4.50

Ruardene Cottages are split level because they are built into a steep bank and instead of
fronting onto the Common, they face the side of Hillview Cottages. They are similar in style to
Hillview Cottages with one window on each level and a side door. However, modern window
and door replacements do not reflect the symmetry of the elevation.

4.51

Looking up to the Common from within Chorleywood Bottom, there is a row of Listed
buildings emphasising the vernacular and timber-framing tradition of the buildings around the
Common. Nos. 4, 5, 6 and 7 Chorleywood Bottom are four Grade II Listed brick and flinted
houses with early 17th century timber-framed core. Although numbers 4 and 5 now form one
residential unit. The flint and brick of the three cottages reflects the boundary walls of
Chorleywood House, Christ Church Graveyard and can be seen repeatedly elsewhere
throughout the area.
4.52

The neighbouring houses either side of
Nos. 4 to 7 Chorleywood Bottom are also
small scale and faced with red bricks.
Some continue the line of the three
cottages as a terrace or are set apart as a
small group of modern detached houses or
semi-detached houses and bungalows.

Nos. 4, 5, 6 and 7 Chorleywood Bottom

4.53

The boundary of the Conservation Area includes 1920’s houses with fake timbering and bay
windows on the edge of Lower Road and half of North Road. North Road contains a mixture
of small terrace and semi-detached houses with plain rendered or brick elevations, ground
floor bay windows and simple large pane sash windows.

4.54

Just outside the boundary of the Conservation Area in Chorleywood Bottom there is The
Retreat, a late 15th century Grade II Listed house.

Character Zone D
4.55

Character Zone D (see Appendix 6) forms the western part of the Conservation Area,
extending down to the south west corner of the Conservation Area covering the built and
natural features along Station Approach and Common Road. Station Approach is located
along the Conservation Area boundary. The properties along Station Approach vary greatly
in architectural design and back land development has resulted in significant increase in the
built form within this section of the Conservation Area. Common Road splinters off from
Station Approach at the lower end of the Common. It runs north-south along the edge of the
Common and has a variety of buildings along its borders. There are three Grade II Listed
buildings situated within this character zone, consisting of:
•
Berkley House
•
The Old Cottage
•
Pond Cottage
In addition there are currently two Locally Listed building, as follows:
•
The Cottage
•
The Rose and Crown Public House
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4.56

Station Approach travels south-west parallel to the Metropolitan Railway line of the 1880’s. At
the junction of Station Approach and Common Road there is a bare grassed triangular strip of
land used as a traffic island.

4.57

The railway is a feature of the Conservation Area which should be mentioned in relation to
the character and appearance of the area. The noise of trains passing through Chorleywood
Station can be frequently heard from Chorleywood Bottom, Dog Kennel Lane and Berry Lane
and is a reminder of its significance in Chorleywood’s history.

Views of Chorleywood Station

4.58

Chorleywood Station itself is not included within the Conservation Area with the border
running around it. The station is single storey and of small scale. It has an architectural style
surviving from the 1880’s when the Metropolitan Railway was built. The signal box alongside
the railway track, the mini-cab office (originally the old Coal Office), are also examples of this
style as are the main station platforms and the red brick single-storey administration buildings

4.59
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The buildings around the station would
originally have been erected in response
to the extension of the Metropolitan Line
and the Station being built. These
buildings originally included The Sports
Man Hotel, however, there has been a
large degree of re-development including
back land development of modern
housing. The level of development has
had a detrimental impact on the
appearance of the Conservation Area
although through siting and style it has
been attempted to be sympathetic with
the surrounding area.

Views of redeveloped buildings along Station Approach

Entrance to back land development site

4.60

Back land development has resulted in a large level of signage and location advertising which
encroaches on portions of the main streetscape of this character zone of the Conservation
Area which are intrusive on the rural setting of the area.

4.61

The Chorleywood Memorial Hall and the red brick Club House are attractive modern
buildings whose scale and massing are complimentary to the early 20th century terraces
nearby. Some of the houses within the terrace have kept their original sash windows, but the
majority have been replaced.

Chorleywood Memorial Hall

4.62

View along Common Road
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On the corner of Colleyland (road) there
is an attractive three storey Victorian
house which has suffered insensitive
modern alterations and has an
advertising sign which is considered
large for the elevation. Original surviving
features include scalloped barge-boards
on the dormer windows, the side gable
and the porch, plus original roof
decorations. This would have been an
important building when erected and was
probably built as a corner shop at the
end of a row of workers houses. It is also
the building at the end of the vista from
Colleyland and therefore a focal point of
the streetscape.

4.63

As mentioned in the history section, the ownership of Colleyland (road leading down to
Station Approach and Homefield Road) was exchanged for a piece of the Common by
Chorleywood House in 1824. It was known then as “Collyers Field” and became an area of
housing. These houses of the late 19th century are relatively unaltered.

4.64

Further to the north up Common Road, there is a row of two-up and two-down, rendered
houses, painted in pastel shades of blue, white, pink and yellow. At the end of this group of
houses is The Rose and Crown Public House. This is a Locally Listed gabled and canopied
late 19th century building, which is well maintained, occupying a corner plot once again
providing a focal point to the surrounding vista.

Rose and Crown

Berkeley House

4.65

Adjacent to the Rose and Crown Public House, there are a group of houses named after the
Berkeley Hounds who were exercised on Chorleywood Common. Berkeley House is a Grade
II Listed building which predates its name. It was formerly the Berkeley Arms Public House
whose name can be seen faintly on the brick side elevation. At the rear, there is a mid 17th
century timber-frame range with exposed queen struts and clasped purlin roof. The front of
Berkeley House faces onto the Common and contains notable architectural features including
a 19th century shop front on the right of the entrance and glazing bar sashes on the first floor.

4.66

Early 20th century houses follow on from Berkeley House, some with flint and red-brick front
walls. At the end of this row are The Masters House, Kennels Cottage, Willow Tree Cottage
and The Kennels. These buildings were the original Arklow Kennels. These predominately
red-brick buildings are situated at the base of a steep bank at the side of the Common and
sheltered beneath mature trees. The Kennels and Willow Tree Cottage form an L-shaped
building. Cottage style openings run in a series on the first floor of The Kennels and the
original large windows survive on the ground floor. A large decorative iron gate survives in
situ in front of Kennels Cottage. Kennels Cottage and The Kennels also contain distinctive
balconies on the first floor although the houses are of a different architectural style. The
Masters House is set slightly apart from the Kennels complex. It has red tile-hanging
extending from the first floor to the eaves. There are also two different styles of bay windows
at the front.

4.67

Travelling north along the edge of the Common, Childs Farm House and the associated farm
buildings are situated on a sharp bend along Common Road. The farmstead has been
re-developed as private residential housing losing some of the original character of the group
of buildings and having a negative value on the representation of Chorleywood’s agrarian
history. The buildings are predominately red brick, with some tile-hanging on the gables of
Childs Farm House. There is a small wall near to the entrance to the group which is made of
flint and red brick, in a pattern seen elsewhere in the Conservation Area.
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Views of Childs Farm House and associated farm buildings

4.68

Old Cottage and Pond Cottage are both
Grade II Listed buildings which are located
close to the corner of Chenies Road and
Common Road and they overlook the two
ponds of the Common referred to as the
Top Common Ponds. These two buildings
are timber-framed to core and cased in redbrick. They are attractive key buildings
which provide a precedent for the character
and appearance of the buildings along
Common Road.

Old Cottage and Pond Cottage

Character Zone E
4.69

Character Zone E (see Appendix 7) covers the Common and also includes the three Dells:
Appletree Dell, Artichoke Dell and Cherry Tree Dell located within the Common. The
Common itself is an integral and intrinsically important part of the character of the
surrounding area. The importance of the Common is fully recognised as an unbuilt area of
immense ecological importance and its open and rural nature is a key characteristic of the
Conservation Area. The three Dells which are set within the Common are considered to form
an integral part of the Common.

4.70

The open Common consists of a large expanse of open space covering an area of
approximately 200 acres. The topography of the land varies providing interesting vistas
within the common and from the public highways surrounding the common, especially along
Dog Kennell Lane. The original historic role of the use of the land for grazing has been
concealed by the areas of woodland located within the common. The current use of the land
is for recreational purposes rather than the historic grazing. The Common contains
permissive horse tracks, footpaths, cricket pitch and a 9 hole golf course. All of which
maintain the open and rural character which is an important feature of the Conservation Area.
In April 2009, Chorleywood Parish Council grazed six Aberdeen Angus Cattle on part of the
Common and following this trial are considering re-introducing cattle grazing. The Common
and surrounding area is also a site of ecological importance containing ponds, great crested
newts and grasslands. The secondary woodlands also add to the diversity of the habitats
located within the Common.
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4.71

The built form of the Common is limited with the exception of the three dells . The origin of
the word “dell” is obscure in meaning, from small wooded hollow (Oxford English Dictionary)
to artificial hollows (Gelling 1984). Interestingly, Gelling adds that “it is commonest in
Hertfordshire”. It may also have connections with tofts or medieval farmyards which included
buildings.

4.72

Appletree Dell is situated on land in front of Chorleywood Cottage Estate and not far from
Apple Tree Farm. In light of the survival of the farm, of the same name, it would seem unlikely
that Appletree Dell was operating as an independent smallholding. Today it contains three
houses and their associated gardens within its raised banks and semi mature trees.

View of Appletree Dell

View of Artichoke Dell

4.73

Further along Dog Kennel Lane, Artichoke Dell contains a larger collection of buildings set
further towards the centre of the Common. Amongst these buildings there is The Black Horse
Public House (Locally Listed) and its own ancillary buildings and pairs of semi detached late
19th century small houses. Many of these workers houses retain their original windows and
doors, as well as other features like porches, which are frequently lost in modernisation. Part
of the appeal of the Dells, are the different ground levels. This gives the effect of some
houses towering over others, when they are in fact the same size but built on higher ground.
Within Artichoke Dell there is the distinctive wall pattern of flint and brick.

4.74

The pair of semi-detached houses in Cherry Tree Dell stand in the southern part of the
Common. These red brick 20th century houses survive in good order with a continuous plaster
string-course, slate roof, gabled porch and brick chimneys. They are accessible by vehicles
along a track leading one way to Station Approach and in the other direction to Artichoke
Dell. Like Appletree Dell, the houses are set in their own garden and screened from view by
shrubs and trees.

View across Common area
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