjoy. Visit the
website for the full programme of events and book your place now!
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See the programme of events

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. You can also keep
up to date with the latest news and information on our website or by
following us on social media.

26

Calendar of Meetings

September 2020

Extra Policy and Resources Committee (7pm)

Tuesday

1

Extraordinary Council (following the conclusion of the Policy
and Resources Committee)

Tuesday

1

Covid-19 Response sub-committee (7pm)

Thursday

3

Policy and Resources Committee

Monday

7

Planning Committee

Thursday

10

Infrastructure, Housing & Economic Development Committee

Tuesday

22

Audit Committee

Thursday
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The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority
and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 made under the
Coronavirus Act 2020 enable Council/Committee meetings to be held in a virtual format and
enables remote attendance.
Meetings start at 7.30pm and will be virtual/remote, in that they will be conducted at no specific
location and all participants are at various locations, communicating via audio and online.
The agenda is available to view on the meetings page of the Council website five days prior to
each meeting.
The Council welcomes contributions from Members of the public to its discussion on agenda items
at Committee meetings. Contributions will be limited to one person speaking for and one against
each item for not more than three minutes. Please note that in the event of registering your interest
to speak on an agenda item but not taking up that right because the item is deferred, you will
automatically be given the right to speak on that item at the next meeting of the Committee. Details
of the procedure are provided below:
Members of the public wishing to speak will be entitled to register and identify which application(s)
they wish to speak on from the published agenda for the remote meeting. Those who wish to
register to speak must do so by notifying the Committee team by e-mail 48 hours before the
meeting. The first 2 people to register on any application (1 for and 1 against) will be sent a link
so that they can join the meeting to exercise that right. This will also allow the Committee Team
to prepare the speaker sheet in advance of the remote meeting to forward to the Chair of the
meeting.
In accordance with The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 any matters
considered under Part 1 business only of the meeting may be filmed, recorded, photographed,
broadcast or reported via social media by any person.
Recording and reporting the Council's meetings is subject to the law and it is the responsibility of
those doing the recording and reporting to ensure compliance. This will include the Human
Rights Act, the Data Protection Act and the laws of libel and defamation.
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CHAIR / VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL’S
CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS FOR AUGUST 2020
Thursday 6 August

Chair Cllr Keith Martin participated in a remote Special
Constable Attestation ceremony held at Police Headquarters,
Welwyn Garden City.

Friday 14 August

9.30am Chair Cllr Keith Martin and his Consort attended
the raising of the Union Flag in commemoration of the 75th
anniversary of VJ (Victory in Japan) Day at Three Rivers
House in Rickmansworth.
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