Welcome to Croxleyhall Woods
Croxleyhall Woods offers over 15 hectares of lovely
woodland just waiting to be explored.
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The woods have two circular woodland walks of just
under 2km in total. This County Wildlife Site is carpeted in
bluebells in spring, and later in the year it is a great spot
to come and enjoy autumnal hues.
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Croxleyhall Woods can be accessed via All Saints Lane
or Harvey Road, off Watford Road, Croxley Green.

Bluebells

Croxleyhall Woods is predominantly ancient seminatural woodland which means there has been
woodland here for over 400 years. Woodlands such as
this one are one of the most stable natural habitats in the
UK and as a result many plants and
animals have adapted to
this environment
over the years.
Why not come and
see what makes
these woods
their home?

Red Campion

By rail:
The woods are a 10 minute walk from Croxley
tube station, or 20 minutes from Rickmansworth
rail and tube station.
By bus:
There are regular buses from Rickmansworth to
Croxley Green. Contact Traveline on 0871 200 2233
or www.intalink.org.uk.
Croxleyhall Woods is owned and managed
by Three Rivers District Council
01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk

An Ancient
Semi-Natural Woodland

The Countryside Management Service works
with communities across Hertfordshire to help
them care for and enjoy the environment.
01727 848 168 www.hertslink.org/cms

A County Wildlife Site

The woodland floor can tell us
a lot about the historical use of the
woodland. Banks may have been used
as a means of keeping livestock out to
prevent them from damaging the young
coppice shoots. Woodbanks were also used to
signify ownership boundaries which would have
changed over the years. The large hollow found in
the eastern compartment indicates the site of
19th century gravel pits. Lord Ebury,
who commissioned the Watford to
Rickmansworth railway line, sourced
gravel here and transported it from
site along the railway.
Today Croxleyhall Woods is
managed for its wildlife. Come and
visit the woods to find out more.
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Old specimen trees indicate the past management
system of ‘coppice with standards’ which declined in
Hertfordshire about 80 years ago. Species such as hazel
and ash were coppiced which means
they were cut down to the ground to
Hazel Catkins
encourage regrowth that could be
used for firewood, fencing, and
building techniques such as
wattle and daub. Trees such as
oak were left to grow into
large standards to be used as
timber for building houses
and ships. This form of
woodland management
was common in this region
for centuries, providing a
unique environment for
our native flora and fauna
to adapt and flourish.
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Butterflies such as the Speckled Wood can be seen along
wide paths and sunny woodland edges, where higher
levels of light provide flowering opportunities for the
wildflowers on which they feed. The woods are
managed to maintain these
areas, through hazel
coppicing and
occasional
tree felling.

Bats love the old
trees found here.
With their holes and
cracks they provide the
perfect site for roosting,
and the ivy that climbs on
them attracts the insects on which bats feed.
The nationally scarce Natterer’s bat has been seen here,
as well as one of Britain’s largest bats, the Noctule.
Keep your eyes peeled at dusk to glimpse them hunting
along the edges of the woods.
Photographs courtesy of Brian Sawford, Three Rivers District Council and CMS.
The Ordnance Survey mapping included on this leaflet is provided by Hertfordshire County
Council under licence from the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfil its public function to provide
information relating to its activities, services and plans. Persons viewing this mapping should
contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice should they wish to license Ordnance Survey
mapping for their own use. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
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