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NEWS

SAFE

Public to
vote on
policing

Summer
learning
University of the Third
Age (U3A) groups cover
a range of interesting
topics and activities for
shared learning. There
are groups in Sarratt,
Bushey, Chorleywood,
Rickmansworth, Croxley
Green, Watford and Hemel
Hempstead as well as
elsewhere in the county.
Groups may have waiting
lists and people can set
up new groups. 020 8466
6139 www.u3a.org.uk

Pavement Party

An election will be held on
15 November across the
whole of Hertfordshire to
elect a Police and Crime
Commissioner, who will
then exercise all the
key responsibilities that
currently reside with the
Police Authority.
By the middle of October
all candidates that are
standing for election will
need to have declared their
intention.
Further news about
the arrangements for
the introduction of
Commissioners is available
on the Hertfordshire Police
Authority website
www.hertpa.org

TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Big crowds turned out for a unique twist on the Jubilee Street Party. Traders in Abbots
Langley High Street threw a ‘pavement party’ after hearing that there would not be a
street party in the village.
Lynn Luck, from Over the Moon, said: “People kept asking us what was going on in the
village to celebrate so we decided to club together and throw a pavement party. It was
a fantastic day, the sun shone and we drew much bigger crowds than we expected –
everyone had a great time! We had tea, cake and a toast to the Queen as well as judging
the Children’s Best Crown Contest.”
Support was received from local businesses and their customers and Abbots Langley
Parish Council which gave a £200 grant towards costs. Photo by Eve Dutnall.

SUSTAINABLE

Boost to
recycling

Council Customer Service Centre staff

You said it!
Over 500 Three Rivers residents took part in a telephone
survey earlier this year to gauge levels of satisfaction with
the Council and its services.
The Herts Omnibus Survey results showed satisfaction
levels with leisure facilities and parks and open spaces
remained high at 93% and 96% respectively. Satisfaction
with the Council was 74%. Keeping land clear of litter and
refuse and making the area cleaner and greener both
improved to 79% and 82%
For a full list of results see page 10.
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Last June we changed our
recycling arrangements
moving to a weekly
collection of your brown
bin. Thanks to your efforts,
our end of year recycling
rate stands at 60.5%. An
increase of over 10% on
the previous year!

SUSTAINABLE

There has also been a 10%
increase in the amount of
cans and plastics collected
from the kerbside.
The recent omnibus survey
showed that over 75% of
residents are happy with
the changes to the new
refuse collection service
with 83% being happy with
recycling.
For more on recycling see
page 9.

Anyone for tennis?
With Wimbledon fortnight well underway, you can play
tennis for free across the district at courts located in:
Croxley Green,
Baldwins Lane

South Oxhey,
Oxhey Playing Fields

Maple Cross,
Denham Way

Abbots Langley,
Leavesden Country Park

Rickmansworth,
Scotsbridge Playing Fields

Abbots Langley,
Manor House Grounds

Chorleywood,
Chorleywood House
Grounds

For more details call
01923 776611 or visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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New Artistsmeet
exhibition

Suzy will be holding live demonstrations during the
exhibition and local residents are invited to come and view
her at work. Her prints will be on display at Watersmeet
during box office hours (10am-4pm Monday to Friday) and
entry is free of charge.
There will also be the opportunity to purchase these works
of art from the exhibition.
For full details and demonstration times visit
www.facebook.com/artistsmeet

Interested in exhibiting
at Watersmeet?
We have had a number
of enquiries from artists
asking whether they can
exhibit art work in the
gallery. We will be hosting
our second open exhibition
this year during September
and October. Application
forms can be obtained from
Artistsmeet or by emailing
melanie.boda@threerivers.gov.uk
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News
in brief

SUSTAINABLE

If you would like this information
translated into another language please
contact us on 01923 776611.

Past present
Old maps of Hertfordshire
are available from the
Hertfordshire Archives
and Local Studies group’s
on-line shop. These include
Ordnance Survey maps
of local areas from 1896.
Other items for sale include
books, DVDs and CDs of
historical data.
0300 123 4049
www.hertsdirect.org
Kitchen caddy
Caddy liners can be
purchased across the
district for £2.50 for a roll
of 52. Corn starch kitchen
caddy liners help to keep
both your caddy and your
brown bin clean. These
bags, issued by the Council,
are the only liners accepted
by the composting site. You
can still wrap food waste in
newspaper or put it in an
empty cardboard box if you
prefer. 01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

If you need this information
in large print, braille or
another format call

Residents claim free compost

01923 776611

Residents from across the District came to collect over 10
tonnes of free compost handed out at the annual giveaway
in South Oxhey on 9 May.

Printed on chlorine-free paper from sustainable forests.

Head of Environmental Protection, Alison Page, said:

This publication cost 20p per copy including delivery.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

“The rich compost is made from the waste recycled in the
weekly brown bin collections. People came from across
the district, all saying how good it was. We also gave out
a number of kitchen caddies, seed packets and provided
home composting advice.”
To find out more about home composting call 01923 776611
or sign up to out environment newsletter at
www.threerivers.gov.uk.
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New food hygiene
rating system
Over 70% of food outlets in Three Rivers are rated four
or five stars in the new Food Hygiene Rating Scheme
launched in May by the Food Standards Agency.
The ratings are designed to make it easier for local
residents to find out about the hygiene standards of food
outlets in the district and build on the success of the
District Councils’ Scores on the Doors scheme.

Lighting the Beacon
Local residents in Bedmond joined in celebrations at
exactly 10.26pm on Monday 4 June as they lit one
of over 4,200 Beacons across the United Kingdom,
Channel Islands, Isle of Man, Commonwealth and
Overseas UK Territories in celebration of The
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
The Beacon was the culmination of a three day
event organised by The Bedmond Community Task
Force which started with Bedmond Church’s Flower
Festival.
Speaking after the Beacon lighting Bedmond
Councillor Joy Mann said: “It was the crowning
glory of the day and was a magnificent spectacle.
Everyone was awestruck.”
Celebrations on the day also included a children’s
tea party with an entertainer, face painting and tug
of war as well as Bedmond’s Got Talent and evening
entertainment and BBQ. Photo by Andrew Ash.

TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Landlords required,
apply within…
Are you a landlord or
homeowner with a
property available to rent?
Join over 200 landlords as
part of our Rent Deposit
Scheme and help people
on the housing register
find accommodation in the
private sector.
Rachael Goates, Private
Sector Liaison Officer,
said: “We carry out all
the legal documentation,
comprehensive inventory
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and arrange for housing
benefit to be paid direct
to you, the landlord. All
tenants are thoroughly
vetted with a credit check
as well as references and
you make the final decision
about which tenant to
have in the property. We
particularly need two and
three bedroom properties.”
To find out more contact
our Housing Team on
01923 776611 or visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Food outlets, such as restaurants, takeaways and pubs, are
inspected by Council food safety officers, to check that
their hygiene standards meet legal requirements.
Under the scheme food businesses will be given a hygiene
rating ranging from zero (urgent improvement necessary)
to five (very good).
Chris Blake butchers in
Rickmansworth holds a
five star rating.

Find out more at www.ratings.food.gov.uk
or call 01923 776611.

New play area

If you’re looking for so
mething fun and free
to do this
summer, why not visit
one of the newly refurb
ished play
areas at Langleybury
and Southway, Abbots
La
ngley or
Scotsbridge in Rickma
nsworth.
See page 14-15 for leisu

re.

Friendly Films
You can watch a film and
have a cup of tea and cake
for as little as £2.50 at
Watersmeet.

the bookings. Many of the
regulars have made good
friends and regularly look
forward to our next film.”

Alf Loose, from the
Watersmeet Film Society
said: “Film audience
numbers are steadily
increasing but we are
always on the lookout
for new members and
volunteers to help with

The Friends of Watersmeet
will be hosting a Supper
Dance with George Huxley’s
All Star Jazz Band on 20
October. See the back page
for upcoming films
at Watersmeet.

Armed
Forces
Day
Local residents joined in
celebrations across the
UK on Saturday 30 June
for Armed Forces Day. The
day is used to support
and honour the men and
women who make up our
armed forces. Three Rivers
House raised a flag to
mark the occasion on 25
June. The Royal British
Legion has a number of
active clubs in the area
that supports current and
former military personnel.
www.britishlegion.org.uk
08457 725725

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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You’re
hired!

Businesses of all sizes can
help create opportunities
for apprenticeships in the
area. That’s the message
from Rickmansworth
Chamber of Commerce
and the National
Apprenticeship Service.
Many of the opportunities
locally are provided by
small and medium sized
businesses

Jennifer from Rain Spa in
Rickmansworth has had
an apprentice for the last
few months. Jennifer told
us: “Having an apprentice
means I can afford to have
an enthusiastic front of
house reception for my spa,
which will inevitably help to
grow my business. Whilst
there is a lot of training
involved my apprentice is
very keen, already growing
in confidence, and the
college is supportive every
step of the way.”
£1,500 grants may be
available for businesses
from the National
Apprenticeship Service
plus up to 100% funding
for apprentices’ training.
www.apprenticeships.org.uk
Information about local
apprenticeship schemes for
16 - 24 year olds is available
from West Herts College.
01923 812000
http://tinyurl.com/
apprenticewhc

SUSTAINABLE

Festival remembers
Battle of Britain

Three Spitfires, a Hurricane
and a Lancaster bomber
heralded another
successful Rickmansworth
Festival at the Aquadrome
in May. As well as canal
boats, pop groups and

children’s activities the
Council’s Environment
Marquee hosted a
range of environmental
organisations including
Croxley Green Gardening
Club, Friends of the Earth

and Veolia Water.
The annual event is
organised by
Rickmansworth Waterways
Trust with support from the
District Council.
www.rwt.org.uk 01923 778382

SUSTAINABLE

Clowning around
A chilly but dry day greeted residents in South Oxhey for
the annual fun day on 2 June. South Oxhey Choirs opened
the day and drew in the crowds with a medley of tunes.
Attractions also included fairground rides, bouncy castle,
candy floss, bucking bronco and bungee fly.
Michelle Fundrey, from Watford Rural Parish Council said:
“The clowns as usual were brilliant and put on a little
show called circus Olympics. We also had a selection of
stalls from the scouts and brownies selling cup cakes,
RSPB, Young at Heart and the South Oxhey Police Safer
Neighbourhood Team. In all we raised over £1,000 for
South Oxhey Jets
Football Academy,
the Parish Council
Chairman’s
Charity.”

Howzat!
The summer sport of
cricket dates back well over
200 years in Three Rivers
with both Rickmansworth
and Abbots Langley clubs
having roots back to the
1800s.
If you are new to the sport
or would like to pick up a
bat or ball after a number
of years away from the
game, all clubs provide a
friendly welcome. There
are also thriving youth
sections, girls and ladies
teams.
For a list of clubs visit
www.threeriverssport.com

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

FISH – what’s in season
and how to cook it
Newly established Rock and Sole is a fishmongers owned
and run with passion by Bren and Neil. They offer fantastic
British sustainable, seasonal fish and seafood. The Café
in the Park is based in the Aquadrome and offers all day,
year-round sustainable dining using ingredients from
suppliers who are chosen for their ethics and integrity.
The two companies are offering the community the
opportunity to get together and learn more about fish.
These demonstration evenings, held at the Café in the
Park, will be fun, relaxed and informal. There will be a
chance to try the dishes cooked and ask questions. Tickets
are £5 and include a drink. Children are welcome and can
come in for FREE with a paying adult. There are currently
demonstrations planned on 21st June, 19th July and 16th
August from 6-8pm.
For more information email info@thecafeinthepark.com or
visit www.thecafeinthepark.com
Written by Carly Trisk-Grove, Café in the Park.
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Fearless
Crimestoppers Hertfordshire is introducing the
Fearless message into schools and has started in
Three Rivers with St Michaels, Garston. The website
www.fearless.org provides a safe and secure way for
young people to give information about crime 100 per
cent anonymously to the charity.
The Fearless message is taught to sixth form pupils
who then communicate the message to the rest of
their school through drama, talks and activities.
Sue Thompson, Chair of Crimestoppers Hertfordshire,
said: “It is very important to give young people a
way of giving information about crime safely - in the
knowledge that they can remain anonymous without
the fear of revenge or reprisals.” www.fearless.org

Do not leave your
valuables on show

National
property
register
Every year police recover
hundreds of valuables that
cannot be traced to their
rightful owners.
However, registering
your possessions on the
police approved database
Immobilise is easy and can
help.
If a registered item is lost
or stolen the owner can
be traced and the item
returned.
Combined with simple
crime prevention, this
can help you to keep your
valuable possessions
secure.

It might sound obvious, but whenever you leave your
vehicle unattended.make sure you lock the doors and shut
windows and sunroof.

Visit the website for more
details on how to register
your property.

Hertfordshire Constabulary has seen an increase in
incidents of crime where motorists are leaving their
vehicles insecure.

www.immobilise.com

closing in

Approximately 200 extra
bikes will be issued to
Hertfordshire’s existing
fleet of 120 – making a total
of 320 bicycles for both the
urban and rural parts of
the county.

on benefit fraud

together we can

Council fraud investigators

Fighting fraud locally
Fraud against local government accounts for around 11%

If you suspect someone of benefit fraud
in your area, contact us in confidence on

of total public sector fraud, costing UK tax payers £2.2
billion a year. With the pressure to make savings, tackling
fraud can contribute to that agenda.

fraud@threerivers.gov.uk
fraud@watford.gov.uk

Money obtained fraudulently is money that could be used
to benefit all residents. If you know or suspect fraud is
occurring report your suspicions in confidence:

0800 458 9200

Call 0800 458 9200, email fraud@threerivers.gov.uk or
download a fraud referral form at www.threerivers.gov.uk
Remember, it’s your money!
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Hertfordshire’s public will
now be seeing even more
of their Police Officers out
and about on two wheels.
Operation Cyclone was
launched in June and aims
to increase visibility and
contact with the public by
introducing more bicycles.

We’re

stamp it out

Police
boost
pedal
power

Three Rivers Safer
Neighbourhoods Inspector
Robin Winder said: “Teams
already have access to
bicycles to carry out their
day to day patrols. Officers
who already use bikes say
it has really improved their
engagement with members
of the public - and
particularly young people
who say they find officers
more approachable.
Officers also cover ground
far more quickly than on
foot patrols and it also
allows for a silent approach
to apprehend suspects.”

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Volunteer for
something Special

New
provider
for home
security
checks

Would you like to do something different in 2012 and make
a difference in your community? Then why not consider
becoming a volunteer police officer with Hertfordshire
Constabulary.

Medequip have taken over
from West Herts Against
Crime as the provider
for Hertfordshire Home
Security and Safety
Service.

Community Safety
Team and Police join
forces for Street Meets

The service offers
homeowners and private
sector and social housing
tenants who are older,
disabled or vulnerable
home security and fire
safety advice to promote
independent living and
enable them to remain
in their homes in greater
comfort, security and
safety.

Our community safety team at Three Rivers is running a
three month trial with the Police over the summer months
to provide joint Street Meets across the district.
Nikki Stageman, Community Safety Manager, said: “The
police street meets provide an excellent opportunity
for the Council to get out into the community to answer
questions and to inform people about the work that is
going on to make their area safer.”

Call Medequip on 0208 438
2920 for more information.

The Council’s Community Safety trailer will be in use at
some of the locations to provide somewhere for residents
to sit down to chat to police and Council staff.
Details of when and where police street meets will be held
can be found at www.herts.police.uk or call 101. Events that
the Council will attend will be publicised locally and on the
Council website www.threerivers.gov.uk

Latest crime figures for Three Rivers
Crime

April 2010 - Mar 2011

April 2011 to Mar 2012

Change?

All crime

3,596

3,367

DOWN

Vehicle crime

518

552

UP

Criminal damage

684

573

DOWN

Violent crime

505

518

UP

Burglary (domestic)

281

271

DOWN

Theft of pedal cycle

78

79

UP

THREE RIVERS IS
EST
ONE OF THE SAF
AND
PLACES IN ENGL
www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Figures are for April 2010 to March 2011
and April 2011 to March 2012.
All crime figures from Herts Constabulary

Hertfordshire Constabulary is looking to recruit around
150 Special Constables and is keen to recruit from Three
Rivers. As a Special Constable you have full police powers,
uniform and protective equipment and work alongside the
regular force. This could be anything from policing football
matches to emergency response calls.
Visit www.herts.police.uk/specials and click on ‘apply
online’ to find out more.

Reporting
anti-social behaviour
To report nuisance neighbours, anti-social behaviour,
graffiti or fly tipping, please call Three Rivers District
Council on 01923 776611 during office hours (Monday to
Friday 8am-6pm). Please be aware that if you call the
Council outside of these hours, your call will be logged and
your details will be forwarded to Council staff to contact
you on the next working day.
Criminal offences should always be reported to the Police
on their non-emergency number 101 (or 999 in cases of
emergency). Please note complaints of noise nuisance
should be reported to the Council.

What is SmartWater
and why use it?
SmartWater is a colourless
liquid with a unique
chemical code which when
dabbed onto personal
possessions and valuables,
can be used by police
to identify lost or stolen
items with your home
address. Each SmartWater
bottle marks around 50
to 60 items, and is great
value at £20.
Street signs advertising SmartWater send a powerful
warning to any would be burglars or thieves in the area.
You can purchase SmartWater by contacting Three Rivers
Neighbourhood Watch where you can download an order
form on the home page.
www.threerivers.neighbourhoodwatch.org
By Andrew Scarth, Neighbourhood Watch.
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Ride
safely
Greywater keeps
Three Rivers green
A bit like using your bathwater to water your garden,
Three Rivers are planning to use the waste water from
William Penn swimming pool to water Council owned
bowling greens and sports pitches which are hit by the
hosepipe ban.
In a joint initiative with Hertsmere Leisure Trust the
Council will be using the recycled greywater to water the
greens and pitches at night.
Ernie Gray from Rickmansworth Bowls Club said: “This is
terrific news. Watering the lawns will help keep our grass
green and healthy and allow us to continue bowling for the
whole summer.” For more about bowls see page 12.

Water saving facts
Turning off the tap when
brushing your teeth can
save 6 litres of water.
Taking a short shower
instead of a bath can save
up to 60 litres of water.
Fitting a water butt in your
garden to harvest any
rainwater. Hosepipes use
around 1,000 litres an hour,
so restricting their use if

one of the most efficient
ways to conserve water.
A range of free water
saving devices are available
from the Veolia Water
website and Three Rivers
House. Devices include
gadgets to save water
from the shower and in the
garden. 0845 2302365
www.central.veoliawater.co.uk.

Chorleywood Apple Day
This year’s Apple Day will take place
on 6 October, from 11am to 3pm in the
Community Orchard at Chorleywood
House. Lots of fun activities will be
available for the whole family, as well as
local apples, juice, preserves and cakes for
sale. Entry is free.
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If you are thinking about
horse riding this summer,
please check the stables
are licensed by the Council.
You should be able to see
a riding establishment
licence on the wall or they
should show it to you.
Licensing stables means
protecting the welfare of
horses and that safety
measures are in place
for people having riding
lessons. If the stable is not
licensed don’t use it and
report it to us. There are
three licensed stables in
this district: High Herts
Farm, Bedmond and Rose
Hall Farm and Coltspring
School of Riding are both
in Sarratt. 01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Gardeners’
Question
Time

Love Your Local Market
Love Your Local Market Fortnight 23 June - 8 July
Local farmer Sally Findlay has welcomed the special
fortnight to raise awareness of markets. Sally said;
“Local markets can be an opportunity for the community
to meet local farmers and find out about what they are
doing. They promote a friendlier relationship with farmers
and smallholders.” Interview with Sally Findlay from
Woodoaks Farm p13. A list of local markets is available
in the Council’s Recycling More! environmental directory
available at www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611

Smelly business

Peter Gibbs from BBC
Radio 4’s Gardeners
Question Time visited
ASCEND’s Dig Deep
gardening project in South
Oxhey in May.
The panel of Bob
Flowerdew, Matthew Wilson
and Christine Walkton
answered lots of gardening
questions with great
knowledge and wit and
the show was broadcast
in June. You can hear the
Gardeners Question Time
recording at
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/

Dog fouling is a major issue. It is the most offensive type
of litter on our streets and it is consistently raised as a
public concern. Not only is dog fouling unpleasant, it’s
dangerous. You can contract Toxocariasis from dog mess,
which can lead to blindness!

Green as charged

The regulations state specifically, that being unaware
that the dog has fouled, or not having a suitable means of
removing the faeces is not a reasonable excuse for failing
to clean up after your dog.

An electric car charge point
is available at Community
Way Car Park, Croxley
Green. The charge point is
currently free to use.

It is the responsibility of the dog owner or the person in
charge of the dog to clear up any dog foul left by their
dog. If you fail to clean up after your dog you can be
issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice, or if the case goes to
court a fine of up to £1,000.

If someone fails to clean up after their dog, the Council
will clear dog fouling from public places that it has a legal
responsibility for. To report this call 01923 776611.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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However, it is very
important that
unaccepted items are
not placed in your
brown bin as this can
result in contamination
of whole truck loads
of this of waste, which
then has to be sent to
landfill.

Using your brown bin
Placing as many
accepted items as
possible in your brown
bin can dramatically

increase recycling
rates and reduce
the amount of your
waste sent to landfill.

For more information
about using your
brown bin, visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk
or call 01923 776611.

The items are causing problems; please DO NOT put them in your brown bin:
Any plastics (including plastic bags) These go in your plastics recycling box
Textiles or clothing
These can be recycled at clothes banks
Food & drinks cartons
These go in your plastics recycling box
Washing powder boxes
These go in your green refuse bin
Flower pots
These go in your green refuse bin
Packaging tape or other sticky tape These go in your green refuse bin

FREE
nature
activity
events
A number of free nature
activity events will be
taking place across the
district this summer.

Stay cool
The Council’s Penn Chamber will be kept cool this
summer by the ground source heat pump buried 3m
below Basing Gardens. At this depth, the soil stays at a
relatively constant temperature, compared to the much
wider variations in the air of between minus 10 and plus
400C depending on the season. Because the ground is
cooler than the air in summer, the pumping system can
help provide cooling to the Council chamber during the
summer. In winter, the ground is warmer than the air and
the system helps by reducing the cost of heating. The
ground source pump cost about the same amount as a
conventional replacement, which was needed, but it will
pay for itself by 2014 through reduced energy bills.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Activities include a
Family butterfly walk at
Oxhey Woods Local Nature
Reserve, a Bat Walk at the
Aquadrome and Woodland
Art Workshops.
For dates and locations
see back page. For more
details on all events see the
community noticeboard at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
Events and activities
are organised by the
Countryside Management
Service in partnership with
Three Rivers.

On Your Bike
Summer is the perfect time of year to think of getting
out on your bike. Cycling is a healthy and enjoyable way
of getting around over short distances. There are some
interesting routes around Three Rivers for recreational
cyclists that are also useful for commuting to work,
travelling to the shops or local railway stations.
Both routes below are suitable for beginners.
The Ebury Way a flat and picturesque route is part of the
National Cycling Route (NCR 6) linking Uxbridge to St
Albans passing though Maple Cross, the Rickmansworth
Aquadrome and the Ebury Way to Watford.
From Croxley Green, Rousebarn Lane is a scenic route
giving access to Whippendell Woods and Cassiobury Park.
Cycling along the canal towpath to Hunton Bridge you can
then travel up South Way to Leavesden Country Park and
enjoy the outdoor exercise machines. From here you can
then cycle up the little used East Lane towards Bedmond.
SPOKES is a local cycling group who campaign for an
improved local cycling network, they organise cycle rides
for a range of cyclists. www.spokesgroup.com
By Roger Bangs for SPOKES.

Breaking ground
New allotments have now
been built at Primrose Hill
Playing Fields. The District
Council agreed the proposal
from Abbots Langley
Parish Council to use
money provided by private
developers to support
amenities close to the
Ovaltine development.
New allotments have also
been created at Markeston
Green and Ashford Green.
A list of local allotments
associations is available at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
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District Council Election Results
David Major Lib Dem
HOLD Abbots Langley
Marie-Louise Nolan Lab
WIN Ashridge
Terry Dos Ramos Con
WIN Carpenders Park
Chris Hayward Con
HOLD Chorleywood East
Sue Stibbs Lib Dem
HOLD Chorleywood West
Brian Norman Lib Dem
HOLD Croxley Green
Stephen King Lab
HOLD Hayling
Chris Whately-Smith Lib
Dem HOLD Leavesden
Keith Williams Lib Dem
HOLD Langleybury

Peter Wakeling Lib Dem
HOLD Maple Cross & Mill
End

Current composition
of the Council is now

Amit Mediratta Con
HOLD Moor Park &
Eastbury

Liberal Democrat
28 seats

Ana Bakshi Lab
WIN Northwick

Conservative
13 seats

Alison Scarth Lib Dem
HOLD Oxhey Hall

Labour
6 seats

Sarah Nelmes Lib Dem
HOLD Penn

Independent
1 seat

Paula Hiscocks Con
HOLD Rickmansworth
Russell Smith Con
HOLD Rickmansworth West
Average voter turnout for
Three Rivers was 30.93%.

A Parish Council election
was also held on Thursday
3 May 2012 for the ward
of Abbots Langley.
Leon Lay (Lib Dem) was
elected.

Register to vote
Voting is your democratic right. It is important that you
exercise your right to vote in order to inﬂuence what
happens in your area. If you are not registered you will
not be able to vote and it could also affect your credit
rating when applying for
a mortgage or to obtain
credit.
The annual canvas for
registration to vote
will begin early this
year due to the Police
Commissioner elections in
November. Voter forms will
be delivered to households
from 2 July. Please
complete and return these
as soon as possible.
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611

Herts Omnibus Survey results
Over 500 local residents
were asked their opinion
on Council services.

land clear of litter and
refuse

Residents were asked how
satisfied they were:
74% with the way Council
runs things
Our Barrow Beats
sweep over 130 miles
of pavement every week
emptying nearly 500
tonnes of rubbish
every year!

93% with leisure facilities
96% with parks and open
spaces
77% with refuse collection

83% with working to make
the area safer

83% with doorstep
recycling

82% with working to
make the area cleaner and
greener

For full results of the Herts
Omnibus Survey visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk
or call 01923 776611.

79% with keeping public

New Chairman

Council Tax
where your money goes

Average cost per
household

Waste collection and recycling

£1.96 per week

UP

Leisure centres and activities

£1.67 per week

UP

Planning and economic development

£1.00 per week

DOWN

Local transportation

£0.96 per week

UP

Other services - including environmental health,
street cleaning, community safety and elections

£4.57 per week

DOWN

TOTAL REDUCTION PER HOUSEHOLD

£0.03 per week

DOWN

These are the budgeted figures for 2012/13. More information is available at www.threerivers.gov.uk
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Councillor Kemal Butt has been elected as the new
Chairman for Three Rivers District Council. The Moor Park
and Eastbury Councillor will undertake the non-political
role for 12 months, supporting community groups and
activities across the district as well as chairing meetings of
Full Council.
After receiving his official chain of office from outgoing
Chair, Councillor Chris Whately-Smith, Kemal Butt said:
“It has been absolutely delightful to work with Cllr Chris
Whately-Smith in his year as Chairman of the Council. His
ability to serve in a fair, honourable and non-partisan way
has completely impressed me.”
The Vice-Chairman is Councillor Les Mead who is Ward
Councillor for Penn Ward in Rickmansworth.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Local jobs

Have your say:
Abbots Langley Local Area Forum
Wednesday 7 November
Manor House Sports and Social Centre, Gallows Hill
Lane, Abbots Langley

Chorleywood Local Area Forum
Monday 15 October (2pm)
Chorleywood War Memorial Hall,
Common Road, Chorleywood

Croxley Green Local Area Forum
Tuesday 27 November
Harvey Road School, Harvey Road, Croxley Green

Sarratt Local Area Forum
Wednesday 12 September
Sarratt Village Hall, The Green, Sarratt
Warner Bros. Studios Leavesden and Warner Bros. Studio Tour Leavesden – The Making
of Harry Potter have together created over 400 job opportunities, the majority of which
have been filled by local people. A diverse range of positions from senior management
roles to trainee positions have been generated in a variety of disciplines including sales,
catering, retail, visitor services and facilities.
Once fully in production, the studios will provide several hundred additional jobs per
production. Local businesses have benefited from the construction of the studios and now
that it is open for business, there will be additional work for a range of local suppliers,
many of whom have worked with the facility over the last decade.
The Studio Tour has also supported a number of local companies including Mullany’s, who
run the shuttle bus service from Watford Junction to the attraction, Ridge Crest Cleaning
and graphics company Stylo.
Dan Dark, Senior Vice President of Warner Bros. Studios commented: “Having been
here for almost 20 years I am extremely proud that Warner Bros. has invested over £100
million in the area and opened the UK’s first Hollywood studio in Hertfordshire.”
Sarah Roots, SVP Warner Bros. Studio Tour, said: “We have an active recruitment
campaign and always welcome applicants from the local area. Our staff play a key role in
the success of the Studio Tour and we’ve been really impressed by the calibre of recruits
from the area.” www.wbsl.com www.wbstudiotour.co.uk

Community grants awarded
A number of local groups
and charities received
a boost after grants
totalling nearly £5,000
were awarded at Executive
Committee in April.
South Oxhey Choirs
received £2,500
towards the staffing and
performance costs of the
Choirs for the coming year.
Sarratt Festival of Music
received £500 funding for
an annual festival held at
Sarratt Village Hall.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

To find out more about grants call 01923 776611
or visit www.threerivers.gov.uk

Rickmansworth Local Area Forum
Thursday 5 July
Mill End Community Centre, Church Lane, Mill End

Rickmansworth Local Area Forum
Thursday 29 November
Eastbury Farm JMI, Bishops Avenue, Northwood

Watford Rural Local Area Forum
Wednesday 28 November
Watford Rural Parish Council, Oxhey Drive, South Oxhey

Other council meetings:
Youth Council
Tuesday 3 July 5.30pm
Tuesday 16 October 5.30pm
Pensioners Forum Friday 26 October 2pm
All meetings take place at Three Rivers House unless
otherwise stated. To confirm venue and time call 01923
776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk on day of meeting.
Sign up to our Have Your Say newsletter on our website.
We’ve revamped and
relaunched our 18th
birthday pack, we
send out to young
people, following a
consultation with
sixth formers at St
Joan of Arc School in
Rickmansworth.
A group of students
approaching 18 were
asked to give their
opinions on the old,
outdated guide and their
suggestions have been
fed straight back leading
to the new design with one student commenting “It looks
just like a birthday card and gives all the information you
need quickly and easily.”
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Free web
and IT
training

Sarratt, South Oxhey and
elsewhere.

With an estimated
90% of the local adult
population using the
internet the Council has
made available free one
hour access to computers.
The District Council’s
Community Internet
Scheme has computers
at Mill End Community
Centre, Watersmeet and
MENCAP in Rickmansworth
with more planned for

A summer guide for adults
wanting to learn basic
computer and many other
skills is available from the
Three Rivers Learning
Partnership. Computer
training sessions are
available in Abbots Langley,
Maple Cross, South Oxhey
and Chorleywood as well as
elsewhere in the district.

The scheme is in addition
to the free one hour
sessions available at all the
County Council libraries in
the district.

www.3riverslearningptnrs.
btck.co.uk 01923 776611

Boyhood in Croxley Green
Frank Paddick’s book, A Village Boyhood in Croxley Green, is now available from
Rickmansworth Historical Society and Three Rivers Museum.
Frank (1909-1965) lived all his life in New Road and took a strong interest in local history.
In his last years, he wrote this affectionate memoir which vividly brings to life a cast of
characters from the 1910s and 1920s: his fellow schoolchildren and their teachers, the
doctor, the farmers, the mummers and the cricketing miller.
Frank tells of a time when life in the village was dominated by Dickinson’s Croxley Mill, the
main employer and remembers what it was like to be a pupil at Yorke Road infants and
Watford Road boys’ schools. Copies of the book are available from the museum
priced £4 01923 727333 .
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Samaritans
launch text
and email
support

Community Market
Hand-crafted goods, fresh food and local musicians were
on hand at the latest Abbots Langley Transition Town
Association community market.
Ian Bond, of the Transition Town, said:
“The market was a huge success with several hundred
residents browsing seedlings for a veg/herb patch in the
garden and hand-crafted goods, against a background of
local musicians. It was a celebration of all that is good in
Abbots Langley.”
Two further markets have been planned for 21 July and
22 September again at the Henderson Hall. Tables are
just £10 each, if you would like to sell local food or crafts
contact Ian Bond on 01923 291273 or www.altta.org.uk
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The South West
Hertfordshire branch of the
Samaritans has recently
launched a text and email
service to those in distress
or despair and in need of
emotional support.
The service, available
24/7, is totally confidential
and appeals to many who
may have previously been
reluctant to make contact,
in particular younger
callers. Text messages will
receive a reply within the
hour and this may result in
a text dialogue continuing
for some time.
To contact Samaritans text
07725 909090, phone
08457 909090 or email
jo@samaritans.org
www.samaritans.org

Now that much of the work by contractors has been
completed, volunteers are taking over the reins to
undertake a number of tasks to enable a wider range of
visitors to enjoy the woods. Over the next few months
volunteers will be involved in installing 40 new way mark
posts and six new benches along the easy access trail.
To find out more about volunteering at Oxhey Woods
contact the Countryside Management Service on 01462
459395 or visit www.hertslink.org/cms
See back page for local nature reserve events and
activities at Oxhey Woods.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Learning curve

“I went to ASCEND, a
charity for local people in
the South Oxhey area, to
help me meet other people.
I could not read or write. I
got on a course called RaW
Friends which helped to
start me on my learning
journey. I then progressed
to more formal literacy

and numeracy classes. I
have a young son. Now I
can help him. I am very
proud of myself. I also did
self-esteem and speaking
with confidence courses,
and I can now speak on
the phone so I help as a
volunteer on the ASCEND
reception desk. I have also
spoken about what I have
learnt at several events,
the biggest having more
than 100 people present.
ASCEND has brought me
out of my shell – I could not
have written this without
their help!”
By Beryl Ayers pictured
with BBC’s Gareth Malone.

Push the boat out
Over 100 boats will be out on Bury Lake at Rickmansworth
Aquadrome on Saturday 21 July as part of a celebration to
mark the London Olympics.
Local sailing clubs, Colne Valley Special Sailors (CVSS)
and Bury Lake Young Mariners (BLYM), are taking part
in a nationwide event organised by the Royal Yachting
Association with the aim being to get able-bodied and
disabled people sailing together.
Elaine Coombs from CVSS said: “We want to encourage as
many people on the water and make this a memorable day
of sailing. If you’ve never sailed before just turn up on the
day and we’ll be happy to accommodate you!”

Mutual
exchanges
Herts Choice Homes are
looking to help increase
tenant’s access to Mutual
Exchanges to and across
Hertfordshire.
More and more applicants

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

We sell our milk to
Dairycrest.
Are there benefits to
buying British?
British farming has very
high standards compared
to many other countries.
There are better rules
for looking after animals.
Having clear standards
gives the public the
opportunity to make
complaints.

Farming today

Do farmers have a
role in protecting the
countryside for future
generations?

We caught up with Sally Findlay at Woodoaks Farm in
Maple Cross to find out what challenges are facing local
farmers.

Absolutely. Farmers should
look after their land as well
as possible.

People have been farming
on this land since the
eighth century – what’s
changed?

Archers on the radio. Is
this an accurate picture
of farming today?

How do you see the future
of farming inside the
M25?

Everything in farming is
changing the whole time
and The Archers is useful
for letting people know. It’s
maybe sensationalised but
it’s good that they air the
issues. I’m pretty sure our
herdsman listens to it.

The whole economy is
facing challenges at the
moment, not just farmers.
I am worried that farm
land could get scooped
up by developers but I
am optimistic. There is
enormous interest in
farming locally and farms
are a resource for the
community.

A farm has been here
since the time of King Offa,
around 793 to 796 AD. The
farmers would have kept
animals and grown crops
just like us but on a smaller
scale. Their buildings
would have been wooden
rather than brick.
Many people get their
idea of modern farming
from listening to The

How do you sell your
produce?
We sell our wheat to a
merchant in Harpenden.

Bridge Club
Do you enjoy playing cards with a friendly,
sociable group? Carpenders Park Bridge Club
meets in the Community Hall, Gibbs Couch on
Monday evenings.
Cost is £1.50 per session and there is no
membership fee. Meetings include tea/coffee
and biscuits. 020 8428 5197

are seeking to move by
swapping homes with
other Council tenants. The
service is free to tenants
and for many applicants it
is a quicker way to move
than through traditional
transfers.

On average applicants
receive 122 matches.

9/10 new applicants get
matches within 24 hours.

0845 234 5696 or
www.homeswapper.co.uk

All applicants must have
a clear rent account
with their Landlord and
must not be in breach of
their tenancy in order to
complete a swap.  

Story lab to explode into
libraries this summer
Libraries across Three Rivers will be hosting a Summer
Reading Challenge. Children can take part by reading
six books and collecting stickers along the way, with a
medal and certificate awarded at special presentation
ceremonies for everyone who completes the challenge.
Visit your local library for more details.
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Local
resident
to carry
Olympic
torch
Tom Darlington, Three Rivers Sports Development Officer.

Herts Youth Games
Over 100 young people will represent Three Rivers as part
of the Herts Youth Games on Sunday 8 July. Teams will
take part in everything from football and cricket to Boccia
and bowls. The games will aim to introduce young people
to new sports and link them into local clubs. Follow their
progress at www.hertsyouthgames.co.uk
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12

During the London 20
Missed out on tickets?
number
Games there will be a
pic
lym
ra
Pa
d
an
pic
Olym
, Road
including the Marathon
of free-to-view events,
and the
lk
Wa
d Time Trial), Race
Cycling (Road Race an
mation
or
Triathlon. For more inf
cycling element of the
om
visit www.london2012.c
call 0845 267 2012 or

Play Areas

Rickmansworth resident
Alice Breheny, pictured
below, will be carrying the
Olympic Torch on the day
of the Herts Youth Games.
We caught up with Alice
ahead of her big day.
Alice told us: “I was
nominated by Cancer
Research for raising money
in memory of my sister,
Lauren Breheny, who died
from a brain tumour in July
2010. My father also died
from the same illness 10
years ago, so it’s a cause
very close to my heart.
To date I’ve raised nearly
£40,000 but my fund
raising efforts were modest
compared to the battle
Lauren fought so I will be
carrying the torch for her.”

Win tickets to Olympics venue
Lee Valley White Water Centre will be the first brand new
London 2012 venue to open to the public after the Games. If
you didn’t get the chance to ride the rapids beforehand, don’t
miss out on being one of the first to experience the thrills
just days after the worlds best athletes battle it out for gold.
Enter the prize draw to win two tickets to the White
Water Centre. Send your name, address and contact
telephone number to commsadmin@threerivers.gov.uk or
send your details on a postcard to Communications, Three
Rivers District Council, Three Rivers House, Northway,
Rickmansworth WD3 1RL. Entries close 8 August 2012.
Winner drawn at random. Full terms & conditions on our
website www.threerivers.gov.uk

“I am so excited about the
big day and have been
following the relay on TV.
It’s a much bigger event
than I could have imagined
and I feel so honoured
to be part of history. I’m
looking forward to getting
my hands on the torch and
also getting to the end not
having dropped it!”
www.london2012.com/
torch-relay

If you are looking for something fun and free to do
over the summer holidays, why not visit one of the
Three Rivers play areas which include Hayling Road
and Ashburnham Drive (South Oxhey), Oulton Way
(Carpenders Park), Barton Way (Croxley Green) and
Eastbury (Moor Park).
For a full list of play areas in the district go to
www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk
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Young people aged
between 11 - 16 years living
in Three Rivers can work
out for FREE this summer
holiday from Tuesday
24 July to Sunday 2
September at participating
leisure centres.
To take part, pre-book
your free gym induction
with your chosen leisure
centre, which will take
between 30 minutes and
1 hour depending on the
venue. Once you have
completed your induction,
simply turn up during the
specified times. For more
information visit
www.iGymforFree.co.uk

Free Swim offer continues

Summer workshop

If you’re under 19 and live in Three Rivers you will be able
to swim for free in general and fun swim sessions during
the school holidays. If you’re over 60 and a Three Rivers
resident you can swim for free for two hours per week at
specified times at participating venues.
Both of these schemes are open to Three Rivers residents
only, and advance registration, proof of age and address
will be required for new participants. Further information
is available by contacting participating venues directly.

Sharpe Academy is running
a summer theatre school
at Watersmeet for children
aged 6 - 18 years from
Monday 27 to Friday 31
August. Come along to
this fun and varied theatre
workshop and try: singing,
tap, street jazz, acting for
the stage, TV and film,
audition technique, stage
combat, Irish dance and
musical theatre.
Special introductory offer
of £75 per week if booked
before 31 July.

Weekly drama class
A weekly drama class for
children aged 3 - 16 starts
on Saturday 8 September
at Watersmeet.
These classes include
singing, dance, drama,
musical theatre and
performance and drama
examinations, and is a
great way to build selfconfidence and skills
in Performing Arts.
Productions for the
upcoming academic year
will be The Jungle Book
Kids and Jekyll and Hyde
the Musical.
Term starts on Saturday 8
September. For full details
and prices visit
www.sharpeacademy.co.uk
Book your place now by
calling 01923 711063

Admission is subject to availability.
For full details visit www.threerivers.gov.uk
or call 01923 776611

FREE
activity

Summer Play
Rangers
Free outdoor play sessions for
children aged 5 - 16
Outdoor Play Ranger sessions continue this summer at
locations throughout the District.
Children are invited to come along and take part in the
many activities available, there’s everything from den
building to rope swings, camp fires, woodland crafts,
outdoor games and more.
For a full list of locations and times visit
www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk

Three Rivers District
Council appreciate that
keeping young people
active and entertained
during the holidays can
be expensive so they’ve
produced a brochure which
includes a range of fun
activities and Playschemes
that won’t break the bank.
To order your free copy call
01923 776611 or visit
www.threeivers.gov.uk

CONFERENCES ✦ CORPORATE

VERSATILE

VENUE

HIRE

C E L E B R AT I O N S

What’s
on this
Summer

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Sharpe
Academy
Theatre
School

CULTURAL EVENTS

Free Gym
summer
holiday
offer

AUDITORIUM ✦ PRODUCTIONS
Watersmeet has a variety of rooms available for
hire, each one can be booked individually or you
can hire the entire venue, the choice is yours.

01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

versatile venue hire

Watersmeet, High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1EH
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What’s on . . .

Friends of Watersmeet
Film Society present:

Vienna Festival Ballet
present: Copelia

My Week with Marilyn, 12 July
(Cert 15) 99 mins
Documentary following the tense interaction
between Sir Laurence Olivier and Marilyn
Monroe during production of The Prince and
the Showgirl.
Salmon Fishing in the Yemen, 16 August
(Cert 12A) 107 mins
A fisheries expert is approached by a
consultant to help realize a sheik’s vision of
bringing the sport of fly-fishing to the desert

Tuesday 30 October
Time: 7.30pm
Tickets: £12 - £21.50
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

The Mark Armstrong
Big Band present:
Swinging around the world
Friday 12 October
Time: 7.30pm
Tickets: £20 - £25
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Harrow Light Opera
Company present:
Oliver
Tuesday 23 Saturday 27 October
Time: 7.30pm Saturd
ay
matinee at 2.30pm
Tickets: £13.50 - £14.5
0
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.u
k

To book tickets call the Box Office on: 01923 711063
Tickets: Members £3, Concessions £1.50 for matinee
or £2 for evening. Non-members £5, Concessions £3 for
matinee or £4 for evening.
Times: Matinee at 2pm, evenings at 7.45pm. Tea and cakes
for £1 are served at matinee performances. Evening bar
opens at 6.30pm.

Watersmeet, High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1EH

UK Ballet present:
A Christmas Carol
Saturday 17 November
Time: 3pm
Tickets: £19.50 adults,
£17 concessions, £12
under 12’s
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Moor Park Mansion
opens its doors to the public again
this summer. The Grade I listed
Palladian mansion set within over
300 hundred acres in Hertfordshire
is open on July 5, August 2 and 16
and September 13. Tours start at
10am. Please note that the Club
dress code does not permit jeans
or trainers.
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Ricky Players present:
The Sound of Music
Tuesday 20 - Saturday
24 November
Time: 7.30pm, Saturday
performances at
10.30am and 2.30pm
Tickets: £12 - £14
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Woodland
Art Workshops
Make something
inspired by the
woodlands to take
home. Children must
be accompanied by an
adult at all times.

Oxhey Woods
Local Nature
Reserve
Wednesday
29 August,
10am - 12noon and
Friday 31 August,
2pm - 4pm
Meet at the main
car park located
off Oxhey Drive.
Leavesden
Country Park
Thursday
30 August,
10am - 12noon.
Meet at the main
car park opposite
YMCA.
01923 776611

Family butterfly walk
at Oxhey Woods
Tuesday 24 July, 1:30p
m - 3:30pm
Meet at the main car pa
rk off
Oxhey Drive. Free to at
tend.

Go batty at Batchworth
Saturday 25 August, 7pm - 9pm
Meet inside the Cafe in the Park,
Rickmansworth Aquadrome
Introductory talk on bats and why
the Aquadrome is an important site
followed by a walk around the lakes
with bat detectors from 8-9pm to
learn how to identify some of the
various species. Free activity.
Abbots Langley
Festival of Arts
Sunday 10 June to Su
nday 15 July
Featuring a wide varie
ty of
performances. Downloa
da
programme at http://
bit.ly/
ALFA12. 01923 263605

Sarratt Festival of Music
takes place over the last two
weekends of September in the
Sarratt Village Hall. Download a
programme at
www.sarrattfestivalofmusic.co.uk

Chorleywood Tea Party
Tuesday 17 July 1.30p
m - 4pm
Join host Mr Wonderfu
l for an afternoon
of quickstepping, waltz
ing and tangoing
at Chorleywood Memo
rial Hall, Common
Road, Chorleywood WD
3 5LN.
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