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CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES

Three Rivers District Council Customer Service Centre and One Stop Shop
		
		
		
		

Tuesday
24 Dec
Christmas
Eve

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
25 Dec
26 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec
29 Dec
30 Dec
Christmas
Boxing Day 					
Day						

Tuesday
31 Dec
New Years
Eve

Wednesday Thursday		
1 Jan
2 Jan		
New Years
Day

Three Rivers District
8.30am Closed
Closed
8.30am Closed
Closed
8.30am 8.30am Closed
Council Call Centre
4.30pm			
4.30pm			
4.30pm
4.30pm		
											

Normal hours
8am 6pm

Three Rivers District
8.45am Closed
Closed
8.45am Closed
Closed
8.45am 8.45am Closed
Council One Stop Shop 4pm			
4pm			
4pm
4pm		
and Reception										

Normal hours
8.30am 5.30pm

Three Rivers District Council Leisure Facilities
		
		
		
		

Tuesday
24 Dec
Christmas
Eve

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
25 Dec
26 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec
29 Dec
30 Dec
Christmas
Boxing Day 					
Day						

Tuesday
31 Dec
New Years
Eve

Wednesday Thursday		
1 Jan
2 Jan		
New Years
Day
8am Normal
2pm			

Rickmansworth
Normal
Closed
Golf Course			

8am Normal
Normal
Normal
Normal
2pm					

8am 2pm

William Penn
Leisure Centre

6.30am Closed
2pm		

Check with
venue

6.30am 10.30pm

7.30am 6pm

7.30am 8pm

6.30am 10.30pm

6.30am Closed
2pm		

6.30am 10.30pm

The Centre
		

7am Closed
2pm		

Check with
venue

7am 10pm

9am 7pm

9am 7pm

7am 10pm

8am Closed
2pm		

7am 10pm

Sir James Altham
		

6.30am Closed
2pm 		

Check with
venue

6.30am 10pm

7.30am 7pm

8am 7pm

6.30am 10pm

8am Closed
2pm		

6.30am 10pm

Refuse and Recycling

Collection

There will be no refuse and recycling collections between
Christmas Day and New Year. Two bags of excess waste will be
taken on the first scheduled refuse collection after Christmas.
Residents should follow their collection calendars.
In the event of any extreme weather please check the website
www.threerivers.gov.uk for updates to
collection information.
Please note that collection
calendars can now be downloaded
from the website.
www.threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611

Real Christmas trees
will be collected on
brown bin days
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01923 711063
Watersmeet Box Office www.watersmeet.co.uk
Sunday 1 December

CLOSED

Monday 2 - Thursday 5 December

9am - 5pm

Friday 6 December

9am - 7.30pm

Saturday 7 December

10am - 6pm

Sunday 8 December

12noon - 5.30pm

Monday 9 - Thursday 12 December

9am - 5pm

Friday 13 December

9am - 7.30pm

Saturday 14 December

10am - 6pm

Sunday 15 December

12noon - 5.30pm

Monday 16 - Thursday 19 December

9am - 5pm

Friday 20 December

9am - 7.30pm

Saturday 21 December

10am - 6pm

Sunday 22 December

12noon - 9.30pm

Monday 23 December

9am - 6pm

Tuesday 24 December

9am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 25 December

CLOSED

Thursday 26 December

12noon - 5.30pm

Friday 27 December

9am - 6pm

Saturday 28 December

10am - 6pm

Sunday 29 December

12noon- 5.30pm

Monday 30 December

9am - 6pm

Tuesday 31 December

9am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 1 January 2014

CLOSED

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Home for Christmas
Nine affordable rented
units from the Leavesden
aerodrome development
have been handed over
by Bellway Homes to the
District Council as part of
Phase 1 of the 425 home
development. Applicants
have been bidding and the
first new tenants have now
moved in.
The first batch are three
bed homes for families
on the District Council’s
housing register. They have
a garden with a shed and
high levels of insulation
and energy efficient
appliances.

Ice news

Towards Excellence

Antony Nolan (pictured)
has moved into one of
the homes with his three
children after spending the
last four months living in
temporary accommodation.
Antony said: “It has been a
very tough year for us as
we were made homeless
earlier this year. We are
truly blessed to be moving
in to this fantastic new
home as it will give us all a
fresh start.”
More affordable homes
are coming through in
Phase 2 with Bovis Homes,
with another six rented

6

Sustainability

7-8

Community Safety

properties. As building
continues, more homes will
follow next year which will
be a mix of one and two
bedroom flats.
The properties are being
managed by Paradigm
Housing Association.
More on housing p12.

Service alerts are available this winter from the District
Council from its special Service e-newsletter and on
Twitter and Facebook. News includes refuse and recycling
collection information during severe weather. For a list of
social media options click on the e-newsletter tab at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
The Twitter account @Herts_Highways provides updates
from Hertfordshire County Council about incidents
affecting roads together with salting information.

Help beat the cold

2-5

Rises in fuel prices have prompted a further
appeal for donations from residents and
businesses to support the Beat the Killer
Cold scheme. The not-for-profit project
provides extra financial help to pensioners
on low incomes in the district.
The scheme is run by the District Council.
Every pound you give is matched by the
Council with another pound – effectively
doubling your donation.
You can donate by debit card on 01923
776611 and by card, cash or cheque at the
Council’s One Stop Shop in Rickmansworth.
More on winter fuel help p13.

9

Business News

10-11

Community Action

12-13

Leisure and Culture

14-16
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KEVIN SNOW

Assistant Editor

JAMAL KHAN

Designer

DIANE BUGEJA
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VICTOR SHACK
PATRICIA RAYNER
SUE LACEY
ANNE SIMONS

We welcome your ideas and feedback on this magazine.
Ring 01923 727334 or email
kevin.snow@threerivers.gov.uk
Front cover: Sleeping Beauty

If you would like this information
translated into another language please
contact us on 01923 776611.
W sprawie tłumaczeń proszę kontaktować sie z
Para traduções favor contactar

01923 776611

This information is also available on our
website at www.threerivers.gov.uk

If you need this information in
large print, braille or another
format call
01923 776611
All information is correct at time of going to print.
Printed on chlorine-free paper from sustainable forests.
This publication cost 20p per copy including delivery.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k
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Task Force

Bedmond
By the Bedmond Task Force

Rail scheme on track
Clearance work has now begun to prepare for construction
of the Croxley Rail Link in 2014. But what does Croxley Rail
Link mean for the area?

This Christmas, the Task
Force have arranged
another Carol Service,
again complete with
Christmas tree, outside
Bedmond Village Hall with
hot mince pies and mulled
wine and warm chat in the
hall afterwards.
Last year the weather did
its worst with pouring rain

and high winds but despite
the wet and cold, it did not
perturb people coming
along with their brightly
coloured umbrellas, smiling
faces and cheerful voices.
The participants came from
far afield beyond Bedmond.

The scheme will provide environmentally friendly links to
the Harlequin Shopping Centre, Watford General Hospital,
Vicarage Road and Croxley Business Park. The link will
improve travel to and from London and provide easier
connection to the national rail network.

Club goes digital

Watersmeet Film Society
are aiming to go digital in
the New Year after showing
their films in traditional
35mm and on standard
DVD equipment.

new swimming
pool proposed

Page 4

Witch career?

Three Rivers youngsters were treated to a careers triple
bill at the latest meeting of the Youth Council. Council
legal expert Amanda Ball discussed working in law, the
Police Cadets talked about getting involved in the popular
youth group and jobs in the Police force while Anne Lean
from Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making
of Harry Potter gave a presentation on careers in the
creative industries.
Anne Lean said: “Our lessons at the Studio Tour are
designed to give students an insight into the world of film
production. I hope this talk demonstrated to the Youth
Council what a wealth of jobs there are in the creative
industries from scriptwriting to security.”
The next Youth Council takes place on 4 February. Details
on p6. A list of youth groups is available from
www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611

South Oxhey

The District Council’s leisure
committee are now studying
options for a new swimming
pool in South Oxhey. Three
Rivers has commissioned
draft designs for a new pool
at The Centre in Gosforth
Lane, which currently has
no provision for swimming.
The new facilities would

More on Christmas
concerts and carols p13.

Three Rivers’ Chairman, Les Mead,
is supporting a range of Yuletide
events including the popular All Saints
Christmas Market in South Oxhey and
the Starlight parade in Rickmansworth.
Les is also busy raising funds for Watford
Peace Hospice and the Three Rivers
Museum Trust during his year of office.
He is currently vice-chairman of the
Museum Trust. Follow Les at http://
threeriverschair.wordpress.com/

The link is expected to provide a catalyst for both
economic and housing development. Completion is
scheduled for 2016. www.croxleyraillink.com/

Nearly all films now are
digital and the club is
fundraising to purchase a
specialist digital projector,
boosted by a £20,000
grant from the District
Council. After a break
for the panto season, the
group’s next showing will
be Rush on 10 January,
Woody Allen’s Blue
Jasmine on 16 January, Le
Weekend on 13 February
and Philomena on 20
March. See back page for
information.

Bedmond Village Caro
l
Concert:
Wednesday 11
December 2013 at
6.30pm outside
Bedmond Village Hall.

replace the old Sir James
Altham Pool in Little Oxhey
Lane.
Three Rivers cabinet member
for leisure and community,
Keith Williams, said: “Sir
James Altham Pool, while
still very popular, is really
past its shelf life. The Centre
is close to the precinct and

is a modernbuilding.”
The need for a new pool
was raised by residents at
the South Oxhey Initiative
public consultations. By
having the facilities on
a single site, the Council
expects to make a
significant saving. If the
project goes ahead the
football pitches used by the
Oxhey Jets will still remain.
More on the Oxhey Jets p14.

Great
shakes

Watford Rural and Abbots
Langley Parish Councils are
among the organisations
which have teamed up with
Hertfordshire Highways
to help distribute salt on
the roads this winter. The
County Council is providing
850 KG of salt to parish
councils and residents’
associations who have
joined the scheme to help
with clearing snow and ice.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Pain of war remembered
student

By Amy Ellis, Rickmansworth School work experience student
In the New Year, the Herts at War Project will be travelling
around Hertfordshire for the WW1 centenary. The project
aims to uncover and record the many captivating WW1
tales from the people of Hertfordshire that are yet to
be told and shared; it aspires to commemorate these
individuals a century on from the event. By doing this,
Herts at War hopes to raise awareness of WW1, and delve
deeper, looking at the lives and experiences of those who
stayed at home and those men and women who served on
the fighting front and home front then.
Historian and project organiser Dan Hill said:
“We feel that the individuals whose names
adorn the 707 war memorials in Hertfordshire
deserve to be remembered and their stories
recorded for posterity. “
Find out more and get involved at
www.hertsatwar.co.uk
Pictured: Jon Grant, Dan Townsend and Dan Hill

Youth awards

Recruitment is now taking place for new groups who can
spend the winter months learning new skills; getting to
know each other and having lots of fun. Any young person
aged 14-18 can apply to complete their Bronze award with
Youth Connexions, part of Hertfordshire County Council
and 15 -18 year olds can apply for the Silver. Venues in
Rickmansworth, Mill End, South Oxhey and Chorleywood
(depending on demand). Costs are kept to an absolute
minimum.
youthconnexions.threerivers@hertfordshire.gov.uk
01442 454060

Rickmansworth Scenes will be the first showing of a new
collection dedicated to the place Ross lives and works. His
expressionistic style narrates scenes that evoke memories
of places people have a relationship with. Ross has a
studio on Rickmansworth High Street.

Watersmeet, High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1EH.
www.facebook.com/artistmeet
www.watersmeet.co.uk 01923 727146.

New saunas
and studios
Customers at William Penn
Leisure Centre can look
forward in the New Year
to a new sauna and steam
room, refurbished dry side
changing rooms, and the
creation of a multi-purpose
studio.
The three month project
has been led by Hertsmere
Leisure with Three Rivers
District Council. The
project is designed to
improve the experience
for customers and follows
other improvements to
William Penn in recent
years including the
provision of a new fitness
studio and remodelled pool.
Scott Beattie, centre
manager, said: “This
project will have a dramatic
impact on the customer
experience.”
www.hertsmereleisure.co.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Ross Ashmore, an urban landscape painter, returns to
Artistmeet with a new exhibition demonstrating his love of
the area.

Exhibition runs until Friday 3 January 2014. Artistmeet
is open Monday to Friday from 10am - 4pm (except Bank
Holidays) Saturday 10am - 2pm and entry is free.

By Mary Walsh, Youth Connexions
Over 40 young people in Three Rivers celebrated their
achievement in obtaining their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
and Silver awards in November. They met in Abbots
Langley to show parents and friends what they have
achieved over the past year. The awards involved them
in challenging expeditions where their map reading skills
are put to the test, in learning new skills and in getting
involved with their community.

Art of the ordinary

Jive, baby. Anyone interested in having fun and keeping
fit is welcome to the join the Three Rivers Jive Club. The
friendly group meets at Croxley British Legion in Watford
Road every Tuesday evening and includes a special
beginners’ class. http://rockandrolljive.co.uk/ 07928 711938

Water way to go. Thanks to funding of over £400,000
from the Canal and River Trust, Hertfordshire County
Council, Three Rivers District Council and Watford Borough
Council, the towpath from Hunton Bridge down to the
Iron Bridge Lock in Cassiobury Park has been resurfaced,
transforming this much loved waterway route for the many
walkers, cyclists, joggers and boaters who use it every day.

Page 5
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TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Ward changes decided
be represented by 39
Councillors in the future,
nine fewer than the
current arrangements.
The recommendations
also propose that those
Councillors should
represent 13 three-member
wards across the district.

The independent Local
Government Boundary
Commission for England
has published its final
recommendations for new
electoral arrangements
for Three Rivers District
Council.
The Commission’s final
recommendations propose
that Three Rivers should

In the Abbots Langley
area, the Commission

proposes to alter its
previous recommendations
so that the town of Abbots
Langley is included in a
three-member ward with
Bedmond. The areas of
Primrose Hill, Langleybury
and Hunton Bridge are
included together in the
three-member Gade
Valley ward (the draft
recommendations had
proposed to divide the
town of Abbots Langley).
The proposed new
arrangements must
now be implemented by
Parliament. A draft order
will be laid in Parliament
in the coming months.
The draft Order provides
for the new electoral
arrangements to come
into force at the Council
elections in 2014.
www.lgbce.org.uk

All out elections

Have you
Thursday 22 May 2014 registered
to vote?
Three Rivers District Council
The new 13 Wards will have three seats each. The new
Council will have 39 Members replacing the current 48.
The new 13 District Wards are:Abbots Langley:
Abbots Langley & Bedmond, Gade Valley, Leavesden (3)
Watford Rural:
Carpenders Park, Oxhey Hall & Hayling, South Oxhey (3)
Rickmansworth, Chorleywood and Sarratt: Chorleywood
North & Sarratt, Chorleywood South and Maple Cross, Moor
Park & Eastbury, Penn & Mill End, Rickmansworth Town (5)
Croxley Green:
Dickinsons, Durrants (2)

Chorleywood Parish Council
All out elections 22 May 2014 - the 17 Parish seats:
Chorleywood Cedars
Chorleywood North
Chorleywood Quickwood
Chorleywood South
European elections are
also taking place in
Three Rivers on
Thursday 22 May.

Page 6

(returning 2 members)
(returning 7 members)
(returning 1 member)
(returning 7 members)
The Count for the Thre
e Rivers
District and Chorleywo
od Parish
will be on 23 May (Frida
y).
The Count for the Euro
pean
Parliament election
will be on 25 May (Sun
day)

It is important that you
exercise your right to vote
in order to influence what
happens in your area. If
you are not registered you
will not be able to vote and
it could affect your credit
rating when applying for a
mortgage or to obtain credit.
Annual canvass forms have
been sent out. Please return
as soon as possible to save
the cost of a door knock
from a Council officer.

Have your say:
Abbots Langley Local Area Forum
Tuesday 25 March 2014 (7.30pm)
St Michael’s Catholic High School, High Elms Lane,
Garston, Watford

Rickmansworth Local Area Forum
Thursday 27 March 2014 (7.30pm)
Eastbury Farm School, Bishops Avenue

Other Council meetings:
Pensioners’ Forum
Friday 21 February 2014 (2pm – 4pm)

The pensioners’ forum is open to all local pensioners
and is held three times a year. Recent topics have
included Croxley Rail Link, reducing energy bills,
writing a will and the work of the U3A.
Venue: Three Rivers House, Northway,
Rickmansworth.
Help with transport is available. 01923 776611
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk

Youth Council
Tuesday 4 February 2014 (5.30pm – 7pm)
The popular Youth Council is held three times a year
and is open to local 11 – 19s. The group sets their own
agenda and has a £1,000 annual budget to spend on
good causes. Recent speakers have included Warner
Brothers’ education officer, the Police Cadets, a legal
expert and the Council’s pest control officer.
Three Rivers House, Northway, Rickmansworth. Pizza
from 5pm. Help with transport is available.
@threeriversdc 01923 776611
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk

Tenancy Fraud
is
robber y and co daylight
happening in a uld be
property
near you …
Unlawful sub
succession and letting,
obtain
housing by dec ing
eption
are all forms of
tenancy fraud

Important
information
about electoral
registration from
2014
Household registration will
be replaced by individual
registration by each voter.
All electors will have to
register to vote individually
before being added to the
register.
To ensure that you
are registered to vote
please contact us on
01923 776611

SAY
NO TO
TENANCY
FRAUD

It is THEFT
from your
family,
friends and
your local
community
Tell us what you
know
not who you ar
e:
08
00
458 9200
Tenancyfraud@th
reerivers.gov.uk

Fig hti ng ten an
cy fra ud to ge
the r

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Outdoor
workout
By Amy Ellis, work
experience student,
Rickmansworth School

Mr Pat Duncan at Mill End allotments. Mr Duncan has been
growing vegetables on his allotment for 30 years and used
to work as a gardener for the Duchess of Marlborough who
lived in Hornhill.

The
good life
Real Christmas
trees can be left
next to the brown
bin for collection.
Please see your
collection calendar!
More on Christmas
services page 2.

More recycling
As well as the recycling you
can place out for collection
from the kerbside, there
are many other items
that can be recycled at
your local Household
Waste Recycling Centres
which are managed by
Hertfordshire County
Council. For example,
batteries, scrap metal,
textiles, toners and inkjets,
fluorescent tubes, and
wood. Full list at
www.wasteaware.org.uk
0300 1234 051.
There are two recycling
sites in Three Rivers:
Riverside Drive,
Rickmansworth, WD3 1BN
and Waterdale on the A405
(near junction 6 of the M1).

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

The District Council is
inviting businesses and
community organisations
to get in touch if they have
small parcels of land that
might be converted to rent
as allotments.
The District Council and
the Parish Councils hold
allotment sites throughout
the district but most sites
have a waiting list.
A list of allotment sites and
associations is available at
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Three Rivers has lots of
public open space, covering
197 hectares. Three Rivers
conservation projects are a
big help to the community
in the maintenance of these
beautiful areas.
It is in the winter months
that the conservation
groups are busiest, with
all of the main activities
taking place. Young people
are welcome at all the
groups. Under-16s need
to be accompanied by a
responsible adult.
Joining a conservation
group does not only have
environmental benefits, it
has endless benefits
socially and is a good form
of exercise.
Friends groups in the area
include: Chorleywood
House Estate, Oxhey Woods
Conservation Volunteers,
Friends of Carpenters Wood,
Friends of the Withey Beds.
www.threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611

Traditional and
woodland burials
Woodcock Hill Cemetery is situated in Harefield Road and
provides traditional and woodland burials. The woodland
cemetery is for those people wanting an environmentally
friendly alternative to traditional burials. This means
that loved ones may be buried in a wicker or other biodegradable coffin with graves set among trees and wild
flowers.

Saving water
It might be hard to believe but Hertfordshire is one
of the driest regions in the country. We are also
one of the biggest users of water, with each person
on average using 162 litres of water per day – the
equivalent of two bathfuls.
Fixing a dripping hot tap, making sure the
dishwasher and washing machines are full before
you use them, or cutting a minute off your shower
time are great ways to not only save water but help
save pounds off your energy bills, too.
Reducing our water consumption by just 12 litres
each per day will bring us down to the national
average of 150 litres per person per day. The more
we reduce, the greater the benefits to us and our
local environment.

The Council is creating woodland to develop over the years
where future generations can walk, sit or contemplate.
To be fair to all residents in the district and to make the
most careful use of the space available, the pre-purchase
of graves is, regretfully, not permitted.
The options for burial within the traditional section of the
cemetery are treble depth, double depth and single depth.
We only allow single depth interments within the woodland
section. Half plots are available for cremated remains.
There is a separate Muslim section and also a children’s
area within the cemetery.

For more
information, water
saving devices and water and
energy saving tips go to
www.greenourherts.org.uk
01923 776611
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greenourherts
Website expands
Three Rivers’ award winning environmental website,
launched in November 2008, is going countywide.
The site is expanding and changing its name to
www.greenourherts.org.uk to support awareness raising
on environmental issues right across Hertfordshire.
The site provides information to residents and businesses
about energy and water efficiency, waste and recycling,
and nature and habitats. It includes information on why
we should consider the environment, what we can do
and how to find out about Council services and other
initiatives. Many of the actions not only reduce the impact
on the local and global environment but can often save
you money, too. www.greenourherts.org.uk 01923 776611.

New scrap
metal laws
Anyone buying or selling
scrap metal will now have
to carry a special licence.
It’s part of new national
legislation that aims to
stamp out the black market
trade in stolen scrap metal
and address national
concern over metal theft
from churches and other
historic buildings, railways
and communications
networks.
Under the new law (Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013),
anyone carrying on
business as a scrap metal
dealer will need to obtain
new licences from their
local council.
All scrap metal dealers
need a new licence to
continue operating after 1
December.

Parks are among
best in the UK

Applicants and site
managers will have to
provide criminal record
certificates with their
applications. Both councils
and Police officers will
receive new powers to
close down unlicensed
scrap metal sites.

Chorleywood House Estate, the Aquadrome and
Leavesden Country Park are three of the best in the UK –
and that’s official. The national Green Flag award, handed
out by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy, recognises
and rewards the best parks and green spaces across the
country. A Green Flag flying overhead is a sign to visitors
that the space boasts the highest possible standards and
is beautifully maintained.

Are you a volunteer
sports coach?
at
rsary scheme is aimed
Our new Coaching Bu
Rivers.
ree
Th
in
ering to clubs
volunteer coaches deliv
g
to further your coachin
You can gain funding
rding
ort to attend Safegua
qualifications plus supp
.
d First Aid courses
Children workshops an
erivers.gov.uk
01923 776611 www.thre
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Welcome to fish island
Batchworth Lake has benefitted from a number of
environmental improvements over the last 18 months.
Work has focused on protecting the edge of the lake but
also providing an area from which to fish or simply admire
the view. Several areas of lake edge were also planted
with vegetation, which has been protected with ‘faggots’.
Faggots are bundles of twigs tied together and held in
place by wooden stakes. The faggots will break down over
time but, in the meantime, they will not only help protect
the vegetation while it establishes but they will also help
trap sediment behind them.
The latest phase of the project should make the
Aquadrome an even more popular spot for anglers, bird
watchers, water-skiers, cyclists, joggers and walkers.
Rob Pearson of the Environment Agency says:
“Batchworth Lake is already popular with experienced
anglers who fish it for its carp. Unfortunately though,
there isn’t enough vegetation in and around the lake in
which smaller fish species can hide to avoid being taken by
birds, particularly cormorants.
“As a result, the populations of silverfish species such as
roach, rudd, bream and perch are depleted, and far less
plentiful than they could be in a lake of this size. These
species provide great sport for younger and more casual
anglers.”
The project was completed thanks to a grant from the
Environment Agency and with support from Uxbridge
Rovers Angling and Conservation Society.
principle is that it exists to
benefit the community and
the majority of any future
profits are reinvested back
into the community.

The Green Deal helps
you make energy-saving
home improvements, like
insulation or installing
a new boiler. It lets you
pay for some or all of the
improvements over time
from savings on your
energy costs.

Three Rivers have joined
together with 14 other
local authorities and set up
Green Deal Together, which
is a Green Deal provider.
Green Deal Together is
a Community Interest
Company and the key

Green Deal Together wi
ll
be launching its service
s in
early 2014.
To register your interes
t
ring 0300 111 3330
info@greendealtogether.
org.uk
www.gov.uk/greendeal

Contact us on 01923 77661 1

AUTUMN/WINTER 2013 THREE RIVERS TIMES

COMMUNITY SAFETY

Hate crime - what I can report?
Any incident against you
or someone else that you
believe was motivated by:
Racism - Religion/
belief - Homophobia Transphobia - Disability
Incidents may include
verbal abuse, harassment,
attacks, damage to your
property, bullying or
graffiti.
Hate Crime Officer
01923 472085

Police non-emergency
number - 101
Three Rivers District
Council
01923 776611
www.herts.police.uk
www.report-it.org.uk
Always call 999 in an
emergency.
“Outside of class you’d
get punched and kicked,
because obviously they

wouldn’t do it in front of
teachers because they’d
be caught. So they’d get
you when you were outside
of class.” - male victim of
racial abuse.
Your report is important.
By reporting what has
happened to you, we
may be able to prevent
something similar
happening to somebody
else. Any information will
be treated in confidence.

New station system
By Jon Horastead, Watford
and Three Rivers station
commander
Rickmansworth Fire
Station has changed duty
system. The new system
allows the Fire Service
to provide exactly the
same 24 hour emergency
cover to the residents

of Rickmansworth at a
considerable cost saving,
by reducing the number of
operational staff required.
Fire fighters now work 12
active hours from 8 until 8,
and are then on call for the
next 12 hours from the new
building at the fire station.
During active working

We’re

closing in

on benefit fraud

together we can

stamp it out
If you suspect someone of benefit fraud
in your area, contact us in confidence on

0800 458 9200

fraud@threerivers.gov.uk
fraud@watford.gov.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

hours they carry out their
practical and technical
training, community fire
safety and equipment
maintenance. During oncall hours their time is their
own.
The system has
been working well at
Rickmansworth since April.
Hertfordshire County
for
Council is responsible
ce
an
en
int
ma
highway
including lighting and
e
repairing potholes in th
in
s
nt
me
ve
pa
roads and
lt
the district. Report a fau
rg
t.o
ec
dir
rts
at www.he
.
or call 0300 123 4047

Volunteer horse patrol
Three Rivers Community Safety Partnership are funding a
horse patrol project. Participating stables will be located
close to rural fly-tipping hot spots in the hope that the
trained volunteer patrollers will act as a deterrent or spot
perpetrators.
Patrols will be non-confrontational with riders acting
as ‘eyes and ears’ only. The patrollers may also attend
local community events. The scheme will be run by
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue.

Operation dUoPoVC
r
Sponge
security
Pudding
Trading Standards
volunteers have been
working with Hertfordshire
Community Meals Service,
accompanying them
on their rounds. The
volunteers provide advice
on doorstep crime, scams
and lotteries to elderly and
vulnerable clients.

If you have a UPVC
door, you should lift
the handle AND turn
the key, even if you
are inside the house.
Many doors can still
be opened from the
outside if you don’t
lock the door from the
inside.

Latest crime figures for Three Rivers
Crime

1 April - 30 Sept 2012

1 April - 30 Sept 2013

Change?

All crime

1,377

1,207

Down 12%

Vehicle crime

178

141

Down 21%

Criminal damage

248

214

Down 14%

Violent crime

251

220

Down 12%

Burglary (domestic)

113

114

Up 1%

Theft of pedal cycle

33

26

Down 21%

THREE RIVERS IS
EST
ONE OF THE SAF
AND
PLACES IN ENGL

Source: IQUANTA. All figures from
Hertfordshire Contabulary.

Page 9

THREE RIVERS TIMES AUTUMN/WINTER 2013

BUSINESS NEWS

Hope
goes
electric
A list of charity shops,
including those which can
accept donated electrical
goods, is available at
www.threerivers.gov.uk

New apprentices join the Council

The Council has recruited four new apprentices working
in grounds maintenance, leisure, democratic services,
business and communications. Pictured is the new Business
and Communications apprentice, Jamal Khan, who will be
working as an assistant editor of this magazine among his
varied tasks.

The HopeWorks shop,
located at 87 Queens
Road, Watford, is part
of an initiative by the
Watford New Hope Trust.
The initiative was set
up to prevent homeless
people from falling into the
‘Benefits trap’.

Ranulph Fiennes
at Chorleywood

The scheme works through
the provision of a daily
rhythm of work, an upto-date employment
reference, support with job
hunting, CV writing and
interview practice.

No sooner have the book
worms at Chorleywood
Bookshop finished their
autumn Lit Fest than they
are preparing for the spring
Children’s Festival.

This scheme offers
services to the local
community such as
painting, decorating, house
clearances and electrical
PAT testing.

The events are timed
around World Book Day on
6 March 2014.

The majority of charity
shops still do not accept
electrical goods but the
New Hope Trust can PAT
test them for safety and
sell them in their shops
to raise funds. Shops are
located at 7 Main Parade,
Chorleywood and 165 New
Road, Croxley Green.

www.chorleywoodbookshop.
co.uk
Ranulph Fiennes signing books at
the shop

Business training
There are plenty of training
resources available for
businesses. Wenta is the
largest enterprise agency
in Hertfordshire. They
encourage business startups and support small
businesses. Their training
and development courses
cover a wide range of
topics, including; business
start-up courses, specialist
tax and legal advice
surgeries, business skills
training and networking
events.
They also offer business
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support on topics including:
starting a business,
business planning and
specialist advice on a range
of subjects. Support for
the unemployed is also
available.
Herts Chamber of
Commerce offers training
resources including Basic
Export Documentation.
Watford Chamber also
provides courses such as
negotiating skills, customer
care and interviewing.
The Herts Sports
Partnership offers training

courses for businesses in
the leisure sector such
as safeguarding and
protecting children, first
aid for sport and exercise.
More on training at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
HMRC offer a Start Yo
ur
Own Business tutorial.
It is
for people who would
like
to start their business
as
a sole trader (running
the
business on your own)
.
This tutorial is on the
HMRC website
www.hmrc.gov.uk

Chorley good
business
By Pierre Bosdet, Chorleywood Business Association
Chorleywood Business Association now has over 80
members made up of both village retailers and small
businesses. Annual functions include the May French
Market, Village Day presence on the Common in July and
organising the Christmas Festival and late night shopping
(this year, 6 December 4pm -10pm).
The CBA also organises the festoon lighting in the village
every December. The association is involved in local issues
and is currently in discussion with the District Council
regarding the parking challenges within the village.
The CBA operate a Business Watch scheme to inform local
businesses promptly of any incidents that occur, liaising
with the Police and local Neighbourhood Watch.
New members from the area or with commercial interests
in the area are most welcome. Membership is £35 per year.
www.chorleywood.biz
A list of business associations is available at
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Commercial
recycling
If you run a business in Three Rivers do you know that you
can recycle? The Council is aiming to improve its services
over the coming months by expanding the materials they
currently collect and give businesses one bin for all the
recycling to go into (rather than separating it as happens
now).
Please contact the District Council to find out about the
current and new scheme and it should help you cut down
on your waste bills.
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611.
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Apprenticeships
myth
busting
Apprenticeships are on the
rise with more than half a
million people completing
one this year – a 79%
increase on 2009.
They are still a great
opportunity to pick up a
skill or a trade and they
still offer apprentices the
chance to earn a wage
and learn on the job. But
the UK has seen a big push in the quantity and breadth of
apprenticeships available, without sacrificing the quality.

Christmas
fayre
Businesses which sell
locally produced foods are
invited to join the Council’s
list of local producers.
There’s something to suit
all tastes including honey
from Croxley Green, herbs
and jams from Sarratt and
nuts and game for sale in
Chorleywood.
www.threerivers.gov.uk
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk

Assessments can still be
made in the workplace
with minimal time away
from work. For employers,
apprenticeships really are
a great way to recruit the
best staff for your business
or upskill members of your
current team.
For more information call
West Herts College 01923
812345

Article provided by West
Herts College www.westherts.ac.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Th
Council business
e
e-newsletter for all th
latest business news
in the district.
k
www.threerivers.gov.u

Sticky bun school
Local schools are invited to apply for special teaching
sessions at Cinnamon Square. The bakery café does a
lot of community work such as teaching children to bake
and they have taught over 9,000 children. They currently
teach three primary schools a year with two sessions per
school. They also train the teachers to bake so they can
teach other children in their school.

Apprenticeships can now be studied at three levels Intermediate, Advanced and Higher. All must be delivered
over at least 12 months and the latter is taught at Level
4, the equivalent to a certificate of higher education.
They also remain a great development tool, with 85% of
apprentices staying in employment within their industry.
Apprenticeships at West Herts College are stronger
than ever in all of the areas you might expect, such as
electrical installation and motor vehicle engineering.
Now the offer of apprenticeships spreads far wider and
is available in new sectors such as accounting, human
resource management,
hospitality, creative media
Sign up for the
and supporting teaching
and learning.
ree Rivers District

Photocaption: [Celebrity
author at Chorleywood
Lit Fest]. No sooner
have the book worms at
Chorleywood Bookshop
finished their autumn
Lit Fest than they are
preparing for the spring
Children’s Festival.
The events are timed
around World Book Day
on 6 March 2014. www.
chorleywoodbookshop.
co.uk

Cinnamon Square recently won the Speciality category at
the World Bread Awards for their Ricky Sticky Bun.

Think ink
Three Rivers District Council
is expanding its printing
services to be available
to support local people,
community groups, schools
and small local businesses.
The services range from A5
flyers on 170gsm glossy or
silk paper at just £5
for 100 or £40 per 1000
or your basic printing/
copying which can even be

printroom@threeriverivers.gov.uk

bound or trimmed.

wide range of other media.

The Council can produce
your newsletters or
booklets and even offer a
comprehensive mail out
service to print and send
out your media to your
customers or contacts.
Three Rivers can also
produce business cards,
postcards, posters and a

100 double sided, colour
postcards/invitations on
350gsm stock can be as
little as £10 plus VAT.
Just email the Council your
document.
printroom@threeriverivers.
gov.uk
01923 776611.

Grow your business

with the Green Deal

Green Deal is the
Government flagship
scheme helping people to
subsidise and finance over
45 home improvements to
their homes. Is your trade
heating engineer, plasterer,
electrician, general builder,
or glazing? Then why not
grow your business with the
Council-backed scheme?

Green Deal Together is your
local Green Deal Provider,
in partnership with Three
Rivers, offering householder
energy saving advice and
support. This CommunityInterest Company will be
launching its services in
early 2014.

local installers who will have
the opportunity to quote for
work generated by Green
Deal Together. If you’re an
SME operating in our area
and would like to find out
how to become Green Deal
approved, please get in
touch.
0300 111 3330 info@
greendealtogether.org.uk

Is this what your marketing plan
looks like?
Don’t worry, you’re not alone
KewMunicate’s purpose is to help local
companies get the most out of their
marketing budgets.
With top London agency experience
and having worked with brands such as
WHSmith, Sainsbury, BMW and Hewlett
Packard, we can bring that expertise to
your doorstep, at a fraction of the cost.

You’ll find a simple, down to earth, jargonfree, honest approach to what we offer.
Whether it’s a full-blown marketing
plan, or just to refresh some literature,
KewMunicate can help and advise.
So whatever your marketing requirements,
contact Tim Bates at KewMunicate today.
It’s what we do!

KewMunicate
Marketing and Communications

kew-municate@hotmail.com
Telephone 07860 538 314

Tis’ Christmas Eve and time stands still
as Santa’s magic starts to fill
the dreams of those who dare to see
a magic night for you and me

11 Bushwood Road, Kew, TW9 3BG. Mobile: +44 (0) 7860 538 314. kew-municate@hotmail.com

copyright © 2013 Diane Bugeja

dianebdesign@gmail.com
Blank for your own message

Proceeds from the sale of this card go to:

We’re looking to work with

www.justbeachild.com
Just be a Child is a Registered Charity No. 1153532
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Help with housing
Here is just some of the
housing help available
and the Council’s team
are always available to
answer any questions.

Landlords’ Forum

Help and advice
Support for Help
homeowners with new
Mortgage to rent
mortgages
One option for residents
unable to pay their
mortgage is for their home
to be bought by a housing
association which then
rents the home back to
the owner who becomes
a tenant on a three year
tenancy. Although the
owner loses possession
of the property, they do
remain in the family home
for up to three years.

The Council supports the
national Mortgage Rescue
Scheme.
People may qualify for
the scheme if they have
dependent children or if
anyone in their household
is pregnant, elderly or
disabled and they are
facing possession action by
their lender.
An equity loan can be
offered and the owner
pays a reduced mortgage
payment at an affordable
amount. The scheme
closes for applications in
March 2014

There are two mortgage
help schemes available in
the area:

Shared
ownership

Leeds Building Society
Helping Hand Scheme

The government’s Help
to Buy scheme can also
provide information
about shared ownership
schemes. This involves
the buyer purchasing
part of the property and
renting the other part
of it. Shared ownership
can be ideal for people
who cannot afford to buy
a home outright. www.
leavalleyhomes.co.uk
www.helptobuy.org.uk/

Suitable first time buyers
can purchase their first
home in the area with a 5%
deposit. The remainder of
the deposit is underwritten
by the County Council and
repaid through the buyer’s
mortgage payments.
Leeds Watford branch
01923 240 589 area@
leedsbuildingsociety.co.uk

Help to Buy
The government will give
suitable homebuyers equity
loans of up to 20% of the
price of a newly built home
worth up to £600,000 from
developers taking part in
the scheme. Loans up to
15% are available on older
properties. Homebuyers
need to contribute at least
5% of the property price as
a deposit.
www.helptobuy.org.uk/

The District Council
enables residents on the
housing register to apply to
rent in the private sector,
with the Council acting as a
deposit guarantor.

Easy Let provides a high
quality low cost lettings
agency for private
landlords. The Council will
consider accepting any
type and size of property
within the Easy Let
scheme, from one bedroom
flats to four bedroom
houses.
01923 776611
www.easyletherts.co.uk

Renting
There are around 1,000
people on the housing
register in Three Rivers.
The District Council has
helped develop the Choice
Based Lettings Scheme
which covers social
housing in Three Rivers,
Hertsmere, Watford,
Welwyn Hatfield and St.
Albans.
This scheme enables
residents to ‘bid’ for
properties in their
area plus a selection of
properties in the other
areas. It does not increase
the housing stock
available, but it does
provide greater choice.
www.hertschoicehomes.
org.uk/
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Help, advice and practical support is available from the
District Council and voluntary organisations.
01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk
Citizens Advice Bureau
Free, confidential, advice is available from the CAB.
There are offices in Abbots Langley, Rickmansworth and
South Oxhey 08444 111 444 The CAB receives funding
from Three Rivers District Council.
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Three Rivers housing experts

The next Landlords’ Forum will be held Monday 20
January 2014 at 6pm for 6.30pm. Venue: Three Rivers
District Council, Northway, Rickmansworth.
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The Council has been
ellings per
th an average of 180 dw
between 2001-2026 wi
ree Rivers
ve been delivered in Th
ha
s
ing
ell
dw
42
2,4
ately
year.
expected that approxim
is
it
d
an
13
-20
01
20
n
betwee
ellings to
14. This leaves 1,848 dw
210 will be built in 2013/
vers by 2021.
be provided in Three Ri
ment
locations Local Develop
Al
e
Sit
e
th
21
20
nd
Beyo
ion
es for housing in addit
Document allocates sit
open space, education
to employment, retail,
ble
contribute to sustaina
and community uses to
.
26
trict up to 20
development in the dis

Contact us on 01923 77661 1

AUTUMN/WINTER 2013 THREE RIVERS TIMES

COMMUNITY ACTION

the central precinct area,
greater certainty of the
development timescale and
clarity on the actual impact
the proposals will have on
them.

New precinct update
Following discussions
with developers and
after taking advice from
Deloitte Real Estate, the
Council has decided to
review the South Oxhey
Initiative development plan
while pressing ahead with
preliminary work.
The Council is considering
making a planning

application for the
development at the
beginning of 2014 while
it goes through a new
process of appointing a
development partner.
Three Rivers’ head of major
projects, Alan Head, says:
“The review will provide
residents, tenants and
users of the facilities in

Christmas
concerts,
carols and
markets
There are loads of events in the area this Yuletide. Here
are just some of the highlights:
Saturday 7 December
Table top sale
All Saints Church, Gosforth
Lane. 10.30am – 12.30pm.
Advent Market
St Pauls C of E Primary
School, Langleybury Lane
12pm – 3pm.
Christmas Fair
Harvey Road School,
Croxley Green 1pm – 4pm.
Sunday 8 December
Christmas Fair
Maple Cross JMI and
Nursery School. 11am – 2pm.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Saturday 14 December
Christmas Carols
Batchworth Lock. 4pm.
Sunday 15 December
Family Carol Service
Mill End Baptist Church,
Field Way. 5pm.
Tuesday 24 December
Nine lessons and carols
St Lawrence Church,
Abbots Langley.
Five services from 1.30pm.
For details of the above and
lots more Christmas events
in the area visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk
or ring 01923 776611.

“We believe we can do
better for South Oxhey
than the deal that was
being offered by Catalyst.
It is much better to spend
time now in carefully
appointing the right
developer for better quality
services and value for
money in the long term.”

South Oxhey
timeline
2014
Planning application for
the new precinct
Appointment of developer
partner
Detailed public consultation
2015
Work begins

For news about local
events and activities
,
sign up for our
e-newsletters:
What’s on
Service updates
Environment news
Planning decisions
Have your say
South Oxhey Initiative
at
www.threerivers.gov.u
k
Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter

Preventing
lone deaths
By Erle Jackson, housing officer, Three Rivers District
Council
We’ve all seen the TV programmes and heard news about
people who die alone at home and remain undiscovered,
sometimes for months. Even in the relatively affluent
and friendly environs of leafy Hertfordshire there is a
sad trickle of these cases. When the Coroner’s call comes
it is one of the tasks of our environmental health staff
to search the property and try to identify any friend or
relative willing to arrange the funeral. Where nobody is
found we arrange it ourselves.
It is a privilege and responsibility to look into a life kept
hidden from others for years, and to stay sensitive to how
the deceased would have felt to know that such a thing
would ever happen.
Looking through the private papers and possessions of a
person who has ended their life as a recluse can be very
salutary. Often it becomes clear that they did not always
live like this and that circumstances which led to their
decline could so easily befall any of us. None of us knows
what lies around the corner.
Sadly, some folk know just as little about what lies next
door. Lone deaths happen more often in the colder
months. As we head into winter spare a thought for
that elderly neighbour. They may be cantankerous and
reluctant to open up now but they probably weren’t always
so. Be alert for anyone who might need help.

Keep warm, stay well
The cold can have an immense impact on
someone’s life and a warm home is crucial for
keeping people healthy but many residents struggle
to stay warm in their home. Older people, those
with very young children and those in poor health
are recommended to heat their living room to 21°C
during the day and the bedroom to 18°C at night,
however anxiety about fuel bills can often deter
people from doing this. Three Rivers is working in
partnership to help vulnerable people and those on
low incomes. Also see Beat the Killer Cold p3.

Support available includes:
Home energy visits
Advice about benefits, debt and
fuel bills
A small grant scheme
Response service to provide
emergency radiators
Draught proofing and insulation
Herts Help 0300 123 4044
(local rate) info@hertshelp.net
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challenging rope courses,
trampolines and the more
traditional elements such
as slides and swings.

Investment in play
Over the last five years,
the Council has continued
to invest in play facilities
across the district. In this
time, eleven play areas
and a skate park have
been redeveloped. Those
communities benefiting
include South Oxhey, Maple
Cross, Mill End, Carpenders
Park, Abbots Langley and
Croxley Green.

Three
events,
one epic
weekend!
Sainsbury’s Sport
Relief is back, from
Friday 21 to Sunday
23 March 2014.
Enter now for half price at
www.sportrelief.com

The latest parks to have
been refurbished are at
KGV Playing Fields, Mill
End, and Baldwins Lane
recreation ground, Croxley
Green. These facilities were
opened during the summer
and include equipment
chosen by their respective
local communities. As
a result, young people
can now enjoy zip wires,

The success of the
play areas are a result
of comprehensive
consultation carried out
by TRDC officers with
local communities and
working with the chosen
play area contractor to
ensure the best facility is
built. The end result, are
play areas that appeal to
young people aged 2-14
years, cater for those with
a disability and consider
the needs of parents and
families.
With an identified
programme of play facility
development ahead, the
Council is committed to
ensuring communities
across the district benefit
from local, safe and free to
access play facilities.

Jets
welcome
new
players

The South Oxhey Jets are
working to rebuild their first
team after several players
have left. They plan to
support more young players
in order to rebuild the team.
The South Oxhey Jets were
formed in 1972. The owner
of the club is John Elliot
who has recently received
a British Empire Medal. The
Jets are currently in the
Spartan South Midlands
League and narrowly missed
out on promotion, finishing
third. The Jets were first
established as a boys’ team
but they eventually moved
to the local Watford leagues
when they also became a
men’s team. To buy their first
home kit, Jet public house
funded the club.
The long term objective
for the club is to get their
ground, The Boundary
Stadium, up to the standards
for promotion in the league.
www.oxheyjets.com

Handball at William Penn
The Mile
Run - fun for
everyone at
Rickmansworth
Aquadrome.

Handball for 11-16 year olds will be coming to William Penn Leisure Centre in 2014!
Sessions will take place on Mondays from 6 January to 31 March (excluding half-term)
from 5pm to 6pm for 11-14 years and from 6pm to 7pm for 15-16 years.
Sign up now to receive a free England Handball t-shirt and ball.
01923 776611 email leisure@threerivers.gov.uk

The Swimathon - with
distances to suit any
swimmer at Sir James
Altham Swimming Pool.
The Cycle - from a family
cycle to challenging
rides in London’s Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park.

Get back in to netball
Back to Netball provides a gentle introduction for female
players over 16. Sessions are coach-led and cover basic
skill development and court play.
Whether it is about rediscovering sporting abilities you
forgot you had or about getting active again, these
sessions cater for all abilities.
Sessions run during term time on Wednesdays 8pm-9pm
indoors at St Clement Danes School Sports Hall, Chenies
Road, Chorleywood, WD3 6EW.
Just turn up and play for £3 per session.
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County full of
possibilities

with Creative Hertfordshire
Creative Hertfordshire, www.creativehertfordshire.com
is an exciting new website for creative businesses, arts
organisations and residents. The free-to-use online
platform is set to become an invaluable resource for
finding out what’s on, what to do and where to go across
the county. All registered users receive regular emails
with top news from the site to inspire them to get creative.

Come along to a Play
Rangers session near you
next February for some
great springtime activities.

Creative businesses, individuals or organisations in, or
operating in Hertfordshire, can showcase their work;
promote events, and share news, music, video and
opportunities. The site is supported by Hertfordshire
local authorities, plus Arts Council England, University of
Hertfordshire and Watford Palace Theatre.
www.creativehertfordshire.com

Croxley Green Skate Park on Baldwins Lane held its
annual skate jam in the summer. The event was aimed at
beginners, skate, scooters, inliners and BMX enthusiasts.
The event included an airbag so the 216 young people who
attended could practise their stunts safely.
Practice your skills at our supervised February half term
sessions 10am-4pm Saturday 15 Feb – Sun 23 Feb 2014.
visit iskateforfun.co.uk 01923 776611

For a full list of locations
and times visit
www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk

Changes to
Playschemes

Skatepark

Get Set Programme
for people with disabilities
The Get Set Programme aims to increase accessibility to
leisure activities for people with disabilities. There are lots
of sessions which range from Get Set Adventure to Get Set
Sail and Get Set Gym to Get Set Perform. We also run Get
Set Learn disability awareness workshops for sports and
leisure providers.
For more information call 01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

From 1 January 2014 prices for Three
Rivers District Council Playschemes
will increase to: £13.50 per day for
Three Rivers residents, £15.50 per
day for non Three Rivers residents
and £3.50 per day for referral
customers. Please note the sibling
discount is no longer valid.
Children aged 4 who wish to attend
must now be in a reception class at
school. Evidence will be required.
01923 776611

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Disability
a w a re n e s s

Tea dances
Three Rivers residents
are invited to join host Mr
Wonderful for an afternoon
of quickstepping, waltzing
and tangoing.
Those dancing solo need
not fear! Partners will be
rotated throughout the
afternoon so there is ample
opportunity to meet new
faces and practice with
people of all abilities.

New Year diary dates:
14 January
11 February (Valentine’s dance)
18 March
Chorleywood Memorial
Hall, Common Road,
Chorleywood WD3 5LN
£3 dancers, £1.50 non
dancers, carers free.
Refreshments are
included in the price.

Electric
Umbrella

A club night run by
adults with disabilities for
everyone! (over 18)
Following the success of
the Electric Umbrella Club
Night a further night of
club entertainment will be
held on 27 February 2014.
Members of our Get Set
Create group have started
to prepare new songs and
will be taking these on tour
in February.
Tickets £5 are on sale
from Watersmeet on
01923 711063.
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Street,
Watersmeet High 3 1EH
WD
Rickmansworth 3
01923 71106
t.co.uk
www.watersmee

Share a wonderful
evening of music and
entertainment with
Jonathan Ansell
An Evening with the
Prince
22 December 2013

Meet Jonathan Ansell
What was your first job?
I worked in Macdonalds as I didn’t
think you could earn enough as a
singer!
What are you looking forward to
most about Panto?
I’m really looking forward to
interacting with the audience.

Sharp Academy presents:
Aladdin Junior
21-23 Feb 2014

Friends of Watersmeet
presents:
Quiz night
14 March

Friends of
Watersmeet
Film Society
present:

You are now a successful solo
artist in your own right, what
do you prefer and why?
I prefer performing as a solo
artist as I have more freedom
and can collaborate with
different people for my shows
and concerts.
What is your favourite song?
Nessun Dorma – it crosses all
boundaries.

What will you perform in your
solo concert at Watersmeet
‘Evening with the Prince’?
Queen to Pavarotti and
everything in between.
What’s next?
Literally as panto finishes I am
flying to Buenos Aires where I will
be performing on board a Crystal
Cruises ship sailing to
Los Angeles.
Jonathan is starring as Prince
Valiant in the Watersmeet panto
of Sleeping Beauty from 6-31
December and will also be hosting
his own show ‘Evening with the
Prince’ at 9pm on 22 December.

Rush, 10 January 2014
(Cert 15) 123 mins
Blue Jasmine,
16 January 2014
(Cert 12A) 98 mins

Harrow Light Opera
Company presents:
The King and I
1-5 April 2014

UK Ballet:
Little Mermaid
4 May 2014
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Le Week-End,
13 February 2014
(Cert 15) 93 mins
Philomena,
20 March 2014
(Cert 12A) 98 mins

To book tickets call the Box Office on
01923 711063
Tickets: Members £3, Concessions
£1.50 for matinee or £2 for evening.
Non-members £5, Concessions £3 for
matinee or £4 for evening.
Times: Matinee at 2pm, evenings
at 7.45pm. Tea and cakes for £1 are
served at matinee performances.
Evening bar opens at 6.30pm.

Watersmeet, High Street,
Rickmansworth WD3 1EH

Meet John Lyons
How did you first get into
acting?
As a teenager I played football
with the editor of the East
London Advertiser and he
pointed me in that direction.
How long did you do a Touch of
Frost for?
17½ years which included 45 two
hour films
Why did a Touch of Frost have
to end and are you still in touch
with David Jason?
It was an age thing! Yes, I loved
working with David, he made the

Box Office: 01923 711063

show fun and we are still great
friends and I am mentioned in his
new autobiography.
What was the highlight of your
career?
A Touch of Frost, but I also
enjoyed doing Upstairs Downstairs
and On the Buses.
How many pantomimes have you
performed in and what do you
enjoy about it?
17, I love the audience interaction
and it’s often a child’s first theatre
experience which I believe should
be magical.
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