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New play
areas

Link latest
Public exhibitions showing the proposed Croxley Rail Link
have been held in Croxley Green and Watford.
The proposed link between Croxley Green and Watford
Junction has gone forward to a national pool of 23
projects being considered for funding by the Government.
A final bid will be made by scheme partners in September.
www.croxleyraillink.com 0800 612 5240

SUSTAINABLE

Hundreds of children,
young people and their
families have been
consulted on what they
would like to see in their
new play areas at
Scotsbridge Playing Fields,
Rickmansworth, together
with South Way and
Langleybury in Abbots
Langley.
Further consultation will
take place later in the year
on specific designs of the
sites and the play areas
should be open in early
2012. 01923 776611.

TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

CAB
change
The Rickmansworth Citizens
Advice Bureau telephone
number has been changed
to 08444 111 444.
The old number is no
longer working. Calls cost
5p from a landline, mobile
costs will vary.
Bowlers came together
in May at the Harlequin
Centre to promote the
ancient sport. Roger
Cattermoul from Croxley
Bowls Club, who went
along, said: “You can
enjoy bowls at any age
- our members are aged
from six to 95. It’s good
gentle exercise and improves concentration.”

The CAB also has offices in
South Oxhey 020 8421 0911
and Abbots Langley
01923 267 949.

SUSTAINABLE
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From 13 June your brown bin will be collected weekly.
For more information turn to pages 8 and 9.

New Council chairman
Councillor Chris WhatelySmith, ward councillor for
Langleybury, has been
elected as chairman of the
council for 2011/12.
Councillor Whately-Smith
said: “I am honoured to be
nominated chair of Three
Rivers. With the Olympics
approaching I would like to
focus on sport and culture
which is so important to
the lives of our residents.”
Chairman Whately-Smith
will be supporting CAMFED
and The Licensed Trade Charity during his year of office.

Noble House
opens

Free swimming
Despite cut backs from Central Government funding, Three
Rivers will continue to provide free swimming for under
19s during August (see page 14) and for OAPs one hour,
once a week, at half price throughout the year.

Sir James Altham Pool 020 8421 0211

Pensioners from the old Nanscott House building in South
Oxhey have now moved into the newly developed
properties in Noble House. The new building is named after Mrs Nellie Noble, the oldest tenant in Nanscott House,
who turned 101, in January 2011. Mrs Nellie Noble said: “It’s
lovely, I am happy with my flat.”

Watford Woodside Leisure Centre 01923 892710

South Oxhey initiative see page 13.

Contact the venues for swim times:
For your nearest bowls
club 01923 776611
www.threeriverssport.com

Changes to your
waste collections

William Penn Leisure Centre 01923 771050

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Tenth 10K charity run
Moor Park 10K, Sunday 25 September. Online entry now open www.moorpark10k.org.uk
For more information call 07779 458285.

SUSTAINABLE

TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

425 new homes Cash
for Leavesden for
Leavesden Park will be the biggest development in Three
Rivers for many years and includes the development of
425 new homes. The proposals have been granted outline
planning permission, subject to certain conditions being met.

Peter Brooker, Director of Community and Environmental
Services for Three Rivers, said: “The new development will
include 148 affordable homes for rent and shared ownership which are much needed by local people. “

Green prize pics

club

Three Rivers District Council and Community Times are
looking for young amateur photographers to express their
idea of environment. How do you see your local area?
What effects of climate change do you see and how will
this affect you in your future?
Full competition details are on the Three Rivers Youth
Council Facebook page. Winners will be presented with
Harlequin vouchers at the next Youth Council on 12 July.
Call 01923 727334 or visit www.threerivers.gov.uk for more
details. Prizes have been sponsored by Community Times.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

News

2-5

Community Safety

6-7

Sustainability

8-10

Towards Excelence

11

Community action and South Oxhey Initiative

12-13

Leisure and culture

14-16

Editor
Designer
Communications Manager

RYAN WATSON
DIANE BUGEJA
KEVIN SNOW

Main Photographers

ANNIE SIMONS
PATRICIA RAYNER
PATRICIA RAYNER

Front cover photograph:

We welcome your ideas and feedback on this magazine.
Ring the editor on 01923 727334 or email
watsonr@threerivers.gov.uk
Front cover: Recycling - see pages 8 and 9.

If you would like this information
translated into another language please
contact us on 01923 776611.

Rickmansworth & District
Club for the Blind are just
one of the latest recipients
of community grants.
Lizzie Moore, Voluntary
Co-ordinator, said, “Thanks
to the £350 grant we
will soon be developing a
programme of activities to
attract new members and
invite willing volunteers to
put their skills to good use.
This is crucial for the sustainability of our club and
in order to serve the community.”
Help with transport to
meetings is available.
Contact Lizzie Moore
01923 775713 for more
details.

Aged 11-19? Then we want to hear from you.

page

If you need this information
in large print, braille or
another format call
01923 776611
Minicom 01923 727303
Printed on chlorine-free paper from sustainable forests.
This publication cost 20p per copy including delivery.

The Council welcomes grant
applications from not for
profit organisations which
benefit residents in Three
Rivers. Though not all
applications can be
supported, all will be
considered.
01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk
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Belt up

Saints
alive
Do you know what to do
in a medical emergency?
Members of St John Ambulance, based in Rickmansworth, certainly do. The
voluntary group provides
first aid at pop concerts,
festivals, Watford FC football matches, community
events and the London
Marathon.

Sensei Darren Brownsell runs the Kushin Karate Club in Maple Cross and has been
practicing and teaching the art of karate for over 30 years. Darren said, “We teach
traditional karate based on Goju-Ryu Karate, which focuses on breathing and developing
your core strength.”

Member Caroline Pearce
said: “We offer full training

and you are accompanied
on the duties that you
choose to do. We also have
a good social calendar and
this makes for a good team
spirit.”
The group have a special
cadets section for ages 11 to
18 and a Badgers group for
six to 10 year olds. Current
members range in age from
six to 76.
www.sja.org.uk
01923 897934
The British Red Cross also
provides volunteer firstaiders to attend events
and first aid training for
the public. 0844 412 2830
www.redcross.org.uk

Sessions run every Tuesday night at the Community Centre in Longcroft Road with
juniors (ages 5-11) at 6-7pm and seniors (ages 12-40) from 7-8pm. New members welcome.
A waiting list applies to juniors. Search Kushin Karate Club on Facebook for more details.
www.facebook.com 01923 490646.

SUSTAINABLE

SUSTAINABLE

No foul play
The Council is encouraging people to report concerns
about repeated dog fouling. Thoughtless dog owners can
be prosecuted with fines up to £1,000.

Dogs go
social
Our four legged friends
are now getting a look-in
on Facebook. Three Rivers’
animal protection team
are now posting lost dogs
they have collected on our
village Facebook pages.
The team collect around 50
dogs a year – many are unclaimed and must be sent
to animal shelters.
Lost dogs will also be
tweeted from www.twitter.
com/threeriversdc
Residents can also ring
01923 776611. Livestock
worry see page 6.
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Three Rivers’ Cabinet Member for Public Services and
Health, Phil Brading, said: “More people complain about
dog fouling in the summer. It’s not only unsightly, it is a
health hazard. Dog fouling is completely avoidable and
I would encourage people to report any concerns they
have.”
A recent survey found that 77% of residents were satisfied with how the Council kept public land clear of litter
and refuse - an increase from 64% in 2008.

SUSTAINABLE
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Fun at
Watersmeet fits the lock

solar panels

Eagle eyed residents will have noticed the Solar Photo
Voltaic (PV) panels being installed to the roof of
Watersmeet.
The panels will offset 4,640 Kg Carbon Dioxide per year,
generating a reduction of electricity costs of about £750
per annum on Watersmeet’s electricity bills.

As well as the annual
Festival the Rickmansworth
Waterways Trust runs a
number of programmes
throughout the year
including Learning at the
Lock, Under the Bridge and
visiting the historic working
boat, Roger.
www.rwt.org.uk
01923 778382

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Rickmansworth
Festival

News
in brief
New County website
launched
Herts County Council have
launched a new website to
make it easier for you to
find the information you
need, access their services
and carry out transactions
online.
The website has been developed in conjunction with
a representative sample
of Hertfordshire residents
and businesses, with more
features to be added over
the coming months.

Over 30,000 people descended on Rickmansworth over
the 21-22 May for the annual canal festival.
Festival Director David Montague said: “The 2011
Rickmansworth Festival was my 10th year as Festival
Director and over this time we have seen the Festival grow
and mature into a very successful and much loved event.
Each year just gets bigger and better. 2012 will be the
20th anniversary of the Festival.”

www.hertsdirect.org
Tweet with us
Follow us @threeriversdc
for regular updates on
news, events and useful information from the
Council and partner organisations. We also publish
live updates when services
have been affected such as
refuse and recycling.

www.rwt.org.uk 01923 778382.

Other festivals to look out for this summer
Abbots Langley Carnival Saturday 11 June
Croxley Green ‘Revels on the Green’ Saturday 18 June
Chorleywood Village Day Saturday 9 July
01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk for a full list of
summer festivals and to add your event.

Find us on Facebook
Facebook pages are available for Abbots Langley,
Chorleywood, Croxley
Green, Maple Cross and
Mill End, Rickmansworth,
Sarratt, South Oxhey. Only
news and events local to
that area are published.
You can add your event to
our community noticeboard
for free at www.threerivers.
gov.uk and we will automatically publish these on
Facebook.
Not on the internet? The
Council is committed to
providing information
through its community noticeboards located around
the district. 01923 776611.
World Blood Donor Day 14
June We expect blood to
be available for us and our
loved ones when we need
it, yet only 4% of us give
blood. Many people would
not be alive today if it
wasn’t for the generosity of
donors. Donation sessions
run throughout the district.
www.blood.co.uk
0300 123 2323

National Carers’ Week
Three out of five people will be a carer at some point in their lives. This means there is a
high chance that one day, the true face of a carer will be the one you see in the mirror.
You may not think of yourself as one, but if you look after someone such as your parent,
spouse, child, a friend, relative or neighbour who would find it difficult to cope without
your support, then you are a carer. This could be due to age, physical or mental illness,
substance misuse or disability.
If you are a carer get in
touch with Carers in
Hertfordshire.
01923 239003
www.carersinherts.org.uk
Young carers in
Herts project
www.koolcarers.org.uk

National
Carers’ Week
13-19 June
www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

People across the UK will unite on 25 June to show their
support for the men and women who make up the Armed
Forces community.
Three Rivers House will be raising the flag on 20 June for
the duration of the week. Ivan Gurney, of the Rickmansworth Royal British Legion said “It’s important that we
show our support to our troops and veterans. They have
done a great service to this country and this gives us an
opportunity to thank them”
www.armedforcesday.org.uk 020 7807 0966.
Find your nearest British Legion at
www.britishlegion.org.uk 0457 725725.
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Coming
Night time safety your way Summer dog warning
Three Rivers is a very safe district to live in but it is
always worth being aware of your surroundings and
be vigilant when out at night. Most personal safety
is common sense!
If you are out alone, let someone know where you
are going and what time you expect to be back.
Plan your route before you set out and stick to well
lit roads and pavements so that you can see and be
seen.
Try to vary times and routes if you go out jogging or
cycling regularly.
Only use a licensed taxi company, share with friends
where possible.
Wear your bag over your shoulder and in front of
you. Keep the opening sides of bags towards your
body.
When parking in daylight consider how the area will
look if you have to return after dark.
If you are a male walking in the same direction as
a lone woman, consider dropping back so that you
don’t lead her to perceiving you as a threat.

A trailer owned by Three
Rivers Council is in the
process of being refurbished so that it can be
used to promote community safety messages across
the district.
Roger Seabourne, Chairman of the Community
Safety Partnership, says:
“It’s a great opportunity to
meet residents and discuss
issues that matter to them
such as anti-social behaviour, graffiti, fly-tipping and
nuisance neighbours.”
If you have an event that
you’d like the trailer to
attend, please contact the
Council’s community safety
team on 01923 776611.

It’s pay back time

Need some help? Local community groups who have suitable jobs which could be done under the scheme can contact Jeff. Jeff is also seeking local businesses that could
provide work placements. 01923 240144
www.communitypayback.com
SmartWater is painted
onto your property and
dries colourless. Each
bottle has a unique
chemical registration
which can be seen by
Police under UV light
when they retrieve stolen
property. Each pot can be
used for 40 - 60 valuables.
People can pay £20 each
inc. p&p. sue.j.thompson@
btopenworld.com
020 8428 3384.
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Says Debbie: “Farmers do not need to put up notices and
they can shoot dogs if they feel their livestock are being
threatened. Dog lovers need to use common sense and be
vigilant at all times. Dogs should be kept on a lead at all
times when passing near livestock.”
Watford Magistrates Court issued two dog control orders
to the respective owners of two German Shepherd dogs,
Mr Andrew Aston and Ms Debbie Philbin, on 21 March.
The Court awarded the Council a total of £1,090 costs to
be paid by the two dog owners.

Local groups could benefit from free help from offenders
under the Community Payback scheme. Offenders have
been working under supervision to maintain local woodlands and open spaces including the Aquadrome, Oxhey
Woods and Leavesden Country Park.
Hertfordshire Probation Service’s Jeff Spencer says: “We
take a long view. The scheme enables offenders to make
reparation to the community but it also helps them to get
their lives back on track.” Offenders under the scheme
have a significantly lower re-offending rate than criminals
serving custodial sentences.

The Council will take action against thoughtless dog owners if they let their pets go out of control. That’s the blunt
warning from Debbie Sandling, the Council’s animal welfare officer.

Latest crime figures for Three Rivers
Crime

April - March 2010/11

April - March 2009/10

Change?

All crime

3,596

3,852

DOWN

Vehicle crime

518

660

DOWN

Criminal damage

684

874

DOWN

Violent crime

505

503

Up

Burglary (domestic)

281

301

DOWN

Theft of pedal cycle

78

93

DOWN

Figures are for year 1 April 2010 to 31 March
2011 and 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010.
Source for both years: IQUANTA .

THREE RIVERS IS
EST
ONE OF THE SAF
AND
PLACES IN ENGL
Contact us on 01923 77661 1

SUMMER 2011 THREE RIVERS TIMES

COMMUNITY SAFETY

Watch on the look out
Neighbourhood and Home Watch Week 18 – 26 June
We are looking for volunteers to start new Watches in the
Penn, Mill End, Maple Cross and Langleybury areas. We
need volunteers to act as road co-ordinators looking after
a small number of houses in the same road. It takes up
very little time, especially if residents are willing to register with the OWL alerts.
Contact your local Neighbourhood watch co ordinator
0845 3300 222.
www.threerivers.neighbourhoodwatch.org

OWL updates
If you’ve not yet signed
up to the OWL messaging
system you are missing out
on the latest community
safety information for your
area.

Home and garden
security

The secure system allows
your Neighbourhood Watch
co-ordinator to send you
the latest updates by email
or text message.
Contact your nearest
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 0845 3300 222

West
Herts
Against
Crime

We’re

closing in

on benefit fraud

together we can

stamp it out
If you suspect someone of benefit fraud
in your area, contact us in confidence on

0800 458 9200

fraud@threerivers.gov.uk
fraud@watford.gov.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Do you know that
WHAC’s services include
a home security check
including fitting locks,
perimeter security and fire
safety, handyperson service for all small household
jobs such as light bulbs,
curtains, flat-pack furniture
and a minor adaption
services such as mobility
aids and grab rails
01923 801138
www.westherts-againstcrime.org

The majority of thefts are still committed by opportunistsdon’t leave your valuables to chance. Always remember to
double lock your doors and windows.
Keep side gates locked and don’t leave garden tools and
ladders out as they can be used by criminals to break into
your property. Consider cutting back high hedges or overgrown foliage to increase visibility.
At night, lighting is a good deterrent – especially infra-red
sensors which come on when they detect movement.
Never agree to work offered by doorstep callers. Use
reputable companies and get several quotes for any work
that needs doing.

They
Shed security
need you
Volunteering opportunities
are available in justice and
community safety including
Victim Support, Youth offending team volunteers,
Youth offender panel members, support for prisoners
and Witness Support.
For all the above contact
CVS volunteer centre
01923 711174 or see
www.do-it.org.uk Most roles
require a Criminal Records
Bureau check.

Always put tools and equipment away when they are not
in use and make sure that sheds are secured with strong
locks or padlocks.
Consider using anchor points in the shed to secure expensive electrical items (i.e. lawn mower, electric hedge cutter
etc).
Where possible, mark your
property with your postcode
so that it can be returned if
recovered - use SmartWater, a marking system which
leaves a unique ‘DNA’ signature on your property (see
page 6).
The contents of your shed
or garage are more valuable
than you think!
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CHANGES TO
BROWN BIN
COLLECTIONS

From Monday 13 June
your brown (organic
waste) bin will be collected weekly, with your
green (refuse) bin collected fortnightly.

If you have children in nappies and you cannot fit all your refuse into your bin you can
WOW A5 6pp 2.indd 4
20/05/2011 16:09
purchase nappy sacks from Council offices and local libraries for 25p each. These can
then be left next to the bin on the day of collection. These are the only extra bags we will
collect. The Council offers cashback to parents who choose real nappies (see opposite).

Is your brown bin too heavy?
Brown bins that are too heavy can break on the lifting equipment of our
collection vehicles. This costs the Council money in replacement bins. If you
find your brown bin is difficult to move please keep some back for your next
collection. Please do not compact the waste into your brown bin to fit more
in. If you find you have a lot of garden waste on a regular basis you may like to
consider having a second brown bin, charged at £104 per year.
Why not compost at home? See opposite for details.

Page 8

You should have received
a leaflet through your door
explaining the new collection service in more detail,
if you have not contact our
Customer Service Centre
to request one.
Your brown bin is for ALL
food waste, cardboard and
garden waste. If you would
like extra capacity for your
garden waste you may
have a second brown bin at
a charge of £104 per year.
Please contact us for an
application form.
The Council does not take
away waste at the side of

your green bin. This means
only waste placed in your
green wheeled bin, with the
lid closed, will be collected.
However if you are recycling everything you can
you should not have any
extra waste to dispose of.
If you need extra boxes
please contact us to request these, as you can
have as many as you need
for your recycling. We offer larger boxes for plastics, cans and cartons.
There really shouldn’t be
much that has to be placed
in your green (refuse) bin,
but if you need further
advice about how to reduce
your waste please contact
us for more information.
01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Real Nappy
scheme

Using home laundered nappies rather than disposables
can save £500 on the cost of keeping babies in nappies.
When your baby no longer needs nappies, real nappies
can be passed on to younger siblings,
saving even more money.
Disposable nappies aren’t just expensive to buy. For
every £1 spent on disposable nappies the taxpayer pays
10p towards their disposal.
Three Rivers District Council,
in partnership with Hertfordshire County Council, will
give cash back of up to £80
towards the cost of real nappies.

Stamp
out waste
Don’t waste those holiday
postcards you receive . . .
You can donate these, and
stamps, to be recycled and
to help groups raise funds:
Used postcards and stamps
are accepted at Hospice of
St Francis, Michael Sobell
Hospice and Oxfam shops,
St Mary’s Church in Rickmansworth and Watford
MENCAP.

Composting is an inexpensive, natural process that transforms your kitchen and garden waste into a valuable and
nutrient rich food for your garden.
Home composters are available from just £14 (+ £5 delivery charge) from www.wasteaware.org.uk or by calling
0300 1234 051 and can pay for themselves in just a couple of years by providing you with free compost for your
garden.
Items that you can compost
at home include:
Grass cuttings
Raw vegetable peelings,
salad leaves and fruit
scraps
Tea bags and coffee
grounds
Crushed egg shells
Egg and cereal boxes
Toilet and kitchen roll tubes
Garden prunings
Twigs and hedge clippings
Straw and hay (including
the bedding of small animals e.g. hamsters)
Sawdust and wood
chippings
Wood clippings
Tissues, paper towels and
napkins

Used postcards only are
accepted at Help the Aged.
Not on the list? If you are
a local group and would
like to be added to the list
please contact us 01923
727255 kevin.snow@
threerivers.gov.uk
Postcards and envelopes
(no windows) can also be
recycled in kerbside brown
bins. Stamps can stay on
the postcards and
envelopes.

01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk

Textile recycling banks
Textile recycling banks are located across the
district. Below is a list of items we can and can’t
accept in the new banks.
Yes
All clothing
Paired shoes
Handbags
Belts
Bed linen
Curtains
Towels
Pillow cases
Hats
Coats
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Home composting

No
Pillows
Duvets
Mats
Carpet
Material cuttings
Cushions
For a full list of locations
contact:
01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Unwanted
items?
Local charities are on the
look out for good-quality
clothes, furniture or electricals you no longer want.
www.charityshops.org.uk

Household Waste
Recycling Centres
You can also recycle many common household goods such
as electrical items, clothes, garden waste, and scrap wood
at Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC). Details of
your nearest HWRC can be found at
www.wasteaware.org.uk or by calling 0300 1234 051

Battery power
Batteries can be recycled at Abbots Langley
and Sarratt Parish
Council offices as
well as Three
Rivers House.
You will also
find recycling
points at most
shops that sell
batteries.
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Grow your own
vegetables

All District and Parish owned allotments in Three Rivers are
run by allotment associations or Parish Councils. You can
add your name to the waiting list for allotments by using
the contact details found on www.threerivers.gov.uk or by
calling 01923 776611.
Do you have a spare bit of garden you’re not using and
you’d like to share? Interested in getting some free fruit and
veg in return? Land sharing connects those who have land
to share with those who need land for cultivating food.
For land sharing in Abbots Langley contact Ian Bond
ian@branches.plus.com 01923 291273
To grow vegetables visit www.ourclimateischanging.com

Love your road
Three Rivers’ environment
team has joined forces
with residents to set up an
innovative project in South
Oxhey. Known as Green
Streets, residents have
volunteered to keep the
neighbours informed about
environmental issues. The
commitment will be one
activity on average per month
for at least four months.

Eco works

The scheme helps residents
save money as well as
reduce CO2 emissions by
providing advice, money off
coupons and green garden
tips and offers.

Recent tree works have included Rhododendron removal
and thinning of non native conifer plantations at Oxhey
Woods. This encourages the regeneration of native broadleaves and flowers such as native bluebells that our now
thriving again throughout the district.

kevin.snow@threerivers.
gov.uk 01923 727255

Freecycle

Freecycle is a network of
community groups where
members can give and
receive items for free.
Groups are located in
Watford, Chorleywood and
Rickmansworth.
www.freecycle.org

All works carried out are aided by funding from the Forestry
Commission and done in partnership with the Countryside
Management Service.

Plugged In Places
Electric charging points could soon be making their way
to your local car park or supermarket. Plugged in Places is
a £30million government initiative to provide funding for
the installation of recharging points for electric vehicles.
www.evalu8-ti.org.uk 01923 776611.

National Parks Week 25 - 31 July. Occasional conservation volunteering opportunities are available at the
Aquadrome, Chorleywood House Estate, Leavesden
Country Park, Croxley Common Moor, Oxhey Woods and
the Withey Beds. Tea and butties are the normal order
of the day. No experience is needed.
kay.fitzgerald@threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611

What’s the
score?
Over 250 food establishments are now rated 4 or 5
stars in Three Rivers.
To view the latest scores on
the doors. 01923 776611.
www.tinyurl.com/scores-may

Green Heroes Awards 2011
www.ourclimateischanging.com
has been awarded the status of International Green Hero
by the Green Organisation. This follows last year’s
success at the Green Apple awards.
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Rail

deadline
Your guide to trees
How do we manage our tree stock?
All tree works are on a three year cycle and are only carried
out to dead, dying and dangerous trees.
What is a tree preservation order?
It is an order which makes it a criminal offence to cut
down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage or wilfully destroy
a tree without the Council’s permission. Fines can be up to
£20,000.
What is the purpose of a tree preservation order?
To protect trees which make a significant impact on their
local surroundings. This is particularly important where
trees are in immediate danger.
Where can I find out more?
General information is available from www.threerivers.gov.uk
or by calling 01923 776611. Applications to work on a TPO
tree can be found on the Planning Portal on our website.

Residents have until 29
July to share their views on
the proposed high speed
rail link which would run
through the Chilterns and
the edge of farm land in the
Green Belt in West Hyde
near the Colne Valley.
District Council Leader
Ann Shaw says: “We support the environmental
and economic benefits of
good public transport. But
this project needs a better
business case to justify the
significant environmental
impact it would have. We
have raised local people’s
objections with the
Department of Transport.”
www.highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk
Sign up to our Have Your
Say e-newsletter at
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

In the driving seat

Have your say:

Local charities are crying out
for new trustees. The Centre
for Voluntary Service (CVS) is
appealing for more residents
to think about this challenging and very rewarding role in
guiding the work of community groups.

Abbots Langley Local Area Forum

Kathe Clark from CVS said:
“Every charity is different
Nine Lives Furniture, Rickmansworth
but the one thing they have
in common is their reliance on trustees, the people with
responsibility for making the important decisions about the
direction of the charity and its work.”

Monday 10 October 2pm - 4pm
Chorleywood Memorial Hall, Common Road,
Chorleywood

To learn more about being a Trustee visit
www.charity-commission.gov.uk
Safety volunteering page 6-7 environmental volunteering
page 10.

AV referendum result
The referendum to change the voting system for electing
members of parliament was held on Thursday 5 May. The
result from Three Rivers was:
Yes: 7,985 No: 20,779
Total votes: 28,931
Rejected: 167 - Turnout: 44.4%
This figure was then fed into the national result. The
national result was yes: 32% no: 68%. This means there
will be no change in the way you vote for your local MP.

Tuesday 21 June 7.30pm
Manor House Sports and Social Centre,
Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley.
Wednesday 2 November 7.30pm
Bedmond Village Hall, High Street, Bedmond

Chorleywood Local Area Forum

Youth
council

Open to anyone aged 11-19
who lives or goes to school
in the District the Youth
Council meets three times
a year and offers young
people the opportunity to
have their say on matters
affecting them.
The next Youth Council
meets 12 July in the Penn
Chamber at Three Rivers
House, Rickmansworth.
Find Three Rivers Youth
Council on Facebook. Help
is available with transport.
01923 776611.

District Council election results

Croxley Green Local Area Forum
Wednesday 15 June 7.30pm
Baptist Church Hall, Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
Wednesday 16 November 7.30pm
Harvey Road School, Croxley Green

Rickmansworth Local Area Forum
Tuesday 28 June 7.30pm
Eastbury Farm JMI School, Bishops Avenue,
Northwood
Thursday 24 November 7.30pm
Maple Cross JMI School, Denham Way, Maple Cross

Sarratt Local Area Forum
Wednesday 14 September 7.30pm
Sarratt Village Hall, The Green, Sarratt

Watford Rural Local Area Forum
Thursday 30 June 7.30pm
Oxhey Wood Primary School, Oxhey Drive, WD19 7SL
Monday 14 November 7.30pm
Oxhey Wood Primary School, Oxhey Drive, WD19 7SL
Please confirm venue and time at
www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611
on day of meeting.

Abbots Langley Matthew Bedford, Liberal Democrat
Ashridge Paul Gordon, Labour
Bedmond & Primrose Hill Helen Lehrle, Liberal Democrat

Pensioners’ forum 24 June

Carpenders Park Pam Hames, Liberal Democrat
Chorleywood West James May, Conservative

The next pensioners’ forum takes place on 24 June from
2–4pm in the Penn Chamber at Three Rivers House,
Rickmansworth, WD3 1RL.

Croxley Green Leighton Dann, Liberal Democrat
Croxley Green North Chris Lloyd, Liberal Democrat
Croxley Green South Phil Brading, Liberal Democrat
Hayling Stephen Cox, Labour
Langleybury Paul Goggins, Liberal Democrat
Leavesden Stephen Giles-Medhurst, Liberal Democrat
Maple Cross & Mill End Ann Shaw, Liberal Democrat
Moor Park & Eastbury Ralph Sangster, Conservative
Northwick Len Tippen, Labour
Oxhey Hall Peter Ray, Liberal Democrat
Sarratt Tony Barton, Conservative
Results of Parish Council elections can be found on the
local elections page of www.threerivers.gov.uk or by
calling 01923 776611.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Easy as
ABC

Recent topics have included bus transport and
provision, leisure facilities for the elderly and how cuts
have affected pensioners. Help with transport is available.
01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk

A fully updated A-Z directory
of local services has been
published by the District
Council. Download a copy at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
Audio and large print copies
are available on request.
01923 776611.
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COMMUNITY ACTION

George Porter Free
celebrates his services
100th birthday
Navy service during World War II, sailing around the world
and 25 years as a Special Constable are just some the
stories that 100 year old George Porter can tell. George,
who was brought up in a Barnardo’s home, became chief
clerk for Rickmansworth Council in 1946, retiring in 1976.
George who still lives in Chorleywood says “My work has
taken me all over the country but I always have a special
bond in this area.”

Sparkly Friends group
service judged excellent
Age UK Hertfordshire’s
Help in the Home service
provides tailored domestic
support to older people
and people with disabilities,
with the aim of helping
them to remain living in
their own homes for longer.

Children’s Centre Family
Mornings and drop in Baby
Health Clinic, every fourth
Saturday of the month,
10am to 12noon.

The Society’s Graham
Marett says: “With a little
help anyone can enjoy the
wonders of the night sky.”

Help in the Home 01923
224472. Job enquiries
01707 386060 www.ageuk.
org.uk/hertfordshire

Parkinson’s help
Every hour, someone in the UK is told that they have Parkinson’s. The West Herts branch of Parkinson’s UK have
an information and support officer and a specialist Parkinson’s Disease nurse. Mobility exercise classes are held
weekly at the Watford Leisure Centre, Woodside.
www.parkinsons.org.uk 01923 820395

Hello sky
The South West Herts
Astronomical Society was
founded in 1968, with the
aims of promoting the
science of astronomy and
encouraging popular interest in the subject.

The charity provides Home
Helpers to assist general
cleaning tasks, collecting
shopping and preparing
light meals. Client Eileen
says: “She is excellent at
what she does and I enjoy
her company. I have major
mobility problems so really
welcome the help.”

Visitors and prospective
members are welcome.
www.swhas.org.uk
01753 888852
Do you live in Carpenders
Park and enjoy gardening?
Carpenders Park Horticultural Society is recruiting new members. Chair
Coralie Frances says: “We
meet three times a year to
promote general interest in
gardening.”

Maple Cross Club
Health training for 50+,
fortnightly on Tuesdays,
10am to 12noon.
Children’s centre and CAB
drop in, first Wednesday
of the month, 9.30am to
12noon.

The Friends of Carpenters Wood have recently been
judged by the Royal Forestry Society’s in their award for
Forests of Excellence.
The group has set up their own website
www.carpenterswood.org.uk and organise regular guided
walks, talks and open days.

A range of outreach services at venues in Maple
Cross, Mill End and South
Oxhey is available thanks
to funding from the Three
Rivers Local Strategic Partnership (LSP).

Mill End
Community Centre
Health training for 50+,
every Tuesday, 10am to
12noon.
‘STEP-UP’ Learning and
Wellbeing Centre, South
Oxhey
Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm, sessions in IT, drop
in job clubs, how to save
money on energy bills,
counselling support and art
courses.
To find out more about the
LSP call 01923 776611 and
ask for the Community
Partnerships team.

Carpenders Park Flower
Show 3 September. www.
cphs.org.uk 020 8421 5794
For a list of horticultural
societies in Three Rivers
visit www.threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611
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Open Day results
370 people came to the open day on 7 April – thank you.
The most popular answers are below.
What are the most important issues?

Thank you to the 250 of you who returned the survey in the
spring Three Rivers Times and on our website.
update
at the
Here are just some of the results.
area
forum 3
0
A full report is at www.threerivers.gov.uk and
June
copies are available at Oxhey library and the Parish
Council in Oxhey Drive. or ring us 01923 776611 for a copy.
Are you happy with shopping
facilities in South Oxhey?
...88 people were fairly happy or
very happy

Top answer: 130
Fairly unhappy or
very unhappy

How happy are you with public transport in South Oxhey?
...77people were fairly unhappy or
very unhappy

Top answer: 101
Very happy or
fairly happy

How happy are you with roads
in South Oxhey?
...57 people were fairly happy or
very happy

Top answer: 154
Very unhappy or
fairly unhappy

How happy are you with schools
provision in South Oxhey?
...69 people were fairly unhappy
or very unhappy

Top answer: 96
Neither happy nor
unhappy

Have you decided to knock down the precinct?
No. This would really be down to local residents – we want to
find out what you want.
Why are you focussing on South Oxhey and not Oxhey
Hall and Carpenders Park?
We are happy to look at improvements in Oxhey Hall and
Carpenders Park.

Sign up to our South Oxhey
e-newsletter at
www.threerivers.gov.uk,
Speak to your Ward
Councillor. 01923 776611
www.threerivers.gov.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

28%

Roads, footpaths and parking

24%

More uses that provide for employment
opportunities

13%

What is most in need of updating?
Precinct shops

40%

Market

22%

Swimming pool

19%

What would you most like to see in South Oxhey?
Variety of shops, banks, cafes, local market

33%

New supermarket

17%

New leisure centre and swimming pool

15%

What neighbourhood principles are most important?
A place with a variety of uses which meets my
day to day needs

23%

A place with a variety of green spaces for both
sport and relaxation

18%

A place which has a sense of ‘ownership; by the
whole community

17%

77% of you said that you were happy to call South
Oxhey home and 63% of you felt it has a strong
sense of community.

Timeline

Q&A

Will you rule out building on the green belt?
We are committed to protecting the green belt
for future generations. We will look at all other
options before proposing to build on the green
belt and we will consult you on all proposals.

Shopping

update
at the
area
forum 3
0
June

Find us at
www.facebook.com
www.twitter.com/threeriversdc
Join our mailing list
01923 727255.

30 June 2011 Local Area
Forum, Oxhey Wood Primary
School, Oxhey Drive, WD19
7SL. 7:30pm. News on the
first phase of consultation
and actions taken in
response. Coffee and cake.
Free transport for elderly
and disabled people.
01923 727 255 kevin.snow@
threerivers.gov.uk
15 September 2011 Public
consultation 2 – more detail
about how you want to see
the area modernised. Watford Rural Parish Council in
Oxhey Drive, 10am – 8pm.
14 November Local Area
Forum, Oxhey Wood Primary School, Oxhey Drive,
WD19 7SL. Update on the
project and actions. 7:30pm

Your concern
s

‘improve upke
ep of roads
and pavemen
ts’
‘litter and dog
fouling’
‘more schools
’ uapt dthate
e
a
‘improve publi foruare
m
c Jun 30
e
transport’
‘tackle anti-so
cial
behaviour’
‘more activitie
s and events’
January 2012 Public consultation 3 – what people
want, where it should go
and how to pay for it.
April 2012 – march 2015
facilities modernised
April 2016 – March 2020
further modernisation (if
decided)

South Oxhey
Initiative survey

You said it

Top answers
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LEISURE

Rickmansworth
Golf Club
Rickmansworth Golf Course offers an oasis of calmness
and tranquillity to all golfing enthusiasts. The main 18 hole
public course boasts dramatic views over the Moor Park
estate and surrounding woodlands.
There is also a nine hole par 3 course and a purpose built,
landscaped teaching academy area.
Play for as little as £8 per round. Bring this article along
and receive “2 for 1” green fees Monday - Friday. Offer
ends 31 July 2011.
Call 01923 775278 for membership enquiries.

Sportivate

Over the next four years,
Sport England will distribute £9,000 per year of
Sportivate is a new scheme
funding to local clubs and
from Sport England aimed at organisations in Three
encouraging more 14–25 year Rivers.
olds to participate in sport.
www.threeriverssport.com

Herts
Youth
Games On your bike!
Saturday 18 June
On the day of the Herts
Youth Games some 1,000
young people will
participate in 10 sports, as
representatives of their
districts.

Cycle to the Aquadrome on
Sunday 26 June 10.30am - 4pm
Team Green Britain Bike
Week is an annual event to
promote cycling and show
how riding a bike can easily
be part of everyday life.

Another 5,000 young
people will have taken part
in the trials and training
programs.

Everyone arriving at Café
in the Park on their bikes
will receive a free drink at
the café and a free bicycle
security tag by the police.

We wish the Three
Rivers team lots of luck on
the day.

www.threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611

Play tennis for free across the district this
summer. For court locations
call 01923 776611.

Page 1 4

Nominate a
Torchbearer
Do you know someone
truly inspirational? This is
your chance to give them
their moment to shine. You
have until 29 June to nominate them to be a London
2012 Olympic Torchbearer.
www.london2012.com

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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LEISURE

Get set . . . Boys and girls
nature come out to play
walk
me
The Aquadro
ne
Frogmoor La
h
ort
sw
an
Rickm
WD3 1NB

Sunday 7 August
10am - 12noon

FREE family day out at the
Aquadrome for residents
and their families with a
disability. Meet at the
Café in the Park at
Rickmansworth Aquadrome
before setting off on a
scavenger hunt around
the lake.
Before you finish you could
take part in some watersport activities or a spot of
fishing on the lake.
No booking necessary,
activities on a first come,
first served basis.
01923 776611

To book call 01923 776611

This summer there are even more play areas in Three
Rivers to take the children and lots of great areas for a
good old fashioned picnic and river dip.

If you’re looking for a leisurely day out in the summer
holidays, then grab a fishing net, a jar or two and head
to one of the many picnic areas in the district. The Chess
River can be accessed from Scotsbridge Playing Fields,
Rickmansworth or Chorleywood House Estate,
Chorleywood and is the perfect place for children to enjoy
river dipping.
Visit one of three new play areas in Oulton Way,
Carpenders Park, Hayling Road and Ashburnham Drive,
South Oxhey. Over 800 children, young people and their
families were consulted on what they wanted to see in
their local play space and their responses formed the basis
of what has been installed. Oulton Way and
Hayling Road are now open for families and children to
enjoy and the new Ashburnham Drive play area will be
open later this summer.

Play Rangers
what's on this summer.indd 3

20/05/2011 15:24

Free activities every day this summer

Come outdoors and play in open spaces and woodlands.
Activities will be supported by qualified staff who
encourage children to have fun in the outdoors and make
decisions freely about their play. Children with additional
needs are encouraged to join in. If you would like to
discuss your child’s needs, please contact us on
01923 776611.
Abbots Langley
Manor House Grounds,
Gallows Hill Lane WD5 0DD
Meet by the skate area.
Mill End
Field at Mead Place,
Berry Lane WD3 7HB
Maple Cross
Beechen Wood WD3 9UE
Meet by the pedestrian gate
on Pollards.

Get your skates on

South Oxhey
South Oxhey Playing Fields,
WD19 7PS
Meet by the pedestrian
gate on Bramshot Way.

On 16 August Watersmeet will be transformed into an
indoor roller skating venue for a special roller disco.
Family sessions will run:
12 noon-12.45pm
1pm - 1.45pm
2pm - 2.45pm
3pm - 3.45pm

Leavesden
Leavesden Country Park,
off College Road WD5 0GN
Meet by the childrens play
area.

Venue and daily session times
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays*

9am-11am
Manor House
South Oxhey
South Oxhey
Leavesden
Manor House

11.30am-1.30pm
Mead Place
Leavesden
Mead Place
Beechen Wood
Mead Place

*Excluding Friday 12 August. Closed for Family Fun and Play in South Oxhey
www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

2pm-4pm
South Oxhey
Beechen Wood
Manor House
South Oxhey
South Oxhey

BOOK
NOW

Cost per session:
£4 per person in advance.
£5 per person on the day
(includes skate hire)
For advance bookings call
Watersmeet Box
Office on 01923 711063.
Watersmeet, High Street,
Rickmansworth WD3 1EH.
www.watersmeet.co.uk
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ARTS AND CULTURE

What’s on at
Watersmeet
Fiddler on the Roof 21-25 June
The story centres on Tevye, the father of five daughters,
and his attempts to maintain his family and Jewish
religious traditions while outside influences encroach upon
their lives.
Times: Evening 7.45pm plus Saturday matinee 2.30pm
Prices: Adults £15, Concessions £13.50 (Tue/Wed/Sat
matinee only), Children/Students £10 any performance,
Groups of 10+ £13.50 any performance

Ballet at Watersmeet
UK Ballet Theatre: Snow Queen, 30 October

Friends of Watersmeet
Film Society presents:
Never Let Me Go – 16 June
(12A), 103 mins
Ruth, Kathy and Tommy, spend their childhood at a seemingly idyllic English boarding
school. As they grow into young adults,
they find that they have to come to terms
with the strength of the love they feel for
each other, while preparing themselves for
the haunting reality that awaits them.
The Concert - 21 July
(15), 119 mins
Thirty years ago, Andrei Simonovich Filipov,
the renowned conductor of the Bolshoi
orchestra, was fired for hiring
Jewish musicians. Now a mere cleaning
man at the Bolshoi, he learns by accident
that the Châtelet Theatre in Paris invites
the Bolshoi Orchestra to play there.
Matinee performances start at 2pm, £3
members, £5 non-members, £1.50 / £3
concessions. Evening performances start at
7.45pm, £3 members, £5 non-members,
£2 / £4 concessions and will be on sale at
Watersmeet on the day of the performance.
Tea and cakes for £1 are served at matinee
performances. Evening bar opens at 6.30pm.
For full details call 01923 446728 or visit
www.friendsofwatersmeet.org.uk

The search is on for a
sensational band
23 September - Open auditions
28 October - Grand final

This battle of the bands will be
a great experience, great fun
with studio recording time
for the winning group

Books are on sale at
Carpenders Park Community
Hall from as little as 20p.
Ron Wilson runs the stall in
aid of the Community Hall.
“We have about 2,000 books.
People are welcome to come
along and donate books as
well.”
Station Approach, Gibbs
Couch, Carpenders Park
10am – 2pm last Saturday of
the month. Admission free.
020 8428 3123

Belmont
Theatre
Company

Come along and tread the
boards with this popular
theatre group. Established
65 years ago, rehearsals
are held in Carpenders
Park Community Hall on
Tuesday evenings.
The Company’s Malcolm
Weinberg says: “We
normally perform three
shows a year and rotate
between comedies,
thrillers, who-dunnits,
musicals, all-out farces
and the occasional serious
drama. Could you be the
star of the next show?”
The group also welcomes
volunteers to help behind
the scenes and are currently
looking for affordable local
storage for scenery, props
and costumes.
Coming up is Ten Times
Table by Alan Ayckbourn.
21 and 23 October. Watford
Pump House, Local Board
Road,Lower High Street,
Watford, WD17 2JP.
0845 521 3453

Free tours at Moor
Park Mansion
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To download an
application form visit
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Watersmeet, High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1EH
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Tel: 01923 711063

The Grade 1 listed Mansion
are giving tours this
summer available on
23 June, 14 July, 4 August,
18 August, 15 September
From 10am onwards – last
tour starts at 11am.
Wheelchair access with
lift. Dress code: no jeans
or trainers please. Children
and large groups welcome.
01923 773146

Contact us on 01923 77661 1

