Aims and Objectives
A Energy and Climate Change

C Waste
Aim: To reduce the amount of waste produced and
manage it sustainably
Landfill sites are still the source of around a third of
methane emissions, which is a very potent greenhouse
gas and by reducing and recycling waste we can save
dwindling resources.
Objective 7: Further reduce waste and increase
recycling from Council buildings
Objective 8: Provide services and work in partnership to
minimise the amount of household waste sent to landfill
and maximise the opportunities for recycling.
Objective 9: Encourage householders and businesses
to reduce their waste and recycle more in partnership
with Wasteaware

Aim: To reduce energy use and emissions which
contribute to climate change
Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas and
reducing carbon emissions from energy is crucial to
limiting the impact of climate change. As set out in
the Climate Change Act 2008, it is the duty of the
Secretary of State to ensure that the net UK carbon
account for the year 2050 is at least 80% lower than
the 1990 baseline. As a Council we can reduce our
carbon emissions directly through our own operations
and we report our Greenhouse Gas Emissions against
targets each year. We can also reduce carbon emissions
indirectly through building regulation and planning
powers. Through the Home Energy Conservation Act
requirements we also set out our priorities to encourage
the improvement of energy efficiency of existing
properties which can also help to alleviate fuel poverty.
Objective 1: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
Council operations
Objective 2: : Minimise greenhouse gas emissions from
new developments in the District in line with our Local
Plan
Objective 3: Encourage the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions from existing properties in the District in
line with the priorities in our Home Energy Conservation
Act report

D Reducing Water Use
Aim: Use water efficiently
The availability of water is a very likely to be affected in
the future by a changing climate. Most of Hertfordshire’s
water is drawn from natural underground supplies
replenished by rainfall. These supplies also feed the
chalk streams and wetlands in the county. The District
has above average water consumption in an area
of water stress so reducing this will be important to
maintaining supplies and habitats in the future.
Objective 10: Reduce the Council’s water use
Objective 11: Support development where efficient use
is made of water resources in line with our Local Plan
Objective 12: Promote water efficiency in homes and
businesses in the district

B Biodiversity
Aim: To maintain our natural habitats, green
spaces and wildlife
As a public body we have a duty to conserve biodiversity.2
Three Rivers has a rich diversity of habitats and
species and we are keen to continue to manage these
sustainably and use our powers to protect them if they
are under threat, for example from light, noise, or water
pollution as set out in our Local Plan, so that wildlife can
flourish and everyone can enjoy them and gain health
benefits from doing so. Encouraging people to visit
local nature reserves and experience local habitats can
help raise awareness of biodiversity. This in turn can
help people make a positive link to the impact that can
be made by managing homes and gardens in a more
environmentally friendly way.
Objective 4: Sustainably manage woodland sites, local
nature reserves, and parks and open spaces owned by
the Council for wildlife and people
Objective 5: Continue to use our powers to understand,
maintain and improve biodiversity in the District
Objective 6: : Encourage residents to help enhance
biodiversity and also to interact more with the natural
environment in conjunction with the Countryside
Management Service, the Local Nature Partnership and
other relevant organisations

E Flooding
Aim: Mitigate increasing flood risk
Warmer wetter winters and more severe weather, as a
result of climate change, are likely to increase the risk of
flooding in the future
Objective 13: Use sustainable drainage systems such
as permeable surfacing and planting to slow water flow,
and manage our riparian sites to mitigate flood risk
Objective 14: Work in partnership with Hertfordshire
County Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority.
Ensure that new development is not subject to
unacceptable risk of flooding, does not unacceptably
exacerbate flooding elsewhere and where practicable
reduce existing flood risk
Objective 15: Raise awareness of the need to prevent
and reduce the impact of local flooding. Signpost
Building Futures and promote sustainable practices.

F Sustainable Transport
Aim: To reduce the impact of local transport on air
quality and carbon emissions
The transport sector produces about a quarter of all
emissions. Petrol and diesel vehicles emit a wide variety
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of pollutants which contribute to climate change, reduce
local air quality and have a negative impact on health.
Smarter travel options include electric cars and lowemission passenger transport. Walking and cycling
have benefits for health in terms of both reducing
contributions to local air pollution and is also good
exercise which has a positive effect on an individual’s
health.
The Council does not have a statutory role in providing
local passenger transport. However, it does have a range
of powers and mechanisms to influence the decisions
of other bodies in making local transport improvements.
The Council is a partner in local sustainable transport
body Intalink and has developed its cycling strategy
since 2003. More recently 5.5 miles of dedicated walking
and cycling routes have been improved since 2011.
Objective 16: The Council will seek to reduce the
impact on carbon emissions and local air quality of travel
associated with Council operations
Objective 17: : In conjunction with the Government,
Hertfordshire County Council, Parish Councils, schools,
local interest groups, and other key stakeholders
the Council will develop and improve local cycling
and walking routes and actively facilitate sustainable
travel through the provision and promotion of new
infrastructure
Objective 18: The Council will promote local passenger
transport and work with the statutory transport providers
including Hertfordshire County Council, bus and rail
operators as well as other partners to encourage
sustainable and healthy forms of travel.

H Climate Change Adaptation
Aim: Improve resilience to the impacts of, and
enable adaptation to, a changing climate
In addition to flooding and water scarcity there are likely
to be other impacts from a changing climate such as
health, wellbeing and economic impacts of overheating
and impacts from extreme weather on our homes and
infrastructure. The National Adaptation Programme
(July 2013) is keen to raise and maintain the profile of
adaptation with local authorities and promote action to
embed climate resilience across local authority services
and responsibilities.
Objective 22: Commit to taking action in a changing
climate by signing the Local Government Association
Climate Local Commitment, set out our actions and
report on progress
Objective 23: Ensure through planning and building
regulations that buildings meet standards for
sustainability which will continue to evolve in response to
emerging risks and issues.
Objective 24: : Improve the understanding of residents
and businesses about what a changing climate could
mean for them and to encourage action to become
resilient to climate risks.

Next Steps:
This strategy now sets the environmental and
sustainability objectives for the Council to achieve. It is
expected that the lifespan of this strategy will be around
5 years. The strategy may need to be reviewed before
this if there are significant changes, for example to
legislation, or if the objectives are no longer relevant.

G Sustainable Procurement and
Fair Trade

Following on from this, an Action Plan will set and
monitor targets to meet the Aims and Objectives
detailed in this strategy.

Aim: To reduce the impact of procurement on the
environment
Three Rivers District Council understands that it is
in a position to lead by example with an obligation
to act responsibly and, by doing this, can have a
positive influence to bring about wider improvements.
Sustainable procurement should consider ‘whole-oflife’ costs and disposal costs, and suppliers will have to
provide this information at tender stage.
Three Rivers officially launched as a Fair Trade district in
May 2008 and operates a Fair Trade Group
Objective 19: To procure goods and services
sustainably taking into account whole life costs, disposal
costs and where appropriate Fair Trade
Objective 20: The Council will only buy recycled,
certified or sustainable and legal timber products.
Objective 21: Promote sustainable procurement and
Fair Trade to homes and businesses in the District.
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Section 40, National Environmental and Rural
Communities Act 2006

