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NEWS

Changes to meals on wheels
Older and disabled residents across Three Rivers will benefit from an improved meals on
wheels service from 1 April.
The new service follows the success of a trial in Abbots Langley, where residents currently
receive meals on wheels seven days a week from Hertfordshire Community Meals.
Elsewhere in the district, vulnerable people currently receive services Mondays to Fridays
from a mixture of providers.

Hot property
Land and Property experts at the District Council have
been shortlisted for a national award for best performance
in the Local Land Charges Awards for Excellence 2013.
The team provides information about properties and their
surrounding areas from the properties register.
www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611.

18% drop in crime
Residents are nearly one fifth safer than they were a year
ago. That’s according to the latest overall crime figure from
Hertfordshire Constabulary. Burglary also fell by 18% while
bicycle theft dropped by nearly one third. Three Rivers
continues to be one of the safest places in England.
More crime figures p7.

Plan for business
The District Council has agreed a new six point plan to
support the local economy. Three Rivers is, generally, an
affluent area with a very low unemployment level. But the
economy is still facing a rough road to recovery due to
national and international forces - we must act locally to
protect and support job and wealth creation.
John Lee, Treasurer of Rickmansworth Chamber of
Commerce, said:
“As a local business community, we are excited to work
with the Council in helping implement the strategy - from
promoting apprenticeships through information and
networking events, to providing training expertise and
skills.” More on the plan p4.

What’s your beef?
The District Council’s list of
locally farmed meat, dairy,
fruit and veg’ outlets has
been updated.
The list ranges from beef
and buffalo to watercress,
honey and cream.
www.threerivers.gov.uk
01923 776611.
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The seven-day-a-week scheme operating in Abbots Langley will be expanded to include
the whole of Three Rivers district. In addition to the hot lunch service an optional cold tea
service will be offered.
Sarratt Care and WRVS in Chorleywood will, as well, continue to provide their popular
fresh cooked meal services on specific days of the week in their areas. Existing customers,
volunteers and staff were notified in January. www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611.

Traveller
sites –
your say
Agricultural land east
of Tolpits Lane is being
considered as a potential
site for Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople.
The District Council is
required by law to assess
the needs of the traveller
community within its area,
set pitch and plot targets
and identify specific sites.
The assessment identified a
need for a further six pitches
up to 2017 and an additional
two pitches from 2017-2022.
The Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople
consultation runs until 22
March.
More at www.threerivers.gov.
uk 01923 776611.

Lunch with WRVS
By Pat Warmington, WRVS

WRVS are welcoming pensioners to their daily lunch in Bury
Lane, Rickmansworth. There has been a lunch club there for
more than 50 years. It is a great place to come for company
and to make new friends over a meal prepared by their
volunteers.
A freshly cooked lunch is provided from Monday to Friday
consisting of a main course, a pudding and a cup of tea or
coffee. Lunch £4. WRVS 01923 772096.

Improved services follow tax freeze
The District Council has
not increased its Council
Tax for next year. This is
the fourth successive year
of freezing or cutting the
District Council Tax level
and was achieved in spite
of national government
cuts to councils’ funding.
The amount to be charged
by the District Council in
2013/4 is lower than the
charge in 2006/7. Not
many organisations can
match that.

Efficiency and back
office savings of more
than £2.5m over the last
five years have allowed
Three Rivers to protect
and improve services and
safeguard its long term
financial position while
keeping Council Tax down.
The average Band D
District Council Tax for
2013/14 is £154.30. The
average total Band D
Council Tax is £1,461.15

including charges for
Hertfordshire County
Council, the Parishes
and the Police and Crime
Commissioner.
Contact us immediately if
you have difficulty paying
your Council Tax 01923
776611.
Benefits changes p13.

Council Tax and empty
homes p5.
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This year we are on target to recycle, compost, re-use 62% of all waste collected
This means of the 9 waste lorries a day
collected, at least 5 of these are being saved
from landfill.

We welcome your ideas and feedback on this magazine.
Ring 01923 727334 or email
nina.hosking@threerivers.gov.uk

Assumption: each full waste disposal lorry can
carry up to 11 tonnes of waste

Front cover: Zero Waste Heroes see page 3.

Percentage of household waste recycling, composting and
re-use for 2011/12
Bottom
0

Number of Councils
2

Percentage
rate

10%

39

20%

100

30%

140

40%

Top
62

50%

If you would like this information
translated into another language please
contact us on 01923 776611.

9
Councils
including
Three Rivers
60%

Total of 352 councils inthe UK who provided statistics.
The data shows the total household waste recycling, composting and reuse rate for English local
authorities from April 2011 to March 2012.
Source: letsrecycle.com Municipal waste data derived from WasteDataFlow for the period covering the
financial year 2011/12.

Stop
Press:
During the snow this
winter Three Rivers
Refuse & Recycling teams
achieved a fantastic 99%
of all collections.

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

If you need this information
in large print, braille or
another format call
01923 776611
All information is correct at time of going to print.
Printed on chlorine-free paper from sustainable forests.
This publication cost 20p per copy including delivery.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Business rate changes
From 1 April 2013, the way
in which local government
is funded by central
government changes
through the introduction
of the business rates
retention scheme.

Apprenticeships:
the choice widens

In May 2012, the
Government announced
that local government
would be able to keep
50% of locally collected
business rates, called the
local share.
But this does not mean that
Three Rivers will keep 50%

of the £25m business rates
it collects. The Government
will still use the new system
to redistribute funding
to other tiers of local
government (i.e. the County
Council and the Police and
Crime Commissioner) and
from relatively well off
councils to those less able
to raise income. It will do
this by forcing the Council
to pay to it a ‘tariff’.
This means that the Three
Rivers baseline funding
for 2013/14 will be £1.743M
from business rates out

of the total £25.160M
collected.
The Council will benefit
from a proportion of any
growth in business rates in
future years. The change
follows a reduction in
government grant funding
to councils across the
country.
Businesses will see no
change in the way their
business rate bills are
calculated. The charge
for 2013/14, set by the
Government, is to increase
by 4.6%.

By Duncan Murray, Deputy Principal, West Herts College
We all know the basics of a classic apprenticeship - it is
a hands-on education, enabling the apprentice to earn a
living while learning their craft. What many people do not
know is that apprenticeships are available in a huge array
of skills and sectors of business, can be relevant to people
of all ages and offer excellent prospects for the employer
too.

EasyLet for
landlords

There are different levels of apprenticeship offering
nationally recognised qualifications from the equivalent of
five GCSEs, to three A Levels to Higher Education.

If you are a landlord in
the Three Rivers and
surrounding areas, you
may be interested in the
District Council’s new
social lettings scheme,
EasyLet. There are three
service levels offering
a package to suit all
landlords’ requirements.
www.easyletherts.co.uk
01923 776611

Apprenticeships are an opportunity for employers to train
a young person or adult to fit their company values and,
on average, the employer will see a return on investment,
through added productivity, within two years. Half of local
businesses with an apprentice have recruited another and
74% have said that apprentices are more loyal.
With courses in business support, digital media, finance,
child care and many more, as well as all of the classic
favourites, now really is the time to take on an apprentice.
01923 812350 apprenticeships@westherts.ac.uk

Landlords’ forums
The District Council holds regular Landlords’ Forums
with guest speakers to keep you up to date with current
legislation together with health and safety requirements,
plus a chance to meet with other landlords. rachael.
goates@threerivers.gov.uk 01923 776611.

Business news

Six point plan for business

The District Council has produced a new six point economic plan. Priorities are:
•

Supporting
apprenticeships.

•

Provide training and
skills. Working with
Job Centre Plus, Step
Up and other training
providers plus other
initiatives.

•

We will work with
local businesses
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to understand their
needs and provide new
employment
opportunities
including providing
inward investment,
support local 		
procurement
and hold networking
events.

•

Promote the local
economy and tourism.

•

Support regeneration
and infrastructure. We
will continue to develop
the South Oxhey
Initiative. We will also
work with local 		
agencies to enhance
our high streets.

•

We will bring together
practical information
for businesses 		
including a new
self-funded
business directory.
Business and Green
Deal Scheme
see page 9

Companies and other
organisations can
subscribe to the District
Council’s new free
e-newsletter, Business
News, to keep up to date
on changes in the law and
local initiatives. Sign up at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
A specialist Environmental
Health e-newsletter is also
available for organisations
in SW Hertfordshire.
john.scott@threerivers.gov.uk

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Council Have your say:
wards -

Council Tax on
empty homes

your say

The District Council has decided that from April, it will
start to charge Council Tax on certain empty properties.
The changes will affect a small minority of Three Rivers’
Council Tax payers across a total of 486 properties.

The Local Government
Boundary Commission
is now considering
consultation responses on
a proposal to reduce the
number of Wards in the
district to accommodate
a reduction in District
Councillors by nine to 39.

We will now charge Council Tax on a property if it is empty
because no-one is living there as well as empty properties
because they need building work to be done on them.
We will not charge Council Tax if the property is empty
because the former resident has died or if the property is
empty because the resident is in hospital, in a care home
or providing care.
A full list of the properties that will still be exempt is
available on our website.
In addition, we will no longer give a discount if the
property is someone’s second home. We want to see all the
properties in our area occupied.
Finally, if a property is empty for more than two years, we
will now charge an additional 50% Council Tax on that
property to encourage it coming back into use.
For Benefits changes from April see page 13.

How clean is your cafe?
The Local Cafe in South
Oxhey was awarded
five stars in its latest
hygiene inspection. Three
Rivers’ John Scott said:
“Congratulations to the
Local Cafe. Whether
people are eating in pubs,

cafeterias, restaurants,
schools or care homes,
food hygiene is important.
Standards have risen
significantly among
businesses since Scores on
the Doors were launched.

The Commission aims
to publish its draft
recommendations, with
each Ward expected to
have three Members, for
a new pattern of Wards
in April and it will then
consult local people
again for 12 weeks. Final
recommendations are due
to be published in October
2013 and the new electoral
arrangements would come
into effect at the Council
elections in 2014.
www.lgbce.org.uk
01923 776611
“There is a risk that
businesses are then
tempted to become
complacent and their
inspection ratings can start
to fall again. All catering
facilities need to be vigilant
and maintain the highest
standards.”
To view a full list visit
www.scoresonthedoors.org.uk

Council Tax
where your money goes

Tuesday 19 March 2013
Bedmond Village Hall, High Street, Bedmond

Abbots Langley Local Area Forum
Monday 25 June 2013
Venue TBA

Chorleywood Local Area Forum
Monday 7 October 2013 2pm
Chorleywood War Memorial Hall,
Common Road, Chorleywood

Croxley Green Local Area Forum
Wednesday 12 June 2013
Venue TBA

Rickmansworth Local Area Forum
Thursday 4 July 2013
Venue TBA

Sarratt Local Area Forum
Wednesday 11 September 2013
Sarratt Village Hall, The Green, Sarratt

Watford Rural Local Area Forum
Wednesday 26 June 2013
Watford Rural Parish Council, Oxhey Drive

Other Council meetings:
Pensioners’ Forum
Friday 28 June 2013 at Three Rivers House,
Rickmansworth 2pm – 4pm
With tea, coffee and cake. Help with transport is
available.

The Youth Council
is open to all young people aged 11 – 18 who live or go
to school in Three Rivers. Tuesday 2 July at 5:30pm at
Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth.
All meetings take place 7.30pm and at Three Rivers
House unless otherwise stated. To confirm venue and
time call 01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk on day
of meeting.

Chorleywood Chenies Ward
Parish Council by-election

Average cost per
household

Waste collection and recycling

£1.86 per week

DOWN

Leisure centres and activities

£1.66 per week

DOWN

Planning and economic development

£1.03 per week

UP

Local transportation

£1.00 per week

UP

Other services - including environmental health,
street cleaning, community safety and elections

£4.46 per week

DOWN

TOTAL REDUCTION PER HOUSEHOLD

£0.14 per week

DOWN

These are the budgeted figures for 2013/14. More information is available at www.threerivers.gov.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Abbots Langley Local Area Forum

Thursday 21 March. Visit www.threerivers.gov.uk or ring
01923 776611 for information and how to register.

County Council elections deadline for registration
The deadline to register for the County Council
elections is 17 April. County elections and certain
Parish by-elections will take place on Thursday 2 May.
There are no planned District Council elections this year.
Visit www.threerivers.gov.uk or ring 01923 776611 for
information.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

Rogue traders and
unethical sales people
Hertfordshire Trading
Standards and the Police
are advising residents to
always say no to traders
that turn up uninvited
on the doorstep. Rogue
builders and gardeners
often trick people into
paying high prices for
unnecessary or shoddy
work and give false
names and addresses. The
following advice is given:
• Only deal with callers by
appointment
• Always ask for ID and
check it very carefully –
passes and head office
numbers can be bogus
• Keep front and back
doors locked
• Fit a door bar/chain and
use it
• Do not keep large sums
of money in the home

Specials want to help your community?

• Do not buy goods or
services at the door

Special Inspector Ron McMurdie joined the Special
Constabulary in 1978. He didn’t want to join the regular
police force as he had just completed a five year
apprenticeship in Mechanical Engineering. At the time he
thought he was only signing up for a three year role but
35 years later he is still enjoying his role! As a Special
Constable he works alongside regular officers and the
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs).

• Don’t be a victim – say
NO to doorstep callers.
For the majority of
contracts made at your
home (both invited and
uninvited visits) you will be
entitled to a 7 day cooling
off period.
The trader should give
you a cancellation notice
explaining your rights, and
he must not start work
within the 7 days without
you requesting him to do
so in writing. If the trader
fails to comply then he is
breaking the law and the
contract is unenforceable
against you.
If you have been visited by
a rogue trader or you’re
aware of a vulnerable
consumer who has been

We’re

closing in

on benefit fraud

together we can

stamp it out
If you suspect someone of benefit fraud
in your area, contact us in confidence on

0800 458 9200

fraud@threerivers.gov.uk
fraud@watford.gov.uk

targeted like this, contact
the doorstep hotline on
0845 60 444 66.
To find a Trading Standards
approved trader visit
www.hertsdirect.org/trustmark
or
www.buywithconfidence.gov.
uk
or call the Citizens Advice
Consumer Service on
08454 04 05 06
Hertfordshire County
for
Council is responsible
highway maintenance
including lighting and
e
repairing potholes in th
in
roads and pavements
lt
the district. Report a fau
rg
at www.hertsdirect.o
.
or call 0300 123 4047

Ron is currently the Special Inspector in the Three Rivers
Division which covers Rickmansworth, Chorleywood,
Abbots Langley, Oxhey and Carpenders Park and he is
responsible for a small team of Special Constables who
are based at three locations within the division. He has
worked on Road Policing and Safer Neighbourhood Teams,
has been trained in Public Order and has been on mutual
aid to other police forces policing the EDL march in
Luton on two occasions and been called out to police the
UK riots. However, the core work of a Special Constable
remains responding to and working to help resolve local
issues.
Special Constables
have the same powers
and training as regular
officers. Hertfordshire
Special Constabulary
are very keen to
recruit further Special
Constables. You must
be aged at least 18,
be in general good
health and be willing
to spare at least 16
hours a month.
Three Rivers are
actively recruiting
Special Constables
now. Interested? Then check out
www.herts.police.uk/specials or call 0800 3583990

Online reporting: graffiti and
anti-social behaviour
From 1 April residents will be able to download forms from Three Rivers District Council’s
website to report incidents of graffiti and anti-social behaviour (ASB). Just look under
the Community Safety section at www.threerivers.gov.uk
The District Council aims to remove all graffiti within two working days but offensive or
racist graffiti should be removed within one working day of receiving a report.
ASB covers a wide range of problems including rowdy or inconsiderate behaviour,
nuisance neighbours, noise complaints, fly tipping, abandoned vehicles, dog fouling and
drug paraphernalia. Please consider whether the ASB is a one off incident or an ongoing
problem which needs to be investigated and addressed. Residents may be asked to
complete diary sheets to evidence ongoing problems.
Criminal behaviour should be reported to the Police on their non-emergency 101 number
or 999 in emergencies.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

Register your valuables with
Immobilise.com for FREE!
If your phone, bike, computer or any other
registered item is lost or stolen, use Immobilise to
instantly tell Police, insurers, and the second-hand
trade. These actions help greatly in the recovery of
your property and capture of thieves.
It does not cost anything, and takes a minimal
amount of time to register.
Visit www.immobilise.com for more detail and to
start your registration today!

Don’t suffer
in silence
If you have information
but feel you cannot go to
the Police, did you know
that you can pass on
information about crime
and criminals anonymously
to Crimestoppers?
You will not be asked to
give your name, address or
contact details.
You will not need to make a
statement or give evidence
in court.

Payback time
Thrive Homes gardens at Muirfield Road.
Community Payback is a tough and visible consequence
for people who have committed a crime. Offenders can
be sentenced by the courts to carry out up to 300 hours
unpaid work for the community and in Hertfordshire, more
than 100,000 hours of Community Payback are completed
every year by offenders on a community sentence.
This is roughly £500,000 of free labour (based on
minimum wage) provided to local communities, as
offenders pay back for the crimes they have committed.
Recent local projects have included conservation work
at Leavesden Country Park and garden maintenance for
Thrive Homes. Nominate a community project at
www.hertfordshireprobation.gov.uk 01923 240144

You can be assured
that your call will not be
recorded or your online
reporting form will never be
traced.
Your call is important.
Your call may add additional
information that can be
used to solve existing
investigations, or it may be
entirely new information
that will enable the Police
or other agency to tackle
crimes that they may
otherwise be unaware of.

Commissioner’s plan
David Lloyd (pictured right) was elected in November 2012
for a three-and-a-half year term as Hertfordshire’s first
Police and Crime Commissioner.
His role is to hold Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Chief
Constable to account for the way the local police force is
run. He sets the policing budget and Council Tax precept,
and publishes a five-year Police and Crime Plan which sets
the blueprint for policing priorities for Hertfordshire.
This year’s Plan builds on the Constabulary’s success to
date in cutting crime and bringing criminals to justice – it
focuses on how to ensure that offenders pay fairly for the
harm they cause, to involve communities more in keeping
themselves safe and to bring business sense to policing.
The Commissioner also works with partner agencies,
including councils, to prevent crime and ensure that the
criminal justice system works well.
www.hertscommissioner.org On Twitter @HertsPCC

www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Latest crime figures for Three Rivers
Crime

1 April - 31 Dec 2011/12

1 April - 31 Dec 2012/13

Change?

All crime

2,548

2,076

Down 18%

Vehicle crime

389

279

Down 28%

Criminal damage

439

356

Down 19%

Violent crime

392

381

Down 3%

Burglary (domestic)

205

168

Down 18%

Theft of pedal cycle

67

46

Down 31%

THREE RIVERS IS
EST
ONE OF THE SAF
AND
PLACES IN ENGL
www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Source: IQUANTA. All figures from
Hertfordshire Contabulary.

Young people
will Box Cleva
The Three Rivers Community Safety Partnership is funding
a special youth initiative at South Oxhey Boxing Club after
an innovative scheme won a national Fire and Rescue
award.
Box Cleva is a non-contact boxing initiative which aims
to reduce anti-social behaviour through engaging young
people in structured, positive activity that keeps them
off the streets and instils self-discipline and respect for
themselves and others.
The initiative was set up by a Hertfordshire Fire and
Rescue Watch Commander, Bob Williams, and has already
been successful in other parts of the county. Bob is a
licensed boxing referee and former professional boxer.
South Oxhey Boxing Club 07870 700 141.
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SUSTAINABILITY

On the wild side

By the book-book
Chicken keeping has almost doubled in Britain in the last
few years. On paper, it makes financial sense in tough
economic times – a box of six Tesco value eggs cost £1.09p
with higher prices for organic and free range. Here are
some tips to help make sure you don’t get in a flap.
DO work out the cost of building a hen house, feed,
chickens etc plus your time and make sure you can make a
real saving.
DO think about the size of your garden - hen houses can
take up quite a bit of room.
DO speak to your neighbours and tell them what you
are planning to do, how many hens you plan to keep and
where.

This spring, volunteers
will continue to lead
the popular health
walks organised by the
Countryside Management
Service. The free walks aim
to provide healthy exercise
for all ages and take place
in Mill End, Chorleywood,
Croxley Green and
Rickmansworth.
www.hertslink.org/cms
01462 459395
Maps of walks across
Hertfordshire and
throughout England area
available from
www.walkinginherts.co.uk

Conservation volunteering. Many of the open spaces
in the district need volunteers at this time of year to
help clear grounds, plant trees and generally have a
good spring clean! If you would like to spend some
time outdoors with like minded people, this is a great
opportunity. For details see www.threerivers.gov.uk 01923
776611. More opportunities at www.volunteeringherts.org

Water, water,
everywhere?
Even in normal times there is less water available in our
area per person than in many Mediterranean countries,
because of the relatively low rainfall and the density of
population. On top of this water use in Three Rivers is
above the national average. For tips on saving water and
money see www.ourclimateischanging.com 01923 776611.

Compost
giveaway

DO build the hen house in a place where it won’t annoy
your neighbours.
DON’T keep a cockerel. Save your money - you don’t
need a cockerel to get eggs. Cockerels can also cause a
Statutory Noise Nuisance and a Noise Abatement Notice if
the neighbours complain.

There will be another District
Council compost giveaway
during National Compost
Week at the Aquadrome on
Wednesday 8 May. Sign up for
the Environment News enewsletter or check the website
www.threerivers.gov.uk for
details 01923 776611.

DO get your landlord’s permission if you are a tenant.
DO take measures to deter foxes and other vermin.
DO think about how you will dispose of chicken droppings
and deal with soiled ground. Let your neighbours know
if you are going to burn the droppings as they will be
affected by the smoke and the smell.
DO buy healthy chickens. Hens in lay have bright red
combs. Hens should look alert and be reasonably active
most of the time OR consider buying ex-battery hens –
there are many needing new homes.
DO make sure a friend or neighbour is looking after your
chickens when you are away.
DO notify Trading Standards Animal Health. They like to
have knowledge of hen keepers in case of outbreak of
disease such as avian flu. And if you keep over 50 poultry
then you must register on the DEFRA Poultry Register.
Lots more advice online!
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Green
Deal
launched

Green Deal, the Government’s new scheme for improving
energy efficiency and reducing energy bills, is now live.
The Green Deal removes the need for householders and
businesses to pay upfront for energy efficiency measures
such as insulation or new heating systems.

Local
produce

The Council’s list of local
food producers and
markets has just been
updated and is available at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
or ring for a list or for
your business to be added
01923 776611.

The Deal means that the cost of measures are covered by
the savings on their energy bills.

Steps to a green deal
1

Ascend recently received grants from Thrive Homes and
from Affinity Water UK Ltd to provide water to the furthest
reaches of their allotment site. The charity will also be
installing a 750 litre rainwater collector.

Green Deal Assessment – an approved Green
Deal Assessor will come to your home or business

2 Recommendations – the Assessor will set out the 		
measures which are appropriate for your property to 		
improve its energy efficiency and save you money
3 Golden Rule - for a measure to be paid for under Green
Deal it needs to meet the Golden Rule that the 			
expected financial savings must be equal to or greater
than the costs attached to the energy bill. So the bill
payer will pay no more but will benefit from a more 		
energy efficient home
4 Choose a Green Deal Provider – sign your green
deal plan
5 Installation - by approved installer arranged by your
Green Deal Provider
6 Pay off the money by instalments on your electricity bill
There are 45 different types of improvements currently
available under the Green Deal, helping people warm up
their homes and pay for some or all of the improvements
over time through their electricity bill.
If you are a tenant then you will need to seek the approval
of your landlord before taking out a Green Deal and your
landlord will need to seek your approval if they wanted to
use Green Deal to improve your home.
In addition, there will be a new energy company obligation
or ‘ECO’ which will focus on those households who cannot
achieve significant energy savings without support
including vulnerable and low-income households and those
living in harder to treat properties, such as solid walled
properties.
Those who take up Green Deal early could also qualify
for hundreds of pounds from the Green Deal Cashback
Scheme. The more work households decide to have done,
the more cash they could receive and packages could be
worth over £1,000. www.ourclimateischanging.com

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

A lot of
allotments in
South Oxhey
Over the past two years the District Council has also been
reviving three allotment sites in South Oxhey. First was
Ashford Green, followed by Markeston Green. The final site
is Birstall Green which should open later in 2013. Local
people have rallied to help clear the sites and prepare the
plots.

Boundary Way insulation project
A project has brought
together Three Rivers
District Council, Watford
Borough Council, Watford
Community Housing Trust
and National Energy Action
to externally insulate
homes on Boundary Way.
The partnership has been
awarded funding to help
reduce fuel poverty and
boost energy efficiency by
the Department of Energy
and Climate Change (DECC)
towards the first phase of
external insulation works to
around 100 homes.

The Boundary Way estate
has a unique construction
and is complicated by the
mixed home ownership
between the Trust,
privately owned homes and
the fact that the estate is
split across two council
areas. The project aims to
reduce fuel poverty in the
area by reducing the costs
needed to keep the homes
warm.

220 tonnes per year. The
project will mark the
largest visual change
to the estate since its
construction in the 1970s.
The first phase of work
started in February and is
due to be completed by the
summer.
An example of external
wall insulation

The project also aims
to help regenerate the
estate as well as reducing
carbon emissions by over
Chairman Cllr Kemal Butt
with 9 Lives Furniture
Manager, Marie Frost and
members of the newly
launched Strictly Come
Crafting club. The group
meets on Monday evenings
7pm-9pm. 25 Wharf
Lane, Rickmansworth.
www.9livesfurniture.org.uk
01923 718 666

Page 9

THREE RIVERS TIMES SPRING 2013

YOUTH

St John Ambulance
The Rickmansworth & Chorleywood district group
provides a fabulous local service to the community. The
cadets attend many national sporting events like the
London Marathon and also provide first aid cover for local
productions at Watersmeet. All this and they provide
a skill for life that could save a life! There are regular
competitions, awards and field trips. See opposite for
contact details.

Our kids
“We are lucky to have so many energetic, lively young
people in our community. But, as ever, the relationship
between different generations remains sensitive.
“A local teenager said recently: ‘People should pay more
attention to us, we are the future.’ An elderly gentleman
complained: ‘They are so annoying’. Both are correct.
Councils and communities have a crucial role in harnessing
the energy, the interest, the potential of young people.
“It is far better to provide leisure facilities than pay to
punish anti-social behaviour. That is why Three Rivers
District Council provides free swimming, and gym,
supports various organisations and provides services and
would like to do more to build a relationship of trust and
confidence and help young people to get ready to meet
the challenges they face.
“Here are just some of the activities and clubs for young
people in the area.”

Duke of Edinburgh
Did you know that there are many other centres, other
than schools, in the district where you join up and
complete your D of E awards? All youth centres run by
Youth Connexions will always consider setting up a group
if there are enough of you. See opposite for contact
details.

Council Youth Champion and Leader, Ann Shaw

The
National
Citizen
Service (NCS)

The 2013 programme
in Rickmansworth, Ab
bots
Langley and South Ox
hey. It’s an exciting
opportunity for young
people in Years 11 and
12
who are up for a chall
enge for four weeks ov
er the
summer (July and Au
gust). It could be one
of the
most rewarding experie
nces of your life, helpi
ng you
to develop important
skills and qualities value
d by
colleges, universities an
d
employers. Youth Conn
exions
Hertfordshire, 01992 55
5609
www.youthconnexions.o
rg
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Three Rivers
Youth Council
The Youth Council meets once a term. Anyone who is aged
11-19 and lives or goes to school in the Three Rivers district
is welcome to come along, meet new people and have
some fun. Refreshments are provided. The Youth Council
has a £1000 grant to allocate to local charities and good
causes. The meetings are chaired by young people. See
opposite for contact details or visit www.threerivers.gov.uk

activities...
Abbots Langley Youth
Project
The Community Centre,
Manor House Grounds,
Abbots Langley WD5 0DD
Age Range: 13-19, up to
25 if you have a learning
difficulty or a disability
50p
Every Thursday during
term time, 6.30pm-9pm.
Drop-in/no booking needed
www.channelmogo.org
www.youthconnexionshertfordshire.org
Contact:
Pauline Butcher,
01442 454060
pauline.butcher@
hertfordshire.gov.uk
Leavesden Green
Youth Club
Leavesden Green
Community Centre,
Clarke Way, Watford
WD25 0BW
11-17 year olds only
Closed for renovation.
Call 01442 454060 for
details of nearest centre.
Mill End Youth Project
Mill End Community
Centre, Mill End
Wheelchair accessible
with assistance.
Mill End Community
Centre, Church Lane, Mill
End WD3 8HD
Age Range: 13-19, up to
25 if you have a disability
or learning difficulty
Cost: Free
Every Saturday night,
6:30pm - 9:00pm.
Drop-in/no booking needed
www.channelmogo.org
www.youthconnexionshertfordshire.org
Contact: Pauline Butcher,
01442 454060 pauline.
butcher@hertfordshire.
gov.uk
Youth Action Group
South Oxhey Youth
Centre
South Oxhey Youth
Centre, Gosforth Lane,
Watford WD19 7AX
Age Range: 13-19, up to
25 if you have a learning
difficulty or a disability
Cost: Free

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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...in and around Three Rivers
Every Wednesday, 6-9pm
Drop-in/no booking needed
www.mogozout.org/
Activity/Details/SouthOxhey-Youth-Project
Contact: Kips Green 01442
454060 kips.green@
hertfordshire.gov.uk
West Hyde and
Maple Cross Youth
Project, Maple Cross,
Rickmansworth
Fully wheelchair
accessible.
Old Uxbridge Road, Maple
Cross, Rickmansworth
WD3 9XL
Age Range: 13-19, up to
25 if you have a learning
difficulty or a disability
Cost: Free
Every Monday and
Tuesday 6pm-9pm
Drop-in/no booking needed
www.channelmogo.org
www.youthconnexionshertfordshire.org
Contact: Pauline Butcher
01442 454060 pauline.
butcher@hertfordshire.
gov.uk
Three Rivers Youth
Forum and Duke of
Edinburgh Project,
Rickmansworth
Rickmansworth Youth
Centre, Northway,
Rickmansworth WD3 1EH
Age Range: 13-19, up to
25 if you have a learning
difficulty or a disability
Cost: 50p
Every Monday 6pm-9pm.
Drop-in/no booking needed
www.channelmogo.org
www.youthconnexionshertfordshire.org
Contact: Pauline Butcher
01442 454060 pauline.
butcher@hertfordshire.
gov.uk
Sarratt Youth Club,
Sarratt Village Hall, The
Green, Sarratt, WD3 6AS
Age Range: 13-19
Mondays 6.30pm-9pm.
Cost: Free
Duke of Edinburgh
instruction given

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

Term time only 01923
265881
Rickmansworth Gateway
Club
The Shepherd Centre,
Middleton Road, Mill End,
Watford WD3 8JF
Age Range: 14+ years
£2 subscription
Rickmansworth Gateway
Club organises sessions,
outings and other activities
to provide social and
recreational facilities for
young adults and adults
with learning disabilities
in the local area. www.
facebook.com/rickygateway
Rickmansworth Gateway
Club 07796 264839
rickmansworthgateway@
hotmail.com
Three Rivers Volunteer
Police Cadets (TRVPC),
Rickmansworth
Based at St Clement
Danes School, Chanies
Road, Chorleywood,
Rickmansworth, WD3 6EW
and meet fortnightly on a
Tuesday.
If you are interested in
joining, please contact
either Sue Desmond on
07837 565684 or susan.
desmond@herts.pnn.police.
uk or PC Paul Knowles on
01923 472261 or
paul.knowles@herts.pnn.
police.uk.
Age Range: 13-18yrs
Cost: £3. A uniform is
provided once you have
signed up
Booking always needed
Rickmansworth and
Watford Sea Cadet Unit,
Rickmansworth
TS Renown, Rickmansworth
& Watford Sea Cadets,
Cassio Bridge, Watford
Road, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth WD3 3DG
Cost: £10 per month
Age Range: Sea Cadets
(13-18s) - 7:15 to 9:45pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Junior Sea Cadets (10-12s) 7.15pm to 9pm Thursdays
www.sea-cadets.org/
rickmansworth/,

Rickmansworth & Watford
Sea Cadet Unit
01923 243771 cadets.
tsrenown@btinternet.com
St John’s Ambulance
Cadets in Rickmansworth
and Chorleywood
Cadets can also undertake
the Duke of Edinburgh
Award scheme within St
John Ambulance.
St John Building, Berry
Lane, Rickmansworth, WD3
7HB
Age Range: 10-18 years
Cost: £20 per term
Wednesday (Term time
only) 6pm-8pm
www.sja.org.uk
General 01923 897934,
Meeting Headquarters
01923 896802
Air Cadets
Active outdoor activities
including
Camping, shooting &
gliding etc. Affiliated to
RAF Training Command
Part of Air Training
www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets/
1280 (Rickmansworth)
Squadron
ATC HQ
Berry Lane, Mill End,
Rickmansworth. (no post).
Parade nights: Monday &
Thursday
Parade times: 7pm- 9.30pm
Flt Lt Dylan FosterEdwards.
07867 824778
2384 (Bushey & Oxhey)
Squadron,
Air Training Corps,
Gosforth Lane, South
Oxhey, WD19 7BU
Parade nights: Tuesday &
Thursday
Parade times: 7pm- 9.30pm
0208 428 9658 (answered
on parade evenings)

Recording studios
The Centre in South Oxhey has a fully equipped recording
studio and practice suite.
020 8428 4954 www.hertsmereleisure.co.uk
The County Music and Media Studios at Youthpoint,
Lower High Street, Watford has four interconnecting, fully
equipped, state of the art studios for music, film making,
animation or photography.
01923 482828 www.mogozout.org

Volunteering
The radio station offers
opportunities for
volunteers aged 18 – 25 in
not only presenting but in
all aspects of running of
the radio station.
Anyone interested?
Visit our website
www.vibe1076.co.uk

Visit these websites for
inspiration - there is
something for everyone!
There have been
opportunities in retail,
helpers for a music festival,
crewing on narrowboats
and working in a visitor
information centre.
www.vinspired.com
www.mogozout.org
www.rwt.org.uk

For full listings for
this and commercial
provisions too visit
www.threerivers.gov.u

k
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Rickmansworth
Food Bank
The Mill End Community Trust, a faith-based charity, has
responded to the needs of vulnerable people by starting a
food bank.

South Oxhey precinct latest
Three Rivers has a strong economy with low unemployment. But we are not
complacent. Neither businesses nor Councils should avoid the fact that high streets
are being battered by the winds of change. As TV shopping guru, Mary Portas, has
argued, the town centres that will flourish in the future will be those that adapt and
modernise to meet the changing needs of their communities. Times are tough for
shops, but there will be exciting changes in South Oxhey.
The precinct

South Oxhey
Initiative

We have launched an expanded bidding process to include more potential developer
partners. We will be discussing with them the modernisation of the precinct. We are
not dictating the exact size and detail of what potential partners might come up
with but it must have a good range of both large and small shops. We want to see
innovative ideas for a modern centre that is best equipped to fight back against the
pressures on our high streets.
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Thrive tenants

Individuals are usually referred to the service from a
number of different organisations including churches,
the CAB, Thrive Homes, the NHS and Children’s Centres.
Individuals can be given a voucher for food to collect from
the Methodist Church in Berry Lane (Tuesdays 2pm – 4pm)
St Thomas Church, West Hyde (Mondays 2pm – 4pm) and
CAB Rickmansworth (Fridays 1pm -3pm).
People can receive three days’ worth of food on no more
than three occasions.
Most of the food provided is from collections held at
Waitrose in Rickmansworth. A significant amount of food
has also been donated by local churches and community
venues.
07716 856892 www.rickmansworth.foodbank.org.uk
Citizens Advice Bureau 0844 2451296.

Travel to health
services
The Hertfordshire Travellink service provides transport
information and makes travel bookings for patients
with appointments in the county’s health service.
Operated by Hertfordshire County Council and funded
by the Hertfordshire Health Trusts, Travellink works to
assist residents by ‘making it easy to get to their health
appointments’.

Tenants living above the shops are a very important part
of the South Oxhey development plans. Many want to
continue to live in South Oxhey and the District Council can
now advise tenants that potential building sites have been
identified for new homes close by. These tenants will be
able to continue to live in South Oxhey when development
begins. Tenants are advised to contact Thrive Homes for
information about their tenancies.

The Travellink Centre can help you if you are:

What’s next?

• Requiring advice about alternative ways of getting to
health facilities including public transport information
and advice about local voluntary transport services.

We will be considering the proposals from potential
developer partners in late spring with detailed public
consultation later in 2013 (subject to developer and
approval of draft plan).
Watford Rural Local Area Forum will be on Wednesday
26 June. See p5 for details. See www.threerivers.gov.uk
for South Oxhey news, Steering Committee meetings,
the full project timeline and to subscribe to the South
Oxhey e-newsletter.

• An NHS patient requesting a non-emergency
ambulance to a Hertfordshire health facility (including
independent providers treating patients for the NHS).
• A Hertfordshire registered patient requesting a
non-emergency ambulance to a hospital outside of the
county.

For journeys to hospitals outside
the county, they will take
patient
details and forward the
request to the appropriate
hospital transport desk.
TRAVELLINK
01438 737505

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Important information
about Benefit changes
Council Tax Benefit
is changing from
April.

Main changes
1 If you have more than
£8,000 in savings, bank
accounts, shares etc
then we will not be able
to pay you anything
towards your Council
Tax.

The Government has
reduced the amount
of money for Council
Tax support by 10%. If
you are already getting
Council Tax Benefit you
do not need to re-apply
for the new Council Tax
support.

2 The maximum Benefit
will be limited to a
Band D property. If you
are living in a property
in Band E, F, G or H, the
most we will pay 		
you will be the amount
that you would get if
you lived in a Band D
property.

Pensioners who receive
Council Tax Benefit
should not be affected by
the changes.
95% of households who
currently receive Council
Tax Benefit will not be
affected by the changes.
Benefits cap

The ‘bedroom tax’

Later this year the overall
amount of Benefit you
can receive will be capped
by the Government. The
maximum amount of
Benefit allowed will be
£500 per week for single
parents, £500 per week
for couples with or without
children and £350 for
single people without
children.

If you claim Housing
Benefit to help pay your
rent you may be affected
by changes from April
if you live in a housing
association home (such as
Thrive Homes). If you have
more bedrooms than the
Government says you need,
you will lose part of your
Housing Benefit.

This cap will not apply if
you get Pension Credit,
or Working Tax Credit,
Disability Living Allowance,
Attendance Allowance,
Industrial Injuries Benefit
or the support element
of Employment Support
Allowance.

Pensioners above
retirement age will not be
affected.
If you have one spare
bedroom your Housing
Benefit will be cut by 14%.
If you have two spare
bedrooms your Housing
Benefit will be cut by 25%
Under Housing Benefit
rules from April, adult

3 An increase in non-		
dependant deductions.
A non-dependent 		
is someone such as a
grown up son or 		
daughter who lives with
you. The greater their
income, the higher the
deduction to the amount
of support you will get.
We will not make a
deduction in every
case - for example if
you are disabled and
need someone to help
you, we will not make a
deduction.

Universal credit
The Government is
introducing Universal
Credit from October 2013.
This means that your
Benefits will be paid to you
monthly into your bank
account. This will include
Housing Benefit for you
to pay to your landlord. It
will not include Council Tax
support.

Citizens Advice Bureau in Three Rivers 0844 245 1296 www.threeriverscab.org.uk
Council Tax enquiries 01923 776611 www.threerivers.gov.uk
National Debtline Freephone 0808 808 4000 www.nationaldebtline.co.uk

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

By Joanna Carson, Clitheroe Club Manager
The new Clitheroe pensioners’ club is behind South
Oxhey’s Methodist Church and will look at hosting
pensioners’ activities again by the end of April. Roofing
has been placed on the new Clitheroe pensioners’ club and
the internal fittings are now being installed.
The Club will also look to organize other events and
activities outside these hours, or during the day to other
groups within the community.
The Club members are currently meeting at the Watford
Rural Parish Hall, and we would like to convey our thanks
to the Parish for the warm welcome and reception - we will
miss you when the Club moves back into its new premises.

couples are allocated one
bedroom. Two children of
the same sex under the age
of 16 are expected to share
a bedroom. Children of
both sexes under the age
of 10 are expected to share
a bedroom. A carer who
does not normally live with
you and needs to provide
overnight care will also
be entitled to their own
bedroom .

Help and information

Calls are treated in confidence.

Springtime for club

Volunteers at Croxley Green’s All Saints Church prepare
a Sunday community lunch. The church’s new kitchen was
installed with help from a grant from Three Rivers District
Council. www.croxleygreenallsaints.org

Are you associated?
ant
Having received a gr
cil,
from the District Coun
t
Roundabout Transpor
y
bu
have been able to
the
another minibus for
.
ity
un
m
use of the com
ow
If their bookings all
local
they will also hire to
businesses.
t
Roundabout Transpor
fit
is a not-for-pro
organisation.
.com
www.roundabouttransport
01923 711139.

An up-to-date list of
Residents Associations has
just been published at
www.threerivers.gov.uk
Informal advice on setting
up an Association may be
available from neighbouring
groups or you can ring the
District Council 01923 776611.
Residents Associations are
independent and are not run
or funded by the Council.
Printed lists are also available
from this number.
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School
of cheer
your passport to sport
StrikeOut is a new initiative offered by Three Rivers
District Council to every primary school in the district
to try a variety of sports including Handball, Athletics,
Volleyball, Archery, Boxing or Basketball.
All schools have now been given the opportunity to take
part and choose two sports which will be delivered over a
four week period, outside of curriculum time, for years 3-6
at no cost to pupils.

Oxhey Woods
Sculpture Trail

Come down to the woods. . . It’s full of surprises

By taking part in the programme each young person
receives a passport which is stamped after each session
attended and after completing the four sessions they are
rewarded with a StrikeOut pin badge for that sport. We are
delighted that London 2012 Olympic Gold Medal winner
Anthony Joshua has lent his support to the project and
a message from Anthony appears on the inside of the
passport.
The four weeks coaching,
passports and pin badges are
offered completely free to the
school and are funded by
Three Rivers District Council.

l
l
a
b
d
n
a
H

Six schools from across the
area came to compete at
Woodside Leisure Centre in
a cheerleading competition
after completing eight
weeks of Sportivate
coaching from the
Saracens School of Dance.
All the teams put together
routines consisting
of stunting, tumbling
and dance. For more
information about the
Schools of Cheer visit
www.saracens.com.
Sportivate is a national
programme funded by
Sport England aimed at
getting more 14-25 year
olds playing sport. Local
sports clubs and groups
can apply for funding.
For more details visit
www.threeriverssport.com/
sportivate

Oxhey Woods Sculpture Trail is a hidden gem that has to
be seen to be believed. Take the 1km circular route and
see all the hidden surprises that are waiting for you in the
woods.
www.facebook.com/OxheyWoodsSculptureTrail
Oxhey Woods Sculpture Trail, The Woods, Northwood
HA6 3FX

Skate this Easter
Supervised skate and BMX
sessions are being held at
specific times throughout
the holiday at Croxley Skate
Park, Baldwins Lane, WD3
3LE. The park offers a mini
half pipe, flat banks, quarter
pipes, fun box, spine, half
pyramid, jump box, grind
blocks and rails.
Users must sign in and
provide an emergency
contact number. Loyalty
wristbands can be issued on
completion of a registration
form. For information, times
and a registration form
call 01923 776611
www.iskateforfun.co.uk
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The Rickmansworth
Aquadrome Mile in
aid of Sport Relief was
held at Rickmansworth
Aquadrome in March 2012
and raised a grand total of
£10,442.94!
A big thank you to all
those that took part and
supported this event.

To order your free copy call
01923 776611 or visit www. threerivers.gov.uk

The next Mile
in aid of
Sport Relief
will take
place in
March 2014.

Contact us on 01923 77661 1
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Mill End ‘Youthy’
artwork unveiling
Chairman of Three Rivers District Council, Cllr
Kemal Butt, has officially unveiled a new piece of
artwork celebrating 10 years of the Mill End Youth
Club. The work was commissioned by the Council,
and produced by local artist Keeley Adcock, with
support from a number of the young people in
regular attendance at the Friday evening club.
The artwork can be found in the reception area
of William Penn Leisure Centre, Rickmansworth,
where the youth club is based.
The youth club provides opportunities for
young people aged 8+ to take part in a variety of sport and leisure
activities. It operates every Friday from 6pm to 7.30pm at William
Penn Leisure Centre, Shepherds Lane, Mill End, Rickmansworth.
There is no need to book a place, just turn up ready to have some
fun! Cost is 50p per session.

Play Rangers

The Glorious Cross
The current exhibition
within Watersmeet will
be running until 13 March
and is certainly worth
a visit before it closes.
The exhibition features
the unique work of Jason
Lock. Jason is a selftaught photographer from
Chorleywood.

Free outdoor play sessions
for 5 - 16 year olds running
throughout the Easter
holidays at 11 locations
across the district with
new sites in Chorleywood
and Rickmansworth.
For the full programme
visit
www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk
or call 01923 776611

Areas of natural beauty,
through your eyes only
An exciting new photography
course will be available
throughout the coming
months using areas of
natural beauty in the district
as your backdrop. The group
will be led by professional
photographer, Richard Lee
(www.richardleephotography.
org) who will point out photo
opportunities and the best
techniques to use to capture
a wide range of nature.
For full course details call
Melanie Boda on 01923
776611

www.t h re e r i ve rs.g ov.u k

For more information visit
www.thegloriouscross.co.uk

This striking exhibition of
70 photographs presents
abstract images of both the
urban and natural world
around us. Upon closer
inspection the images all
subtly depict the Cross and
correlate with scriptures
from the Bible.

1
17/01/2013 16:01

For more information on
the sports available at this
year’s Herts Youth Games
call Ryan Watson on
01923 776611 or visit
www. threeriverssport.com
inclusive nightclub for one
night only.

Free Swim & Gym
Free swim will continue
in its current format
for Three Rivers
residents who are over
60. Residents who are
under 19 will be able
to swim and gym for
free at specified times
throughout the Easter
and summer holidays.
For more information of
times and venues visit
www.threerivers.gov.uk

HYgames adver.indd

A group of talented young
adults with additional
needs have been working
hard to produce a musical
extravaganza. They will
then have the opportunity
to record and perform live
on stage at Watersmeet
on 6 June when the venue
will be transformed into an

For full details, please
contact Melanie Boda on
01923 776611
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What’s on . . .
Watersmeet
High Street,
Rickmansworth
WD3 1EH

Friends of Watersmee
t
presents: Quiz Night
Friday 19 April
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm
Tickets: £10
To book call
01923 446728

Harrow Light Opera
Company presents:
Sweet Charity
Tuesday 23- Saturday
27 April
Time: 7.30pm evening
s,
2.30pm Saturday
matinee
Tickets: £16 adults, £1
5
concessions, £14 grou
ps
15+
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.u
k

Ballet Theatre UK
presents:
Alice in Wonderland
Friday 21 June
Time: 7.30pm
Tickets: £19.50 adults,
£17 senior citizens,
£12 children under 12
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Vienna Festival Ballet
presents:
The Sleeping Beauty
Friday 5 April
Time: 7.30pm
Tickets: £21.50 adults,
£10 ballet schools,
£17.50 groups of 15+,
£17.50 seniors,
£12 children under 12
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Sharpe Academy
presents: Jekyll &
Hyde the musical
Thursday 4 - Sunday
7 July
Time: Thu 4 & Fri 5 July
– 7.30pm, Sat 6 July –
2.30pm & 7.30pm
Sun 7 July – 1.30pm &
5pm
Tickets: : £15 adults,
£12 concessions
(children under 16,
seniors & students),
£10 groups (15+, can be
booked across different
performances, but must
be booked at the same
time), family ticket (2
adults + 2 concessions)
£50
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.uk

Friends of Watersmeet
Film Society present:
Hotel Transylvania, 4 April
(Cert U) 91 mins - Easter film 2pm only
Dracula, who operates a high-end resort
away from the human world, goes into
overprotective mode when a boy discovers
the resort and falls for the count’s teenaged
daughter.
Tickets £3.50 adults, £2.50 children
Les Misérables, 18 April
(Cert 12A) 157 mins
In 19th-century France, Jean Valjean, who
for decades has been hunted by the ruthless
policeman Javert after he breaks parole,
agrees to care for factory worker Fantine’s
daughter, Cosette. The fateful decision
changes their lives forever.
Argo, 16 May
(Cert 15) 120 mins
A dramatization of the 1980 joint CIACanadian secret operation to extract six
fugitive American diplomatic personnel out
of revolutionary Iran.
To book tickets call the Box Office on 01923 711063
Tickets: Members £3, Concessions £1.50 for matinee
or £2 for evening. Non-members £5, Concessions £3 for
matinee or £4 for evening.
Times: Matinee at 2pm, evenings at 7.45pm. Tea and cakes
for £1 are served at matinee performances. Evening bar
opens at 6.30pm.

Watersmeet, High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1EH
Rickmansworth Fest
ival
Saturday 18 and Sund
ay 19 May
The Rickmansworth Fe
stival takes
place on the third week
end of
May every year and ce
lebrates
canals, the community
and the
environment. Now celeb
rating
its 20th year, it’s the fin
ale to
Rickmansworth Week
.
Want to have a stall
at the
Festival? With 25,000
visitors it’s
great for businesses an
d charities,
musicians, dancers an
d other
performers visit www.
rwt.org.uk

Fun at Leavesden Country Park

Jethro
Fruity Cornish humour
Thursday 25 July
Time: 7.30pm
Tickets: £21.50 adults
01923 711063
www.watersmeet.co.u
k
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Batchworth lock
activities
See what’s going on in
and around Batchworth
Lock. www.rwt.org.uk

Saturday 23 March. Wildlife walk 2pm – 3.30pm.
Saturday 20 April. Bat walk 8.30pm – 10pm.
Saturday 27 April. Dawn Chorus walk 5am – 7.30am.
Saturday 29 June. Butterfly walk 2pm – 3.30pm.
Fun at the Aquadrome
Saturday 4 May. Bat and moth walk at the Aquadrome 8.30pm –
10.30pm. 01462 459395
Saturday 22 June. Wildlife walk at the Aquadrome 2pm – 3.30pm.
Full details at www.threerivers.gov.uk
or call the park ranger 07824 33 55 19

Contact us on 01923 77661 1

