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INTRODUCTION
Prestwick Road Meadows is a site of public open space located within the residential estates
of South Oxhey. The site falls into two distinct areas, divided by Prestwick Road, and is owned
and managed by Three Rivers District Council. For the purpose of this plan, the two areas will
be referred to as Prestwick Road south and Prestwick Road north.
Prestwick Road south is designated as both a Local Nature Reserve and County Wildlife Site. It
consists of a number of open areas of species‐rich neutral unimproved grassland, divided and
punctuated by large blocks of thorn scrub with occasional mature oak trees. The site contains
a pond which in the past has been known to host amphibian populations. The layout of the
site is still that of a remnant medieval field system with ancient hedgerow boundary features
intact. The network of grass paths and access routes from the housing estate makes it a well
used site for informal recreation such as dog walking.
Prestwick Road north is smaller in size and of less biodiversity value. This area was once open
and grassy and formed part of the county wildlife site with recorded populations of slow
worm, but a gradual succession to woodland saw this value decrease and the designation
removed. In 2014, this part of Prestwick Road Meadows underwent significant change with
the construction of a new play area and path network, and tree works to open up a wide ride
through the woods.
Prestwick Road Meadows is an important area of public open space within a densely
populated residential area. It also forms an important ‘green finger’ with access and
ecological links to the wider countryside.
The previous 5 year management plan for the site was produced by the Countryside
Management Service in 2008, focussing on the southern part of the site. This new plan
continues the work of the previous document but also includes the northern part of the site.
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Predominantly oak woodland with
some large mature trees and a
well developed understorey

Adventure play area constructed
in 2014. Timber equipment
incorporating some recycled oak;
grass surface with bonded rubber
mulch under equipment.

Site entrance
from Burnley Close

SITE DESCRIPTION
JC.CMS.04.03.2015

Broad site entrances along both sides
of Prestwick Road with an abundance
of oak trees
Narrow muddy path with chestnut pail
fencing laid to help surface; only connecting
route through the site so well used.

Football goals
Historic field boundary, once a small
hedgerow and possibly earthbank but
now an impenetrable dense block
of predominantly thorn scrub
Shallow seasonal ponds

Seasonal pond, remnant of the farmed
landscape. In the past has supported
populations of frogs and newts. Has
previously been de-silted and de-shaded
but is currently surrounded by dense scrub.

Steps
Granite surfaced path network
connecting the site entrances
and play area
Tarmac path leading nowhere
and abruptly terminates

Pockets of hawthorn
and blackthorn scrub

Historic field boundary with earthbank and
mature oak trees, now an impenetrable
block of thorn scrub restricting views and
access through to the wider site
Site entrance from
Ilkley Road

Unimproved meadow supporting
a wealth of wildflowers and insects
Bramble scrub margins provide an important
buffer role between the site and back garden
fences, but are steadily encroaching onto the
important meadows

Mown grass paths intersect the site

Site entrance from Heysham Drive

Mown grass path
Amenity grass
Ride coppiced on rotation
Unimproved meadow
Hard surfaced path
Pond
Scrub
Trees and woodland
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Some large oak trees which formed part
of the historic field boundary but now
engulfed by extremely dense blackthorn
scrub; entirely inaccessible and evidence
of fly tipping.

Narrow, muddy path through
very dense thorn scrub

Site entrance connecting with
Public Footpath No.26
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SITE CONSTRAINTS
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Prestwick Road Meadows
Local Nature Reserve

Prestwick Road Meadows, South
Wildlife Site 90/001

Footpath no. 010
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Footpath no. 26
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SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1

HISTORY
Prestwick Road Meadows open space was created in the early 1950s following a post‐war
boom in housing construction in South Oxhey. The estates were built over an historic farmed
landscape belonging to Little Oxhey Farm which was demolished to make way for the
development. The linear site of Prestwick Road Meadows cut across several of the fields,
preserving remnants of the post‐medieval field boundaries and a farm pond.
Aerial photographs dating from the 1950s at the time of the estate construction (see below)
show these boundaries as managed hedgerows with occasional hedgerow trees. The
meadows are open and grassy with no other scrub or trees, and the pond is noticeably devoid
of surrounding scrub vegetation.

The South Oxhey Housing Estate under construction, South Oxhey, 1949
© English Heritage (Prestwick Road Meadows marked in blue)
2.2

HABITATS & SPECIES
Unimproved neutral grassland
The unimproved meadows provide the main ecological interest of Prestwick Road south. They
retain a good diversity of plant species and form an important remnant of the area’s
ecological heritage. Species present include black knapweed, cranesbill, common sorrel,
buttercup and birds foot trefoil. The plant diversity in turn attracts an array of butterflies and
invertebrates.
Management of the grassland is through an annual cut and lift operation, taking place at the
end of summer. A major threat to the continued survival and ecological integrity of the
meadows is the encroachment of scrub and tall ruderal vegetation. The previous 5 year
management plan attempted to address this issue through control methods to prevent further
loss of habitat.
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Wildflower meadows on Prestwick Road south
Pond
The pond is an historic feature of the previously farmed landscape. It was cleared out and de‐
silted in 2003 and subsequently retained water throughout winter and spring. The last
management plan made reference to a good frog population and range of native aquatic
vegetation including floating sweet grass. At the time of writing this plan, the pond has again
become completely obscured by scrub including vigorous growth from the osier coppice.

The pond following clearance (taken 2004)
Hedgerows
The hedgerows are a significant part of Prestwick Road South, defining the remnant ancient
field boundaries with banks and ditches. They consist predominantly of hawthorn and
blackthorn with occasional mature oak trees. Since the change of land use from farming to
public open space, the hedgerows have over time changed significantly in character,
developing into substantial sprawling masses of scrub vegetation, obscuring both the
hedgerow trees and other remnant field boundary features, and encroaching into the valuable
grassland.
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Trees
Both the south and north site contain a number of oak trees including some good mature
specimens. On the southern site, these mature trees are located within the hedgerow and are
likely to be the same that are visible on the aerial photos from the 1950s. Either side of
Prestwick Road, the sites have dense stands of oak with numerous young, spindly stems of
poor form. As part of the play area construction on Prestwick Road north, a great deal of
these poor trees were removed from the site, retaining the best specimens where possible.
Scrub
In addition to the expanding former hedgerows, pockets of blackthorn and bramble scrub
have developed elsewhere on the site. Scrub vegetation does have ecological value, providing
a food source for birds and invertebrates and sheltered edges that can provide reptile habitat.
However, on Prestwick Road Meadows the value of scrub vegetation is significantly less in
comparison to the aforementioned grassland, pond and hedgerows. Towards the southern
end of the site, scrub has also restricted access with paths turning to muddy, narrow passages
through the bushes.

Example of scrub encroachment

2.3

ACCESS AND ENTRANCES
Entrances
The main entrances to the sites are from Prestwick Road. This shared boundary along a
relatively busy highway makes for a green, inviting entrance to both sides of the site with a
great deal of potential for encouraging people in.
Prestwick Road south has entrances from Ilkley Road and Heysham Drive, and a footpath out
into the countryside at the south end. Prestwick Road north only has one additional entrance
from Burnley Close.

2.4

FACILITIES
Play Area
In 2014, a new play area was constructed on Prestwick Road north. Construction of this
facility saw the clearance of a dense stand of young, straggly oak trees, some of the timber
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generated being recycled in the play equipment. The CMS were engaged to oversee the
habitat works and to establish a new surfaced path through the site.

New play area on Prestwick Road north
Interpretation panels
Prestwick Road south has two A2 interpretation panels containing watercolour pictures of the
flora and fauna that can be found on the site. At the time of writing this plan, one of the
interpretation panels was almost completely obscured by dense scrub growth.
Football goals
There are two football goals located on an area of open grass at the northern end of Prestwick
Road south.

2.5

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Grounds maintenance in Three Rivers is carried out by an internal grounds team. Currently,
the team are engaged to mow the grass paths throughout the site on a monthly basis in the
summer, to cut and lift the meadow areas once a year, and to litter pick.
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3

ANALYSIS & EVALUATION

3.1

SCRUB MANAGEMENT
Encroaching scrub is the major issue on Prestwick Road Meadows. It is clear from looking at
previous photos and aerial views, and reviewing the previous management plans, that the
issue has continued to grow and any efforts to remedy the problem have only been
temporarily successful at best.
There are three key negative impacts of scrub encroachment: (a) the loss of valuable
unimproved neutral grassland and pond habitats, (b) the loss of traditional landscape
character and heritage, including the obscuring of valuable boundary features and (c) loss of
amenity value through making the site feel unmanaged and unwelcoming with poor visibility
and access.
The issue of scrub needs to be comprehensively addressed before the ecological, heritage and
amenity value of Prestwick Road Meadows is entirely lost. This management plan should look
to establish a funded project that will help restore the site back to its previous character.

3.2

VISIBILITY AND SECURITY
Prior to the play area works on Prestwick Road Meadows North, both sites either side of the
road had dense boundaries of oak trees with overgrown entrance ways and little visibility
beyond. The works on the northern site saw a number of trees removed and a large ride cut
through the woodland along the route of the existing informal path. The effect of this has
been to significantly open up the space and improve its visibility and sense of security.
Prestwick Road Meadows South still suffers from dense internal barriers and poor entrances.
Looking into the site from Prestwick Road, the main thing one notices is the presence of
football goals, which are at odds with the site’s designation as a Local Nature Reserve and
County Wildlife Site. Beyond the football goals, a broad band of dense scrub reveals nothing
of the site beyond, with little in the way of paths or signage, or even clear informal routes to
guide visitors in to explore.
Visisbility is also important on the play area site. The woodland has been maintained as it has
wildlife value and a screening function for residents of properties neighbouring the site.
However, it is important that the shrub level isn’t allowed to become too dense to make the
play area enclosed which could lead to issues of security and vulnerability.

3.3

RE‐ESTABLISHING HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Although the issues have been touched upon above, it is worth emphasising the fact that
Prestwick Road Meadows South appears to have strayed quite far from its original landscape
character, which is of such value that it is deemed worthy of listing in the Historic
Environment Record. There needs to be a more comprehensive effort to try and re‐establish
this landscape in a way that makes it possible for the grounds maintenance team to maintain
in the future.
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4

VISION, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

4.1

VISION
Prestwick Road Meadows is a highly valuable, ecologically rich band of historic remnant
farmland that provides an irreplaceable resource for the residents of South Oxhey. In addition
to the exciting play facility and opportunities for informal recreation, the Local Nature Reserve
offers visitors the chance to relax in and discover wildlife on their doorstep, with footpath
connections extending out into the beautiful countryside.

4.2

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
A

To re‐establish the valuable historic landscape of Prestwick Road Meadows
A1 Develop a funded project to address the serious issue of scrub growth with a view to
securing a long term management solution;
A2 Re‐establish original hedge lines, retaining shrubs where possible but favouring
replanting over retention of over‐grown plants.

B

To effectively manage and, where required, restore the site’s valuable ecological
habitats
B1 Manage unimproved neutral grassland through cut and lift operation to conserve
and enhance species diversity and habitat integrity;
B2 Implement a programme of appropriate management that will help turn reclaimed
land back to rich grassland meadow;
B3 Clear scrub and vegetation from around pond and consider permanent removal of
vigorous shrubs;
B4 Implement a programme of maintenance on the newly cleared ride on Prestwick
Road north to ensure appropriate gradation of vegetated margins;
B5 Where safe and practical retain fallen and dead wood in the woodland of Prestwick
Road north.

C

To make the site more welcoming, safe and secure
C1 Reduce vegetation cover around the site entrances and boundary on Prestwick
Road;
C2 Create clear sight lines and access routes through the site;
C3 Clean and potentially relocate existing interpretation signs; create new entrance
signs;
C4 Explore the possibility of an improved crossing point in an appropriate location
8

D

To engage with the local community and foster support and involvement in the site’s
future
D1 Publicise plans for landscape restoration project and new management plan
D2 Establish events and promotion aimed at engaging local people with the site and
encouraging involvement
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5

ACTION PLANS
The following section has been divided into two tables. The first lists the annual maintenance
operations that are carried out each year by the TRDC in‐house grounds maintenance team.
The second table sets out the standalone, one off items that will form the core actions of this
5 year management plan.
All operations are to be carried out in accordance with existing grounds maintenance
specifications.

5.1

ANNUAL OPERATIONS
To be read with Annual Operations plan

TASK

FREQUENCY WHEN

WHO

Litter picking and emptying of bins in the
play area

Weekly

All year

GM team

Cleaning interpretation panels and other
signage

Once

Apr

GM team

Cut 1m width grass pathways through
the site, following existing lines and map.

Monthly

Apr to Nov

GM team

Cut grass within play area

Fortnightly

Apr to Nov

GM team

Cut 2m width grass margins either side of
the surfaced footpaths on Prestwick
Road north.

Fortnightly

Apr to Nov

GM team

Strim all emergent vegetation around
the perimeter fence of the play area and
path junctions

Fortnightly

Apr to Nov

GM team

Strim and cut back all vegetation
encroaching on pedestrian entrances and
paths, and vehicular access routes as
required.

Monthly

Apr to Nov

GM team

Cut and lift all meadow areas once a
year to a height of 7.5 cm (3”).

Once

End of
August

GM team

Cut back.1m width of bramble scrub
growth from around the site perimeter.

Once

End of Aug –
Sep

GM team

Pond maintenance – strim all blackthorn
and elder scrub encroaching on the pond

Once

Nov to Jan

GM team

Tree safety checks

Once

Every three
years

TRDC
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NOTES

Panels and structures to be
washed.

All arisings to be removed
and disposed off site
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ANNUAL OPERATIONS
JC.CMS.04.03.2015

%
U

%
U

ANNUAL OPERATIONS

%
U

Refer to 5.1 Annual Operations Table for details on frequency
and time of year of operations
U%
U%

Clean Interpretation panel
Clean Noticeboard
Cut 1m width grass pathways
Cut back 1m width of bramble scrub growth
from around the perimeter
Mow grass in play area and 2m margins
either side of surfaced path
Strim vegetation back from path edges,
site entrances and edge of play area
Clear back emergent scrub vegetation
from around pond, play area, site frontage
with Prestwick Road, and grass paths.
Cut and lift meadow grass
Coppice shrubs on 4 year rotation
Tree safety inspection every 3 years
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5.2

ONE‐OFF ACTIONS
To be read with One‐off Actions plan

TASK

WHEN

WHO

COST

NOTES

Plan for Landscape restoration
project, to include large scale scrub
removal throughout the site.

Apr – Oct

CMS; TRDC

CMS
project
work

Produce project brief and specification;
cost project; seek funding.

Design, manufacture and install new
wooden monolith entrance signs for
the site

May ‐ Jul

CMS; TRDC;
CMS vols

£1500

See Specification 1

Remove existing wooden entrance
sign

Jul

TRDC

‐

Set up a roaming display of
information and historic photos to
describe the landscape restoration
project

Jul – Aug

CMS; TRDC

‐

Move between locations such as libraries,
community centres, council officers etc.

Organise a Walks & More event to
encourage local people to find out
about the project.

Aug

CMS

‐

Publicise widely, including through
roaming display

Possibly remove football goals

Sep

TRDC

‐

Action to be discussed with council
members first.

Carry out Landscape Restoration
project

Nov – Feb

Contractor

TBC

DEPENDENT ON ACQUISITION OF
FUNDING

Organise a Walks & More event to
talk through progress of Landscape
Restoration project

Apr

CMS

‐

Review current annual maintenance
operations in light of cleared areas.
Amend accordingly.

Apr

CMS; TRDC;
GM Team

‐

Rough cut of reclaimed areas to
control scrub regrowth and aid
grassland establishment.

4 cuts
between
Apr – Sep

GM team

‐

Following cut & lift operation on
meadows, spread green hay on
reclaimed areas and trample/drive
over to dislodge seed.

End of Aug
‐ Sep

GM team

‐

Nov ‐ Jan

GM team
or CMS vols

‐

YEAR 1 2015/16

YEAR 2 2016/17

YEAR 3 2017/18
Coppice shrubs and regrowth along
the ride through Prestwick Road
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Continue to coppice on a 4 year rotation.
See Specification 2.

north and around the play area.
Rough cut of reclaimed areas to
control scrub regrowth and aid
grassland establishment.

4 cuts
between
Apr – Sep

GM team

4 cuts
between
Apr – Sep

GM team

Sep – Mar

TRDC; CMS;
GM Team

‐

YEAR 4 2017/18
Rough cut of reclaimed areas to
control scrub regrowth and aid
grassland establishment.
YEAR 5 2018/19
Review progress of management
plan and produce new action plans
for 2020 ‐ 2025
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CMS
project

PRESTWICK ROAD MEADOWS
Greenspace Action Plan 2015 - 2020

ONE-OFF ACTIONS
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Year 3 Coppice shrubs and regrowth
along the ride through Prestwick Road north

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

#
S
#
S

#
S

Year 1 Remove existing wooden entrance sign
%U

#
S

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

%U
#
S
%
U

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

Year 1 Remove football goals

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

Refer to table 5.2 One Off Actions for
details on timing and responsibilities
U%
U%
U%
S
#

Interpretation panel
Noticeboard
Existing entrance sign
New monolith entrance sign
Mown grass path
Amenity grass
Ride coppiced on rotation
Unimproved meadow
Hard surfaced path
Pond
Scrub
Trees and woodland
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#
S
#
S

%U

Year 1 Install entrance monolith

#
S

Year 1 Install entrance monolith
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Monitoring and Review
The Prestwick Road Meadows Green Space Action Plan is intended to cover a period of five
years, from 2015 to 2020. It is recognised that developing a management plan is only the
start. What is also required is a system to deliver, monitor and evaluate the delivery and
effectiveness of the plan, and identify any areas for change.
As actions are carried out, they will be assessed and any issues recorded. An annual review
will consider all of the issues recorded throughout the year, feedback received from the
public, and any changes to policy, legislation and finance.
The entire Management Plan and annual action plans will be made available to view and
download from the Council’s website; park users will be able to monitor the plans and their
progress.
Measure of success
Success of the action plans will be evaluated in the following ways:




The completion of tasks on time and within the resources allocated
Feedback from stakeholders
Feedback from park users

Management Plan Review
At the end of the Plan’s five year term, the management of Prestwick Road Meadows will
require a more comprehensive review in light of the success and progress of the plan. The
process of reviewing and amending the document, and the preparation of new action plans, is
an important and constructive part of the management process.
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Specifications

7.1

MONOLITH ENTRANCE SIGNS

7.2

‐

Design and produce 8 semi‐seasoned English oak ‘Monolith’ entrance features routed
with ‘Prestwick Road Meadows’ and Three Rivers District Council logo, in‐filled with dark
green paint appropriate for external use.

‐

The overall dimensions of the feature should be; length 1800mm x width 250mm x depth
100mm, with a curved top as used on existing signs at Oxhey Woods LNR (photo below).

RIDE MANAGEMENT IN PRESTWICK ROAD NORTH
The creation of a surfaced footpath through Prestwick Road north as part of the play area
presented an opportunity to create a wide ride through the woodland coppicing shrubs and
flailing ground vegetation. The future management of this ride should be as follows:

7.3

2m mown strip

Manage as regularly mown amenity grass on the same cutting
regime as the play area.

5m coppice zone

Maintain a 5m transition ‘woodland edge’ zone between the
path and the trees through coppicing of shrub species every 4
to 5 years. Brash generated to be lost within the woods, kept
clear of any paths and ponds.

SCRUB REMOVAL IN PRESTWICK ROAD SOUTH
To be read with Landscape Restoration Plan.
Major project to restore an important historic landscape through significant removal of scrub
and turning land back to meadow. The aim of this project will be to remove scrub vegetation
to the extent that the TRDC grounds maintenance team will be able to manage areas
themselves through to grassland restoration. Full specification to be developed

PRESTWICK ROAD MEADOWS
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LANDSCAPE RESTORATION PLAN
JC.CMS.04.03.2015

Mown grass path
Amenity grass
Ride coppiced on rotation
Unimproved meadow
Hard surfaced path
Pond
Scrub
Trees and woodland
Outline of existing scrub
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