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Executive Summary
The Withey Beds is a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) owned by Three Rivers District
Council (TRDC) and located within a network of wetland sites managed for nature
conservation and informal recreation in the Upper Colne valley. The name refers to
the site’s former function: the regular coppicing of trees to produce ‘withies’; young
flexible willow wands used in a variety of rural trades. Today, it is valued for its
wildlife habitats which include unimproved grassland, fen and swamp (NVC habitat
S28) and wet woodland: all Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats, that is, habitats that are
rare and threatened. These habitats combine with recently engineered features like a
pond, scrape and a series of ditches to produce a mixture of wetland features in the
River Colne floodplain. Agricultural improvements and flood relief schemes have
made wetland habitats like the Withey Beds increasingly rare in Hertfordshire.
Ensuring that the management of the Withey Beds is effective and properly targeted
will add to the size of the natural resource available to wildlife in the floodplain, and
will increase the connectivity of wetland habitats in the Upper Colne valley. The River
Colne, the pond, scrapes and ditches are important wildlife habitats. There are a
number of opportunities to enhance the value of these wetland features.
Funding from a Higher Level Stewardship agreement with Natural England provides
an opportunity to implement capital works and will guarantee financial support for
annual maintenance over the next ten years.
Conservation grazing is a key tool in managing the large area of wet grassland.
Grazing cattle will manage this habitat in a sensitive, diverse and sustainable way
providing benefits for wildflowers, insects, bats and other wildlife. The restoration of
the infrastructure required for grazing: that is fencing, gates and water supply, is a
priority action.
The Withey Beds performs an important function in flood alleviation and as a river
flow regulator; its grasslands and swamp, ponds, ditches and scrapes act as a
‘wetland sponge’ soaking up excess water during heavy rainfall and storing it. In dry
periods the stored water is slowly released.
The Withey Beds can make a significant contribution to the health and wellbeing of
local people, but the reserve could be considered to be an under used recreational
resource. Measures will be implemented to reduce some of the difficulties of access.
Maintaining visitor facilities in good condition; providing interpretation; organising
events; and improving publicity will ensure more people come to enjoy and
appreciate this delightful place.
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1. Introduction
The Withey Beds is a 7.6ha. wetland site owned by Three Rivers District Council
(TRDC). The site is adjacent to the River Colne and consists of areas of wet
grassland, swamp, wet woodland, a pond and ditches. The Withey Beds provides a
mixture of relatively undisturbed habitats for wildlife and has been designated a Local
Wildlife Site and Local Nature Reserve. The site also provides opportunities for
informal recreation. Although these opportunities are limited by its location, the
Withey Beds is highly valued by the local community.
This document sets out the management and maintenance framework for the Withey
Beds over the next five years, succeeding the 2008-13 plan. It follows guidance from
national organisations such as Natural England and the Environment Agency as well
as from local organisations including the Countryside Management Service (CMS),
Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre and the Colne Catchment Action Network. It
is informed by survey work provided by the Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife
Trust. The completion of the plan follows consultation with the relevant TRDC Officer
and the Friends of the Withey Beds.
The plan includes map-based annual management programmes and a timetabled
action plan, both located towards the end of the document, making it easier to cross
reference objectives against actions. These will be used to record progress, revise
actions and plan for developments over the course of the next five years.
Actions include an annual review that allows the plan to be revisited and progress to
be monitored. This will be carried out in conjunction with the Friends group, the
CMS and other relevant bodies.
Supporting documents and reference materials form the appendices that accompany
this plan. This ensures that specialist and detailed information is available but does
not inhibit the day to day use of the document.
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2. Aims
The aim of the Plan is to describe and guide the sustainable management,
enhancement and development of this open space for the benefit of wildlife and the
community. More specifically, the plan aims to:
•
•
•

restore the key wildlife habitats on the site, especially the Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) habitats, to good condition;
ensure that access to the site is improved and that facilities for visitors are
maintained in good condition; and
manage the area in a sustainable manner which reduces impacts on the
environment.

Objectives:
Our objectives are:
• to manage areas of wet grassland by implementing a conservation grazing
regime;
• to improve and extend wetland features: the river, pond, scrapes and ditches
to enhance the wildlife benefits they convey;
• to manage trees for safety reasons where necessary;
• to improve and upgrade visitor infrastructure, i.e. entrances, paths,
boardwalk, benches, willow hide and signage so that a visit is a safe and
enjoyable experience;
• to ensure that groups identified in the TRDC Community Strategy: children,
young people and the disabled; are attracted to visit the site; and that the
health benefits of exercise and contact with nature are promoted to all of the
community;
• to interpret the history, ecology and hydrology of the Withey Beds;
• to encourage community involvement and volunteering activity; and
• to provide a framework for an annual review of progress and planning for
future developments.

3. Site Description
The Withey Beds is a 7.6 hectare Local Nature Reserve owned by TRDC. It is
located east of Rickmansworth; near the confluence of the Gade, Chess and Colne;
close to the Grand Union Canal; and adjacent to Hampermill Lake, Hampton Hall
Meadows and Croxley Common Moor. So the Withey Beds lies within an extensive
network of unimproved grassland and wetland habitats in the Upper Colne River
Valley floodplain. The geology comprises river alluvium overlaid by stoneless clay,
fine silty and fine loamy soils, affected by groundwater (Fladbury 3 series).
History
The Withey Beds are situated within a designated ‘Area of Archaeological
Significance’ that includes a string of major, and in some cases nationally important,
sites of Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval date that lie along the River Colne.
Prehistoric flintwork has been discovered towards Sandy Lodge Road. Finds of
Roman building material indicate that the site of a Roman building must also exist in
the immediate vicinity and the nationally important medieval site of Manor of the
More (SM No 29381) is located adjacent to the site.
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The history, landscape and hydrology of the area have been strongly affected by the
construction of canals and railways. These constructions and World War Two
remnants such as a pill box and tank traps are a visible reminder of the site’s more
recent history.
The name of the site refers to the traditional practice of producing ‘witheys’, flexible
quick growing wands for use in basketry and other rural trades.
The Withey Beds is in the ownership of TRDC following a successful compulsory
purchase order in 2001. This was followed by a considerable programme of
refurbishments including the construction of the causeway, the installation of
entrance structures, ponds, scrapes, two footbridges, a boardwalk and the
conversion of the pill box into a bat hibernaculum.
Nature Conservation
The River Colne flows along the Withey Beds’ northern boundary. The Colne is a
chalk river and a BAP Habitat of international significance.
The Withey Beds was declared a Local Nature Reserve by TRDC under Section 21
of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. Local Nature
Reserves are places where people can come into contact with nature in their
neighbourhood.
The reserve has been designated a Local Wildlife Site (89/006) because it meets the
criteria for tall herb fens and swamps and wet woodland.
The Withey Beds is particularly important because it supports a wide range of alluvial
habitats including:
• wet woodland, or carr: This is a BAP Habitat. At the western end of the open
space, on the site of the former Withey Beds, even aged willow dominates
the woodland. In the eastern area a more diverse range of species has
developed. To the north of the pond there is a recently coppiced Willow
stand.
• swamp: a 1.6 ha. wet swamp dominated by reed sweet grass: another BAP
Habitat.
• wet unimproved grassland: 2.6ha. of nutrient rich grassland: also a BAP
Habitat.
• associated wetland features including a pond, scrape and ditches.

The unimproved grassland area and WW2 pill box
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The site provides an important habitat for wetland birds including occasional Barn
Owl and Snipe (both Herts BAP species), mammals, five species of bat, dragonflies
and other insects including four nationally notable Diptera species: the Oak Jewel
Beetle, a soldier fly, a solitary bee and Roesel’s Bush Cricket. A recent volunteer task
to clear vegetation from the pond was abandoned when it unveiled a very healthy
colony of Smooth Newts.
A copy of the recent Wildlife Sites Partnership Survey Report (21/6/2012) is included
in the Appendix.
Recreation
Increasing emphasis on the public health role played by local authorities requires
them to promote the role of open spaces in reducing the impact of obesity on long
term health; in the management of mental health issues such as depression; and in
aiding relaxation.
The Withey Beds can make a significant contribution to the health and well being of
local people. TRDC will aim to attract a broad spectrum of the community including
young people and the disabled to the site and to promote the health benefits of
exercise and contact with nature. Accessible from Moor Lane, the site is fifteen to
twenty walk from Moor Park tube station. Two popular recreational routes pass
nearby: the Ebury Way , a hard surfaced cycling and walking route passes within 0.5
km of the Withey Beds; and the Colne Valley Trail which follows the Grand Union
Canal towpath is 0.7km distant. However, there is no direct, easy access to either of
these paths.
Gaining access to the site on foot is not easy. From the tube station, the recreational
routes, or from any residential property, the walking route is via a narrow,
unmanaged, informal path along the kerb edge. The road does not have a pavement
for pedestrian use. There is no road verge at all on the Moor Park side, so a crossing
has to be made on a sharp bend with limited visibility of cars coming from
Rickmansworth.
There is a small area for parking two cars in an un-surfaced lay-by on the opposite
side of the busy A4145. Unfortunately, this informal lay-by has no dropped kerb and
is subject to occasional fly tipping. Maintenance and contractors’ vehicles enter
through a locked metal barrier onto a causeway which allows access to the pond and
wet meadow. Vehicles cannot access the southern section of the reserve. Visitors on
foot gain access to the causeway through a kissing gate. There is another pedestrian
access gate which is unsigned with steps by the River Colne bridge, but it seems that
this is rarely used. A 300m. long boardwalk allows visitors access to the swamp, and
an impressive woven willow bird hide makes an interesting detour in dry conditions.
A 1km. circular walk from the entrance, along the causeway, boardwalk and returning
via the wet meadow gives the visitor the opportunity for some exercise. Three
benches are provided for those who prefer a more relaxed outdoor experience.
There is a dipping platform built by CMS next to the bridge over the central drainage
ditch. Unfortunately, the water level here varies hugely and in summer the ditch can
dry up completely.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that, except during publicised events, the reserve is
lightly used, primarily by people engaging in nature study, bird watching for example.
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Information
Information about Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve is provided through:
1. Press releases to local media, including children’s publications.
2. The Council’s website at
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/LocalNatureReserves#witheybeds
and at: http://www.hertslink.org/cms/getactive/placestovisit/
3. Three Rivers Times, which is an in-house publication that goes to 38,000
households in the District on a quarterly basis.
4. Easter and Summer Activities brochures which are sent to every pupil in the
District and distributed to other venues, such as health centres, libraries and the
Council Offices.
5. Through the Council’s notice boards which are located around the District at 37
sites.
6. With a dedicated leaflet on the Local Nature Reserve (see appendix) which is
distributed to the Parish Council Offices libraries, leisure venues, Council Offices,
doctors’ surgeries, the Aquadrome café, etc.
7. Publicity provided by the Friends at the Rickmansworth festival each year.
8. Site based information for visitors is provided via a notice board and two
interpretation boards. The notice board, managed by the Friends group, provides
information about forthcoming events and contains a copy of the latest Friends’
newsletter. The two interpretation boards are in robust metal frames and feature
copies of the same panel which focuses on the reserve’s wildlife interest. They are in
reasonable condition but occasionally the panels require a good clean.

Interpretation board

Flooding
The construction of canals and railway embankments has disrupted the natural
hydrology of the floodplain. Nevertheless, the Withey Beds’ swamp, wet meadows,
ponds, scrapes and ditches function as a ‘wetland sponge’ which can help manage
both flooding and drought problems. Flood water can be stored in soils or retained as
surface water in ponds, scrapes and swamps which reduces the volume of
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floodwater downstream. In dry periods river flows are maintained for longer periods
as stored water is slowly released from these wetland habitats.

Flooded meadow: January 2014
Management and maintenance
The management of the reserve is guided by this document which is written by the
Countryside Management Service after consultation with TRDC and the Friends of
the Withey Beds.
Grounds maintenance is currently undertaken by the Council’s in-house team.
Following a competitive tendering process in 2008/09, the Grounds Maintenance
contract runs until June 2016 (extendable by two years) after which it will be reprocured.
The objective of the contract is to:
• deliver services to a specified, high standard;
• identify appropriate management and technical solutions for the improvement
of standards of the Services in accordance with the Council’s Specification;
• provide the necessary finances to undertake the improvements required; and
• carry out improvements in accordance with an agreed methodology and
timetable to meet the standards set out in the specification.
Currently, the TRDC Grounds Maintenance Team undertake the following tasks at
the Withey Beds:
• annual cut and lift of wet meadow in August/September;
• strimming the boardwalk to keep it free of vegetation;
• cutting a footpath through the main field throughout the growing season;
• litter collection; and
• tree surveys and remedial works which are carried out as part of a formalised
programme. All dead wood, including standing dead wood, is left in situ where
it is safe to do so. Trees which have to be reduced or removed for safety
reasons are stacked in habitat piles on ground of low vegetation diversity e.g.
nettles or brambles or chipped and removed from site. Sometimes these
tasks may be undertaken by an external contractor.
In addition, a willow craft worker is engaged to maintain the willow weave bird hide
on an annual basis.
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The willow weave bird hide.
All contractors and volunteers who work at the Withey Beds are guided by the site
based risk assessment, a copy of which appears in Appendix 3.
Funding
TRDC has a limited annual maintenance budget for the Withey Beds which is
currently spent on the annual cut and lift of the wet meadow, cutting a footpath and
clearing the boardwalk: all tasks undertaken by their Grounds Maintenance Team.
Some of the more complex tree safety work and the maintenance of the bird hide are
completed by external contractors.
An application for funding for the Withey Beds through a 10 year Higher Level
Stewardship (HLS) Scheme agreement with Natural England in conjunction with a
larger application for Croxley Common Moor has been prepared by CMS.
This agreement should make a significant contribution to the cost of some of the
capital works including:
• repairing and re-aligning of the fencing;
• installing a new pasture pump;
• restoring the pond, and creating 6 new ponds;
• creating a large scrape;and
• ditch clearance.
In addition, the Higher Level Scheme may contribute to annual management costs
such as
• grazing the meadow extensively with cattle; and
• maintaining areas of fen.
The table below identifies the maximum possible funding opportunities from the HLS
agreement. The agreement is about to be negotiated between officers from TRDC,
CMS and Natural England.
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HLS Capital item

Potential Cost
grant

Repair & re-align fence: 710m. @
£2.50/m.
Installing pasture pump
Livestock handling facility

£1775

Restoring the pond (300 sq.m) &
creating 6 x 60 sq.m. new ponds
Create a large scrape (500 sq. m.)
Ditch clearance (515m)

£85
60% of
cost
£370
£1080
£500
£1493

Difference

£240

HLS Annual costs
Cattle grazing and maintenance of
grassland for target features.
Maintenance of fen
Ten year total

£611 pa

£50 pa
£12,913
approx.

The proposed improvements to the maintenance programme, when combined with
the HLS funding, should have the beneficial effects of reducing the cost of managing
the reserve while increasing the sustainability of the management regime.
However, although the introduction of cattle grazing to the wet meadow area will
reduce maintenance costs in the long term, the restoration of the infrastructure
required for grazing (i.e. fence, field gate and pasture pump) will require some initial
capital funding, in addition to the HLS Capital grants. Possible sources of this extra
funding include the Lafarge Landfill Community Tax Fund, or an ‘Awards for All’
Lottery grant.
Community Involvement
Community involvement is at the heart of the Local Nature Reserve concept.
The Withey Beds is fortunate in having an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Friends
group who organise activities, keep wildlife records, produce a regular newsletter and
collect subscriptions.
A number of public events are organised: in May the Friends lead an annual guided
walk as part of the Ricky Week celebrations; they organise a stand to publicise the
reserve at the Rickmansworth Festival; and during August there is a regular child
orientated activity as part of TRDC’s summer holiday play scheme. Last summer, for
example, a Mini Beast Safari attracted 40 participants.
The Friends of the Withey Beds are consulted during the management planning
process and take the opportunity of contributing to the plan. Developing a web site
which features the contents of their newsletter and forthcoming events should help
the Friends group to recruit new members and to reach a wider audience.
An annual grant of £500 is available to every Friends Group in the District that works
on Council owned and managed land. The intention of the grant is that it will cover
the cost of insurance, tools, training and any particular events they might like to
organise. Training in task leadership, first aid, leading guided walks and other
activities is provided by the CMS and it would be beneficial if some Friends took
advantage of this opportunity. Although currently, too few people are willing to
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participate in volunteer management tasks, it is an aspiration to attract new active
recruits to the Friends group.

The CMS mid-week conservation volunteers perform practical tasks on the reserve
which help to maintain habitats and facilities. Their work has recently included
clearing vegetation from the pond, ditch and scrapes. All of the relevant insurance,
tools, training, risk assessments, guidance and supervision are provided by TRDC
and the CMS.

4. Assessment and Actions
History
The history of withey production is well represented in the current interpretation
leaflet and the willow weave bird hide with its annual maintenance work continues
this tradition in an appropriate way. The willow craft worker is a valuable resource
and she may be able to provide training for volunteers, or host willow construction
events. The Friends maintain a small willow area which has already produced withies
suitable for basket making.
The wider historic significance of the site within the Upper Colne Valley context is
under represented in the current interpretation plan.
Action:
1. Organise an event themed on willow to include a demonstration of the
maintenance of the bird hide and the opportunity to construct willow artefacts.
2. Include information about the pre-historic and historic significance of the
Upper Colne Valley in future interpretation.
Nature Conservation
River Colne
Rivers and the corridors of land through which they flow are a major wildlife resource
of crucial importance. The river is, needless to say, the key to the connectivity of all
the Upper Colne Valley wildlife sites and is fundamental to the future of BAP species
like Water Vole, Brook Lamprey and Grayling.
The Colne Catchment Action Network (ColneCan) has been developed as a focus for
river basin management planning.
The Environment Agency assesses the condition of rivers by monitoring fish, plants,
insects, algae and phosphate and oxygen levels. Unfortunately, poor populations of
invertebrates and fish means the Colne fails to achieve ‘good’ status. Many of the
rivers in the Colne catchment are negatively impacted by unfavourable flow
conditions, man-made structures in the channel and rural and urban pollution.
As the Colne flows along the site’s northern boundary, there are opportunities,
working together with Watford Piscators (the landowners of the opposite bank), to
enhance its habitats and strengthen its value as a habitat and migratory route or
‘wildlife corridor’.
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Action:
3. Become a member of ColneCan and develop plans for appropriate actions
for this stretch of the River Colne.
4. Contact Watford Piscators to plan a combined approach to habitat
enhancements on this stretch of the river.
Environment Agency studies have shown that our rivers are over-abstracted and
more water is being taken from the Colne groundwater reserve than is
environmentally sustainable. The average daily water use in households in the Colne
catchment is 182 litres per person per day in properties without a water metre, the
highest in Europe. Reducing domestic water demand is the key to improving flows in
the catchment’s chalk streams.
Action
5. Use every opportunity through events and interpretation to promote
sustainable water use.
Wet meadow
Wet grasslands have long been part of a traditional livestock farming system, with
grazing by cattle creating and maintaining a habitat rich in plants and invertebrates.
Wet grasslands have the potential to provide habitat for wading birds such as Snipe
and Sandpipers while winter floods can attract large numbers of wildfowl.
In most years the meadow becomes dominated by Common Comfrey and False Oat
Grass and it is described as ‘species poor semi-improved grassland’ in the HMWT
survey (see Appendix 1). The current management regime of taking a cut and lift in
September is not conducive to the creation of a diverse flora and fauna, partly
because of high soil nutrient levels (thanks to regular inundations) and because of
the difficulty of removing all of the arisings.
Hertfordshire County Council’s Landscape Strategy implores land managers to:
‘improve the management of old meadows and pastures by ceasing fertiliser and
herbicide application and introducing sensitive grassland management such as late
hay cutting and low-density livestock grazing’.
Cattle grazing at the correct intensity and time would gradually reduce the dominance
of rank grasses and herbs; reduce damage to valuable anthills and other insect,
especially glow worm, habitats; while creating a more diverse sward structure.
Waiting till the end of the growing season to start grazing means the vegetation may
be less nutritious and the cattle are likely to trample the plants. Intensive grazing in
the flowering period removes wild flower interest and insect pollination opportunities.
So, low intensity grazing from June for 14 weeks would be the best compromise,
provided the regime was accompanied by close monitoring of the animals’ welfare
and ground conditions. Natural England’s ‘The Lowland Grassland Handbook’
recommends cattle stocking levels on this size of wet meadow as 2 cattle for 14
weeks (or 3 cattle for 8 weeks, or 4 cattle for 6 weeks.) This meadow is very fertile
and Dexters are small cattle so this figure may be on the low side.
TRDC has experience of conservation grazing techniques and regimes at the nearby
Croxley Common Moor and the council has developed a grazing licence that could
be adapted for use at the Withey Beds.
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The introduction of cattle will require publicity; a degree of awareness raising for
visitors; and increased monitoring by staff. An event focussing on the arrival of the
cattle would help publicise the site and provide opportunities to deliver messages
about appropriate behaviour in the grazing compartment.
Action:
6. Consult with new grazier and adapt grazing licence.
7. Restore fencing and re-align to increase grazing area.
8. Replace pasture pump.
9 Re-introduce extensive cattle grazing to the wet meadow area north of the
central ditch. Graze extensively from early June onwards. If cattle are not
available, cut and lift arisings in rank areas in August.
Wet woodland or carr.
Where natural succession is allowed to occur, wet habitats can pass through a
transition from open water through swamp into wet woodlands that eventually may
dry out. The area of the former Withey Beds (to the south west of the site) is typified
by old, even aged and fallen willow with little or no understorey. This area may be
developing through succession to drier woodland. Towards the east side of the site,
conditions are wetter, a more diverse species and an understorey are evident. Some
of the mature oaks are failing, presumably because of the wet ground.
Non- intervention is usually recommended for this type of habitat except where visitor
safety is at risk. Where tree work is essential, pollarding would normally be the
preferable option. The presence of protected species, that is, bat roosts, should be
considered when making decisions about appropriate tree management works.
Dead wood should be retained on site, including standing dead wood where this
doesn’t compromise visitor safety.
Although there have been some attempts by volunteers to restore a willow coppicing
regime adjacent to the pond, there seems no point in continuing with this unless the
withies develop an economic value, perhaps as bindings for hedge laying, for
example.
Action:
10. Conduct and record a tree safety survey every 6 months, and take
appropriate action to ensure public safety. Pollard trees if feasible and
appropriate. The possible presence of bat roosts should be considered when
making decisions about appropriate tree management works.
Retain dead wood, both standing and fallen, on site where safe to do so.
Swamp
Swamp habitats are characterised by a high water table: it being at or above ground
level for most of the year. Typically, swamps have relatively poor floral diversity and
at the Withey Beds these areas are dominated by Reed Sweet Grass. The whole
area south of the dissecting ditch would benefit from the disturbance provided by
extensive cattle grazing but the cost of installing fencing would be prohibitive,
currently. There is the possibility that scrub encroachment may occur if the ground
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dries so some control of scrub may be necessary. There is an opportunity to increase
the amount of open water in this area.
Action:
11. Control scrub encroachment in swamp and fen area when necessary.
12. Create 6 ponds (approx. 60 sq. m.) that are visible from the boardwalk.
Other wetland features
The pond was constructed ten years ago and the area of open water in the pond has
diminished due to the incursion of Reed Canary Grass. It is likely that unless the
profile of the pond is altered (i.e. it is deepened) it will always be susceptible to
invasion by emergent vegetation. Volunteer activity in the pond has revealed the
presence of Smooth Newts. Before any works are initiated, it would be sensible to
undertake a survey of the newt population in the pond to ascertain whether Great
Crested Newts are also present. If signs of Great Crested Newts are found, consent
for pond works from Natural England will be required. The disposal of silt will require
consent from the Environment Agency.

The overgrown pond.
Action:
13. Undertake a newt survey in the pond.
14. Assuming great crested newts are absent, use a mechanical digger to
remove silt and reed canary grass, and to alter the profile, so that the area of
open water is extended to its original size (i.e. 300sq. m.). If they are present,
consent will be required and it will be necessary to dig out only one third of the
pond between November and February.
The highest species diversity of aquatic plants is most often associated with
freshwater ditches managed every three to five years. Most of the central ditch and
boundary ditches have not been managed for some time and have become enclosed
by vegetation growth.
Action:
15. Establish a rotational ditch clearance regime, clearing one section and one
bank at a time. Clear one side of central ditch (510m.) in HLS capital works
programme in Year 1 and the other side in Year 2.
The original scrapes have been lost, but there is the opportunity to restore this
valuable habitat. Occasional snipe have been recorded and this Biodiversity Action
Plan species would benefit from the exposed mud created by a new scrape. The
disposal of the silt will require consent from the Environment Agency.
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Action:
16. Dig a new large scrape (approx. 25m x 20m. 500 sq. m.) towards the
northeast of the wet meadow.

Recreation
The Withey Beds is an under used resource and it would be desirable to attract more
visitors. Access to the reserve is not as convenient as one would wish. Although
popular recreational routes (the Ebury Way and the Colne Valley Trail) pass nearby,
there is no easy link from them to the Withey Beds, nor is there any signage to guide
first time visitors towards the reserve.
Action:
17. Improve the signage to the reserve by installing a brown tourist sign on the
A4145.
Unfortunately pedestrian access from the recreational routes or from any residential
property is via a narrow, unmanaged, informal path along the kerb edge. From Sandy
Lodge Road to the reserve entrance is 180m. Installing a pavement along this stretch
of the A4145 would allow pedestrian access from Moor Park and its station.
Action:
18. Cut back vegetation on west side of A4145 to allow more space for
pedestrians.
19. Install pavement from Sandy Lodge Road to reserve entrance. Install
surface and dropped kerb in lay-by.
Car parking facilities are very limited: space for two cars is available in an unsurfaced lay-by opposite the reserve entrance. When a public event occurs, the
Friends currently have an arrangement with their neighbours, Watford Piscators, who
allow parking in their site. However, visitors to the event have to find their way on foot
along the narrow road side to the reserve. For special events under dry conditions it
would be possible to park ten cars along one edge of the causeway as long as the
bramble was kept under control. The causeway is wide enough to accommodate a
parked car and allow another car to drive past. The cars could turn round by the
footbridge and exit the reserve forwards. No new surfacing would be required. This
would avoid the necessity for visitors having to park at the Watford Piscators site and
then walk down the road edge.
Sightlines from the entrance along the busy A4145 are restricted by vegetation.
Action:
20. Investigate the possibility of cutting back vegetation along causeway to
allow space for on-site parking at public events.
21. Regularly cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines.
22. Lay hedge and fell trees by entrance.
The boardwalk currently takes the visitor on foot to within 20m. of the bird hide which
under wet conditions makes the bird hide difficult to access. The bird hide requires
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annual management to weave in or prune new growth. It would be advantageous to
train members of the Friends group to do this.
Action:
23. Build boardwalk extension to the bird hide.
24. Train Friends to maintain willow weave on bird hide.
The dipping platform has the potential to create interest in nature amongst children
and young people. However, it becomes overgrown and inaccessible at times. Also
the water level in the ditch varies considerably.
25. Maintain dipping platform, keep it clear of vegetation and use it at public
events.

The dipping platform constructed by volunteers.
Information
The two interpretation panels are aging, though the frames are still sound. They are
rather small and insignificant.
Action:
26. Replace the interpretation panels with larger panels including a combined
notice board and interpretation panel.
Maintenance
The introduction of grazing to the wet meadow will have the significant benefit of
making the maintenance regime more sustainable. Removing the need for the annual
cut and lift, and for the cutting of the footpath across the wet meadow, may also
reduce costs.
Some practical input by volunteers like pond, scrape and ditch clearance has
occurred and it is desirable that this continues.
Action:
27. Discuss changes to the annual maintenance regime with the Grounds
Maintenance team.
28. Identify suitable management tasks for volunteer groups and include in
annual plans.
Funding
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Although the Higher Level Stewardship grant will reduce maintenance costs in the
long term, the restoration of the infrastructure required for grazing (i.e. fence, field
gate and pasture pump) will require some initial capital funding to supplement the
grant available from Natural England. Possible sources of this funding would include
the Lafarge Landfill Community Tax Fund, or an Awards for All Lottery grant.
Action:
29. Apply for Higher Level Stewardship Scheme with Natural England.
30. Seek further funding through applications to other funding bodies.
Community involvement
The Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve already plays a role in the community,
providing local people with open space and contact with nature. Strategies highlight
the link between people’s health and their environment (see appendix). The health
benefits of visiting the Local Nature Reserve should continue to be spread across the
community, especially amongst young people and the disabled. It is important,
therefore, to continue to attract people to the site and to promote the health benefits
of exercise and contact with nature. Some thought should also be given to the
recruitment of new members for the Friends group, perhaps by supporting them to
develop a web site.
31. Promote the benefits of visiting the reserve by developing Friends’ website,
and publicise the site widely.
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5. The Withey Beds Action Plan 2014-2019
2014
No.
29
28
10
30
31 &
5
13
25
20
31&5
25
24
21
6
10
31
27

Action
Apply for Higher Level Stewardship Scheme
Identify suitable tasks for volunteer groups
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action. Pollard
trees if feasible and appropriate
Seek further funding opportunities
Organise guided walk for Ricky Week and stand for Rickmansworth Festival
Promote widely. Use opportunity to promote sustainable water use
Undertake newt survey in main pond
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
Promote the benefits of visiting the reserve by developing Friends’ website
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Maintain willow weave bird hide
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
Cut and lift arisings from meadow
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Publicise success of HLS application and re-introduction of grazing project
Discuss forthcoming plans for changes of maintenance regime with Grounds
Maintenance team

Time
March
April
April

Cost

April
May
May
June
June
June
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Oct
Oct

Responsible
CMS
TRDC/CMS
TRDC/contractor

Done

CMS
Friends
£399
?

?
?

CMS contractor
TRDC & CMS vols
TRDC
Friends
TRDC
TRDC contractor
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
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2015
No.
28
26 &
2
10
6.
18
7
8
31
25
21
23
19.
25
24
9
9
11
13
15
12
9
16.

Action
Identify suitable tasks for volunteer groups
Replace interpretation boards include historic information and sustainable
water use
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Consult with new grazier and adapt grazing licence
Cut back vegetation on west side of A4145 Moor Lane to open up footway
Restore and re-align livestock fence and gate
Restore pasture pump
Organise guided walk for Ricky Week and stand for Rickmansworth Festival
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
Build boardwalk extension to the bird hide
Install pavement from Sandy Lodge road to reserve entrance. Surface layby &
install dropped kerb
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Maintain willow weave bird hide
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Organise open day and re-introduce extensive cattle grazing to the wet
meadow area
Clear scrub encroachment from swamp and fen if necessary
Restore the main pond
Clear north side of central ditch
Create six ponds in swamp area
Remove animals and review effects of grazing regime on animals and ground
conditions
Dig a new scrape

Time
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
April
April
May
June
June
July
July
July
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Sept.
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept

Cost
£2000

?
?

?

?

Responsible
Done
TRDC/CMS
TRDC/CMS/contractor
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
CMS contractor
CMS contractor
Friends
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC contractor
TRDC contractor
TRDC
TRDC contractor
TRDC
CMS/TRDC
contractor
CMS volunteers
TRDC/CMS contractor
TRDC/CMS contractor
CMS, contractor
TRDC/CMS/
contractor
CMS, contractor
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2016
No.
28
10
18
31
3&4
9
25
21
20
25
24&1
10
3&4
11
15
9
22

Action
Time
Identify suitable tasks for volunteer groups
Feb
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Feb
Cut back vegetation on west side of A4145 Moor Lane to open up footway
Feb
Organise guided walk for Ricky Week and stand for Rickmansworth Festival
May
Develop river habitat enhancement schemes in partnership with ColneCan and April
Watford Piscators
Extensively graze the wet meadow area with cattle
June
Monitor effects of grazing regime on animals and ground conditions
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
June
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
June
Investigate cutting back vegetation by entrance to allow room for parking and
June
turning cars on causeway
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Aug
Maintain willow weave bird hide. Organise willow themed event and train
Aug
Friends to maintain willow hide.
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Aug
Gain EA permission for river enhancement schemes
Aug
Clear scrub encroachment from swamp and fen if necessary
Sept
Clear south side of central ditch
Sept
Remove animals and review effects of grazing regime on animals and ground
Oct
conditions
Fell trees & lay hedge by entrance
Nov

Cost

Responsible
TRDC/CMS
TRDC
TRDC
Friends
CMS

Done

CMS/TRDC
contractor
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC

£50

?

TRDC
CMS, TRDC,
contractor
TRDC
CMS
CMS volunteers
TRDC
TRDC/CMS/
contractor
TRDC
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2017
No.
28
10
18
31
9
3&4
25
21
20
25
24
10
11
9

Action
Identify suitable tasks for volunteer groups
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Cut back vegetation on west side of A4145 Moor Lane to open up footway
Organise guided walk for Ricky Week and stand for Rickmansworth Festival
Extensively graze the wet meadow area with cattle
Monitor effects of grazing regime on animals and ground conditions
Implement river enhancement scheme: install in-river structures.

Time
Feb
Feb
Feb
May
June

Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
Cut back vegetation by entrance to allow room for parking and turning cars on
causeway
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Maintain willow weave bird hide
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Clear scrub encroachment from swamp and fen if necessary
Remove animals and review effects of grazing regime on animals and ground
conditions

June
June
June

June

Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Oct

Cost

Responsible
TRDC/CMS
TRDC
TRDC
Friends
CMS/TRDC
contractor
CMS volunteers &
Watford Piscators
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
Friends
TRDC
CMS volunteers
TRDC/CMS/
contractor

Done

11

24

2018
No.
28
10
17
31
9
25
21
18
3&4
25
24
10
11
9

Action
Identify suitable tasks for volunteer groups
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Install a brown tourist sign on the A4145 as a way of publicising the reserve
Organise guided walk for Ricky Week and stand for Rickmansworth Festival
Extensively graze the wet meadow area with cattle
Monitor effects of grazing regime on animals and ground conditions
Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Cut back vegetation by entrance to improve sightlines
Cut back vegetation on west side of A4145 Moor Lane to open up footway
Implement river enhancement scheme: install in-river structures

Time
Feb
Feb
April
May
June

Clear boardwalk and dipping platform
Maintain willow weave bird hide
Conduct tree safety survey, keep record and take appropriate action
Clear scrub encroachment from swamp and fen if necessary
Remove animals and review effects of grazing regime on animals and ground
conditions

Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Oct

June
June
June
June

Cost

Responsible
TRDC/CMS
TRDC
CMS/TRDC
Friends
CMS/TRDC
contractor
TRDC
TRDC
TRDC
CMS volunteers &
Watford Piscators
TRDC
Friends
TRDC
CMS volunteers
TRDC/CMS/
contractor

Done

25

2019
No.

Action
Review management plan and produce new plan

Time
Jan

Cost

Responsible
TRDC/CMS/Friends

Done

26

description
River Colne

Moor Park station
1km.

A4145
Moor Lane

Pill box and
bat hibernaculum

þ#
wet neutral grassland

Key

Wet woodland with
recently coppiced willows.

U%
Site
entrance

þ#
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U% U%

U% bench
#
þ information
# willow hide
S

Fen

Fenceline.

#
S

River Colne
ditch
meadow
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swamp
track
woodland
bridge
boardwalk

swamp
Lay by

0

Wet woodland:
withey beds developed
into mature trees.
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constraints
Environment Agency consent is required
for works in and by the river.
Flood zone 2 indicates a medium probability
of flooding (i.e. between 1 in 100 and 1 in
1000 probability in any year.)
River Colne
main river

Local Wildlife Site

central ditch:
main river
Main road
A 4145

limited parking:
3 cars only
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No footway

Main_river
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Year 1: 2014
Apply for Higher Level Stewardship
Seek further funding
Identify volunteer tasks
Organise events

Annual items
Cut & lift meadow in Sept
Cut grass on causeway
Keep entrance sightlines open
Collect litter
Complete tree safety survey
Clear vegetation on boardwalk

Key

þ#

TRDC
CMS

Undertake newt survey.

U%
þ#
#
S

U%

þ#
þ#

U% U%

Cut meadow and lift arisings in Aug.

#
S
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information
willow hide
Fenceline.
River Colne
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pill box
pond
swamp
track
woodland
bridge
boardwalk

Maintain willow hide
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Year 2 : 2015
Dig new scrape.
Install pasture pump.

Cut back vegetation
along A4145.

Identify tasks for volunteers.
Consult with grazier & adapt
grazing license.
Organise grazing open day.
Monitor effects of grazing.
Annual items
Graze meadow from June to
October with cattle
Cut grass on causeway
Keep entrance sightlines open
Collect litter
Complete tree safety survey
Clear vegetation on boardwalk

Restore fence.

Key

$T
Restore pond.

TRDC
CMS
Vols

Replace
interpretation
board.

U% bench
þ# information
# willow hide
S

U%
T$
þ#

U% U%
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pond
swamp
track
woodland
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of central ditch

#
S
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0
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surface lay by
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Year 3 : 2016
Annual items
Graze meadow from June to
Oct. with cattle
Remove invasive scrub from fen
Cut grass on causeway
Keep entrance sightlines open
Collect litter
Complete tree safety survey
Clear vegetation on boardwalk
Identify volunteer tasks
Organise events

Install in-river structures
Clear south side of central ditch

Develop river restoration plan
Gain EA consent

Key

$T

TRDC
CMS
Vols

Investigate using causeway
for car parking during events

fenceline

U%
#
þ
#
S
T
$
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#
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Year 4: 2017
Annual items
Graze meadow from June to
Oct. with cattle
Remove invasive scrub from fen
Cut grass on causeway
Keep entrance sightlines open
Collect litter
Complete tree safety survey
Clear vegetation on boardwalk
Identify volunteer tasks
Organise events

Install in-river structures
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Year 5: 2018
Annual items
Graze meadow from June to
Oct. with cattle
Remove invasive scrub from fen
Cut grass on causeway
Keep entrance sightlines open
Collect litter
Complete tree safety survey
Clear vegetation on boardwalk
Identify volunteer tasks
Organise events

$T

Review management plan
Write new plan
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Appendix 1
Specifications
Ditches
The highest species diversity of aquatic plants is most often associated with
freshwater ditches managed every three to five years.
Sensitive management is necessary to maintain a variety of habitats, from open
water to ditches full of wetland plants which benefit important species. The ditches on
the site are over shaded by vegetation, but this vegetation also provides shelter and
food to important insects, small mammals and amphibians so it is important to
manage the ditch by clearing alternate sides in rotation, thus retaining 50% of the
vegetated habitat.
The vegetation along ditch bank should only be cut between 15th September and
28th February. All cut vegetation should be removed from the bank side immediately
after cutting to prevent pollution, but spoil, roots and under-water vegetationshould
be removed after it has been left for a few hours on the top of the bank. This will
allow invertebrates and amphibians to return to the water.
Do not use spoil to create ditch edge embankments or to infill wet hollows in fields
Deposit spoil away from the bank in areas of low wildlife interest
Total length of ditches = 1450m. Central ditch is 510m.
Clear south side of central ditch in HLS capital works programme in Year 1.
Clear north side in Year 2 also in HLS capital works programme
Ponds
• Restore main pond to original size i.e. approx. 20m x 15m (300 square
metres) to be no deeper than 1m. by clearing reed sweet canary grass plants
and silt. Ensure shallow edges which maximise the draw down zone.
Reshape edge to ensure maximum length of edge. Deposit silt on edge of
causeway. Any submerged or partially submerged wood should be retained.
•

Construct 6 medium sized ponds to create a complex of smaller ponds in fen
approx. 10m x 10m no deeper than 1m. by clearing reed canary grass and
silt. Some pools should be permanent, some temporary. Create a variety of
water depths, with very gently sloping margins to maximise the draw down
area. This will provide conditions for a range of different plants and animals.
Shape the ponds to ensure maximum edge. Deposit silt on edge of ponds.
Leave excavated surfaces rough and hummocks and hollows on the bottom
of the pond and around the edge.

Any field mechanical operations should be tailored to the driest period, for example,
late summer/autumn.

Scrape
Scrapes are pools and ribbons of shallow water that dry slowly over the spring and
summer. In the spring and summer, as the water retreats, the warm margins and wet
mud provide conditions for plants to seed and for invertebrates to bask and feed.
In turn, this can attract breeding birds such as redshank, lapwing and yellow wagtail
which feed by probing both mud and water. In winter the scrape may continue to host
wading birds such as snipe and also to attract teal, widgeon and other dabbling
ducks.
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Create large scrape, remove the ground surface, simple shallow excavation with
gently sloping edges to provide areas of standing water or wetland, according to
seasonal fluctuations.
Scrape size: 25m. x 20m (500 square metres), gently sloping to a depth of about
50cm. Aim for a maximum water depth in the winter of 50 cm in the centre, with an
average depth of about 25 cm.
Mechanical re-profiling of wet features should be carried out as required during the
HLS agreement, to ensure that a minimum of 50% edge is exposed as mud/water
interface. Any field mechanical operations should be tailored to the driest period, for
example, late summer/autumn.
Aim to retain some water in the scrape until July-August.
Excavated surfaces should be left rough with at least 100 mm variation in height at
the base of the scrape.

W ith e y B e d s : p o n d & s c ra p e w o rk s .

Key
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Stock fencing
To supply and install approx 710 metres of post and wire to British Standard 1722
suitable for cattle, with accompanying field gate and 2 kissing gates around wet
meadow area.
1.

Straining posts must not be less than 150 mm top diameter, 2.4 metres long, at
a spacing not exceeding 150 metres. In addition, straining posts to be located
at all corners / changes in direction and at the end of runs.

2.

Struts must be fitted in line with the wires and not be less than 80 mm top
diameter, 2.4 metres long and notched into the straining post at an angle of no
greater than 40 degrees, retained at base with suitable thrust plate. On corner
posts, the thrust plate must be secured to the corner post with a retaining wire
of strained plain wire, looped and secured round both, at about 100mm above
ground level.

3.

Intermediate posts must be not less than 75 mm top diameter, 1.8 metres long,
at a spacing not exceeding 3 metres.

4.

All posts to be peeled, round, pressure treated softwood.

5.

All intermediate posts to be knocked in.
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6.

Wire must be galvanised, 2.5mm barbed wire. The fence must be not less than
1.05 metres high.

7.

Three strands barbed wire to be run on inside of posts at 350mm spacings.

8.

Wire to be retained with eye bolts fixed through strainer posts, attached to
intermediates with staples (not hammered fully home so that the wire is free to
move).

9.

Fence to be put up in straight line between the strainer posts.

10.

Where straining posts are adjacent to gate structures, they must be located 1.2
metres from the structure with any gap filled with minimum of 3 rails (to
correspond in height to adjacent wire fence and gates).

Field gates
11. Supply and install one 3.6 metre field gates in pressure treated softwood, to
correspond in height to the adjoining fence / kissing gate.
12.

Hanging post for gate shall be 2.4mx200mmx200mm, set not less than
1000mm into the ground and surrounded with concrete not less than
450x450x600mm deep.

13.

Closing post shall be 2.1mx150mmx150mm, set not less than 900mm into the
ground and surrounded with concrete not less than 350x350x500mm deep.

14.

All necessary fittings to be supplied and fitted. Fittings to be galvanised.

15.

Construction spec for gate as follows (or equivalent standard):
Top rail
tapered to
Under rails
Braces
Hanging stile
Shutting stile

16.

125mm x 75mm
75mm x 75mm
75mm x 25mm
75mm x 25mm
125mm x 75mm
75mm x 75mm

Gate must be hung and clapped independently of the adjoining fence line, i.e.
the hanging post must not be used as an end strainer.

Kissing gates
Supply and install 2 x medium mobility kissing gates to meet HCC rights of way
standard (BS 5709:2006). Centrewire “Woodstock” medium mobility or equivalent.
Cut and lift
Cut, lift and remove arisings from wet meadow.
Cut in late June/early July (i.e. before seeds set) to reduce nutrient levels. Cut in dry
weather with dry ground conditions.
Remove all material.
Avoid areas where ground nesting birds are present, if any.
Combination interpretation & notice board
• Contractor to design and produce combination interpretation and notice
board.
• Interpretation panel to consist of an A1 (594mm x 840mm) board of text,
photographic images and a map with digital overlays with A2 notice board, in
style consistent with those on other TRDC sites (see picture below)
• Design to include hand drawn water colour illustrated oblique / 3D map
• Install sign at site entrance
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Example of combination interpretation & notice board
Pasture pump
A pasture pump is designed to retrieve water from the river for cattle to drink. The
animal operates the pump with its nose and the pump dispenses water into a bowl.

The pumps are available at agricultural suppliers for approximately £250.

Appendix 2
Policy and Strategy context
Policy Context
Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) Vision .
The overall vision of Three Rivers District Council is that ‘Three Rivers should remain
a prosperous, safe and healthy place where people want and are able to live and
work.’
TRDC Strategic Plan 2012 – 2015
The Council’s Strategic Plan brings together the high level, medium-term and longterm objectives which the Council considers its priorities for the District and focuses
on those areas where the Council has a lead role, or can play a key part in delivering
or influencing the outcomes. The management of the Local Nature Reserve (LNR) for
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example, contributes to some of the overarching themes within the Council’s
Strategic Plan namely: Safety and Wellbeing, Clean and Green, Economic
Opportunities and Customer Service. The full Strategic Plan can be viewed at:
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/StrategicPlan
TRDC Community Strategy
A significant strategy in relation to the Local Nature Reserve, the Community
Strategy has been developed by members of the Local Strategic Partnership in
Three Rivers.
The purpose of the strategy is to focus the attention of representatives from key
service providers (public, voluntary and private) on areas of local service provision
that need most improvement and that can be delivered through local partnership
working, the way TRDC, CMS, Natural England, the Friends and, in the future a
grazier, co-operate to manage the Withey Beds, for example.
The priorities identified in the strategy most relevant to the LNR include children and
young people’s wellbeing, health and disability, and in sustainability and reducing the
impact on the environment. Int this context it is important that the Withey Beds
management plan should aim to attract young people and the disabled to the site and
to promote the health benefits of exercise and contact with nature. The full
Community Strategy can be downloaded from:
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/LocalStrategicPartnership
Additional TRDC Policies
Further policies which are relevant to the Local Nature Reserve are:
Woodland Management Plan
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/WoodlandsManagementPlan
Community Safety Strategy
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/CommunitySafety
Procurement Strategy
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/CouncilPoliciesPlans
Safeguarding Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults Policy
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/CouncilPoliciesPlans
Value for Money Strategy
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/CouncilPoliciesPlans
Green Travel Plan
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/CouncilPoliciesPlans

Herts Health and Well Being Strategy highlights the link between people’s health
and their local environment calling for ‘healthy people in healthy communities’.
Natural England Accessible Green Space Standards have been established with
the aim of securing access to natural green space close to where people live. These
standards recommend that people living in towns and cities should have an
accessible natural green space of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300
metres (5 minutes walk) from their home; and at least one accessible 20 hectare site
within two kilometres of home.
Herts. Biodiversity Action Plan
Conservation management at the Withey Beds should contribute directly to the
objectives in the County Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) ‘A 50 Year Vision for the
Wildlife and Natural Habitats of Hertfordshire’. Produced in 1998 on behalf of the
Hertfordshire Environmental Forum by the Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife Trust,
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the BAP was Hertfordshire’s response to the national biodiversity planning process. It
identifies those species and habitats which are a conservation priority at a national
and/or local level and provides valuable information on the county’s natural assets. At
the Withey Beds, the BAP habitats include the chalk river, wet woodland, fen and
unimproved grassland.
The Withey Beds is also home to some nationally notable insects.
The County Biodiversity Action Plan can be viewed at:
http://www.hef.org.uk/nature/biodiversity_vision/index.htm
Colne Catchment Action Network Plan,
The network is comprised of representatives from the Environment Agency,
Groundwork South, the Chilterns Chalk Stream Project, Herts.& Middlesex Wildlife
Trust and other public and voluntary bodies.
The Withey Beds management plan re-iterates some of the network’s six principle
actions including: getting people involved in their local water bodies; and the creation
of wildlife corridors by habitat enhancement works. The plan is available at:
www.colneCAN.org

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) and Health and Safety
at Work Act (1974)
The safety of visitors and those working at the Withey Beds is paramount.
The TRDC Grounds Maintenance contract states that the Contractor has to nominate
a person to be responsible for health and safety matters (Section D19.3). Whilst on
premises owned or occupied by the Authority, the Contractor shall ensure that its
employees comply with the Authority’s general statement of safety policy and with
the lawful requirements of the Authority’s Safety Officer.
Section D19.3 of the Grounds Maintenance contract also states that the Contractor
shall provide its general statement of safety policy (having regard to the Authority’s
general statement of safety policy provided in accordance with this Condition D12)
which shall be supplied to the Authorised Officer within seven days of the
Commencement Date.
The Contract goes on to state that the Contractor shall provide adequate first-aid
provision in accordance with the statutory requirements and that sufficient staff are
trained in first-aid.
The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and associated Regulations require the
Council to provide, as far as is practicable, a safe and healthy workplace.
The Act also requires the Council, as an employer of more than five people, to
provide a written Health and Safety Policy to inform employees of the arrangements
that have been made to ensure their health, safety and welfare whilst at work. The
Health and Safety Executive is the enforcing authority for health and safety in local
authorities. As such they will monitor the Council's arrangements for health and
safety.
TRDC takes a very proactive approach to health and safety. To this end, not only are
all relevant posters and the like displayed clearly, all staff receive an updated copy of
the Health and Safety Policy and an updated copy of all the relevant risk
assessments, every year at the time of their annual appraisal. These
documents have to be signed for twice, once when they receive them and a second
time approximately two months later to say they have read and understood them.
TRDC runs an ongoing training programme that includes refresher training on all
aspects of their role. TRDC has a specific Manual Handling Assessment Checklist
which ensures all pertinent topics are covered. In addition to this all staff members
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have to complete a Health and Safety checklist during their first week of employment.
All pesticides are used according to their specific requirements and in line with the
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH 1998) and the Control of
Pesticides Regulations (1986) Acts. Non-residual pesticides are always preferred.
When pesticides are not in use they must be kept in a secure and identified purpose
built container.
Part 3, paragraph 12 of the Code of Practice for Suppliers of Pesticides (February
1990) which states "Pesticides should not be kept in a vehicle for any period
longer than 24 hours (except in the case of long distance haulage) unless the vehicle
meets the basic criteria set out in Part 2, paragraph 6 of the Code, i.e. BASIS store
requirement" must be complied with at all times.
Furthermore, TRDC holds all COSHH data cards and ensures that all staff are aware
of the dangers and all of the procedures that have to be followed. This helps ensure
employees and anyone else who might be affected by hazardous substances is
protected. All of the necessary assessments are carried out by an officer with
sufficient technical knowledge and utilising the health and safety information from the
manufacturer/supplier. Having assessed the risks, measures are then put in place to
prevent and/or control the risk.
TRDC has all relevant forms and information regarding reportable accidents, risk
assessments, first aiders, stress and corporate manslaughter.

Appendix 3
(Wildlife surveys.)
Wildlife Site Survey Report: Withey Beds
Site Ref:
District:
Surveyors:
Date of survey:

89/006
7.6
Site size (ha):
Three Rivers
TQ079940
Grid Ref:
J. Lowndes, C. Smith, C. Harflett, G. Everett, M. Harris, l. Gibson, R. Saunders
21/6/12
Weather: mixed
Duration: 6 hours

Geology:

Chalk
Bedrock:
ALLUVIUM - CLAY, SILT, SAND AND GRAVEL
Superficial
Deposits:
H.5.3 (Tall Herb Fen & Swamp)
Habitat: Fens, Mires, Swamp and
Marshes
Areas of Tall Fen are mixed with Tall Ruderal in patches of the site –
approximately 30% of site which totals 5 fen indicators (6 across the whole
site), so this meets H.5.3 – Tall herb fens and swamps (not NVC specific)

Original criteria:
Criteria met:

H.1.3.2 – wet woodland (not NVC community-specific) as Salix is the
predominant tree species. Note areas of woodland only about 30% of site.

Changes to
boundary?
New Site
Description:

Also the site meets H.6.1 – mosaic – wet and drier woodland, Tall Fen and
grassland
no

Alluvial site in the River Colne valley that supports a range of habitats including
tall herb alluvial swamp, damp grassland, some dry grassland areas, scrub,
scattered mature trees, wet woodland and a wide drainage ditch. The wet
woodland, developed on the former withey beds, is dominated by Crack Willow
(Salix fragilis) with Osier (S. viminalis) and other willows (Salix spp.). There are
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Compartment 1 –
wet woodland areas
onsite:

Compartment 2:
divided into 2 parts:

scattered mature trees of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior). A wide range of wetland plants have been recorded including Wild
Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Purple
Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Great Pond-sedge (Carex riparia), False Fox
Sedge (Carex otrubae) and Common Comfrey (Symphytum officinale). The site
is also important for birds and invertebrates with numerous dragonflies
recorded from the site plus nationally notable diptera. Wildlife Site criteria: Fen
and swamp indicators.
NW corner above entrance track is willow dominated. SW corner of site also
willow dominated.
Other main area of woodland lies between the 2 parallel drainage ditches. At
the eastern end is an area of reasonably diverse woodland which includes
Pedunculate Oak forming a few large standards. Some of these are dead or
dying possibly due to periods of waterlogging. There is also some mature Ash,
Alder and Goat, White and Crack willow. There are some shrubs including
hawthorn, elder and dog rose but many areas lack an understory. The field
layer comprises Nettle, White Comfrey, Creeping Buttercup, False-oat Grass,
Greater Willowherb, Creeping Thistle. There is some Purple Loosestrife,
Yellow Flag Iris, Meadowsweet, Hedge Woundwort and patches of Reed
Sweet-grass. It was dry underfoot despite being a period of extensive rainfall
and it appears the ground may be drying out. Towards the centre of area 1, the
woodland becomes more open and Reed Sweet-grass more extensive
(recorded under compartment 2b). The wood becomes denser again in the SE
corner where it is dominated by willow spp. This area is the former Withey
beds. The dense vegetation prevented a detailed survey but most of the trees
appear to be of similar age. The ground flora is similar to that further west. A lot
of fallen dead crack willow here.
The drains bordering the area are shaded by Crack Willow, Alder, Hawthorn
scrub and rank vegetation including Nettle, White Comfrey, Creeping Thistle,
Greater Willowherb.
2a (‘ PSIG grassland’ spp list) This is the drier grassland area, dominated by
False Oat-grass together with Cocksfoot, Yorkshire Fog, with Meadow Foxtail,
Soft Brome, Annual and Rough Meadow-grass. Herbs include large patches of
White Comfrey, Stinging Nettle, Cleavers, Broad-leaved Dock, Hedge
Bindweed but overall characterised by few herbs. There is one patch of
blackthorn scrub. The pillbox is managed as a bat roost. Overall <5% of the
sward composition is herbs, its very herb-poor. However anthills are plentiful in
this area.
2b (Tall Ruderal/Tall Fen vegetation – ‘TR/TF’) Patches of TR/TF vegetation
are scattered throughout the site in varied community proportions. This is
spread over the site with the same spp appearing throughout although in
different community proportions. Nettles, Thistles, White Comfrey, Reed
Canary-grass and Reed Sweet-grass, Cleavers, Creeping Thistle, Great
Willowherb, frequent in all areas of 2b.
The eastern end, south of the entrance track, is dominated by TR – nettles and
thistles, with Reed Sweet-grass and Reed Canary Grass still surviving below.
Lots of Cleavers and Water Chickweed throughout.
Mid North-western area a patch of TR/TF is dominated by Reed Canary Grass
and Reed Sweet Grass, Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa),
Meadowsweet, White Comfrey, Purple Loosestrife.
The south western end is dominated by Reed Canary-grass, White Comfrey,
Nettle, Teasels, Hogweed, Great Willowherb, Creeping Thistle, Red Campion,
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Track – grassland
and tall ruderal
species

Adjacent land

Fauna:

Bramble, some Greater Pond Sedge (Carex riparia) – described in the
management plan as formerly disturbed.
Also at the eastern end but north of the entrance track, is an area dominated by
Reed Sweet Grass, with Purple Loosestrife, Redshank, Clustered Dock, Yellow
Flag Iris, Bittersweet, Note there is a draw-down pond in this section, which was
mostly dry at the end of the summer, but 2 species of dragonfly were hunting
and mating here.
The track contained a diverse range of species but few indicators – suggesting
a poor semi-improved neutral sward which suffers much trampling and with
high nutrients. Species include plentiful False Oat-grass and Cocksfoot in the
longer edges, with Bramble, White Comfrey, Ground Elder, Creeping Bent,
Bindweeds, Teasel, Tufted Hair-grass, Cocksfoot, Red Fescue, Perennial Rye
Grass, Black Medick, Red Bartsia, Ribwort and Greater Plantain, Rough
Meadow-grass, Coltsfoot, Common Vetch, Creeping Jenny.
N. of River Colne (N of the site), wet broad-leaved woodland with willow and
alder spp. The river has Water Lily and Reedmace. The banks are scrubby
with Crack Willow, Bramble, Hawthorn, Greater Willowherb.
The railway embankment is to the East is covered with young trees including
Elder, Ash and Sycamore. To the south there appears to be scrub and
secondary woodland extending south of the drain where is adjoins urban
gardens and school playing fields.
To the east is the A 4145 and beyond is tall fen with ruderal vegetation similar
to area 2b on the site (WS 89/007 Hampton Hall Meadows)
Blackbird, Robin, no water birds seen except an overflying
heron, Green Woodpeckers, Ring Necked Parakeet.
Mammals:
Muntjac deer
Invertebrates Bumble Bees, Honeybees, Common Carder Bee, Red Admiral,
Southern Hawker, Common Darter.
Details unknown

Birds:

Current
Management:
Recommended
Management:

Areas which are dominated by False Oat-grass and Yorkshire fog grass need to
be cut in June/July to weaken these grasses.
There is lots of Comfrey and Nettle around the site suggesting that it is suffering
from nutrient enrichment probably being carried there in the water seepages.
These species need to be cut and lifted, and areas of comfrey cleared may
allow for other species to increase frequency.
Woodland structural assessment

Attributes

Targets for positive condition

comments

Structure and
natural
processes

UNDERSTOREY (2-5m) present over at least 20%
No. Few young Willow spp. Elder,
of total stand area (NB: Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
Rowan and Hawthorn. Much of
and Oak (Quercus) woods often have sparse shrub woodland is similar age.
layer)
CANOPY COVER present over 30-90% of stand
Approx. 30% but denser (60-90%) in SE,
area (Coppiced stands have lower canopy cover)
SW and NW corners of site
AGE CLASSES - at least three, spread
No, some mature standard Oaks but little few
across the average life expectancy of the
younger trees; Ash, middle growth but few young
commonest trees
trees; Willow spp. – mainly middle growth
OLD GROWTH FEATURES: Some areas of relatively
Few mature standard oaks in area
undisturbed mature/old growth stands or a scatter of
1 dead or dying
large trees allowed to grow to over maturity/death on site
(e.g. min of 10% of the woodland or 5-10 trees/hectare
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Regeneration

Composition:
trees and
shrubs

FALLEN DEAD: A minimum of 3 fallen lying trees
>20cm diameter per ha and 4 trees per ha
allowed to die standing
Signs of seedlings and saplings growth? –
describe age classes and density
No more than 20% of areas regenerated by
planting as opposed to natural regeneration?
Are the new plantings all with natives?

Yes, large amount of fallen wood
especially willow in area 1.

At least 95% of cover in any one layer of site
native or acceptably naturalised species

Yes

Death/destruction of native woodland species
through effects of deer/squirrels or other external
unnatural factors (e.g fires/flytipping etc) not more
than 10% by number of trees? Or not more than
10% of total area?

Yes
Oaks standards may be dying due to
waterlogging?

Few seedlings or sapling growth
Yes
Yes
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Species List

Scientific Name
Achillea millefolium

Common Name

WS inds
(*/a/n/c/w/f) &
neg inds ('-')

wet
woodland

2a dry
grassland

2b
TR/TF

Track

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

+

Yarrow

Aegopodium podagraria

Ground Elder

+

Alnus glutinosa

Alder, Common

R

Alopecurus pratensis

Foxtail, Meadow

Angelica sylvestris

Angelica

f/w

R

- c/n/w

+
R

R

R

R

+

+

+

O

O

+

Parsley, Cow

Arctium lappa

Burdock, Greater

Agrostis stolonifera

Bent, Creeping

Arrhenatherum elatius

Oat-grass, False

Artemisia vulgaris

Mugwort

+

R

Atriplex patula

Orache, Common

+

+

Bellis perennis

Daisy

+

+

Bromopsis ramosa

Brome, Hairy

+

+

- a/c

+

A

*

+

-n

+

R

R

R

Bromus hordeaceus

Brome, Soft

Calystegia sepium

Hedge Bindweed

Calystegia silvatica

Bindweed, Large

Carduus crispus

Thistle, Welted

+

Carex otrubae

Sedge, False Fox

+

Carex remota

Sedge, Remote

+

Carex riparia

Sedge, Greater Pond

+

Carex pendula

Sedge, Pendulous

*

R

x
+

Thistle, Creeping

- a/c/n/w

R

O

R

Cirsium vulgare

Thistle, Spear

- a/c/n/w

+

R

R

Cornus sanguinea

Dogwood

+

Crataegus monogyna

Hawthorn

R

Crepis capillaris

Hawk’s-beard, Smooth

Dactylis glomerata

Cocksfoot

Deschampsia cespitosa

Hair-grass, Tufted

- a/c/n/w
- n/w
R

Elytrigia repens

Couch, Common

Epilobium hirsutum

Willowherb, Great

R

Epilobium tetragonum

Willowherb, Sq-stemmed

+

Equisetum arvense

Horsetail, Field

-n

Equisetum palustre

Horsetail, Marsh

f/w

Eupatorium cannabinum

Agrimony, Hemp

f

Festuca rubra agg.

Fescue, Red (family)

Ash

+

O

Teasel

Goat's-rue

+

+

Dipsacus fullonum

Fraxinus excelsior

+

-a

Mouse-ear, Common

Meadowsweet

R

R

Cirsium arvense

Galega officinalis

R

R

Cerastium fontanum

Filipendula ulmaria

x

+

Anthriscus sylvestris

- a/c/n/w

all
inds

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

+

+

O

O

+
+
+
+

f/w

R

R
R

x
R

R
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no of
comps
total

2
2
1
2
4
1
2
2
4
2
2
2
2
2
3
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
4
3
1
2
1
3
2
4
2
3
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1

Scientific Name
Galium aparine

Common Name
Cleavers

WS inds
(*/a/n/c/w/f) &
neg inds ('-')

- c/n

wet
woodland

2a dry
grassland

2b
TR/TF

Track

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

O

+

O

Geranium dissectum

Cranesbill, Cut-leaved

R

Geranium molle

Cranesbill, Dove’s-foot

+

Geranium robertianum

Herb Robert

+

Glechoma hederacea

Ground Ivy

Glyceria maxima

Sweet-grass, Reed

Hedera helix

Ivy

Heracleum sphondylium

Hogweed

Holcus lanatus

Yorkshire Fog

+

R

-w

+
A

+

- a/c/n/w

R

R

R

R

O

R

+

+

+

Humulus lupulus

Hop

Hypochaeris radicata

Cat’s-ear, Common

Iris pseudacorus

Iris, Yellow flag

Juncus bufonius

Rush, Toad

Juncus effusus

Rush, Soft

+

Juncus inflexus

Rush, Hard

+

Lapsana communis

Nipplewort

Lolium perenne

Rye-grass, Perennial

Lotus pedunculatus

+
R
+

+
- a/c/n/w

+

R

Bird's-foot Trefoil, Greater
R

R

O

+

R

x

R

x
x

R

Lycopus europaeus

Gipsywort

Lysimachia nummularia

Creeping Jenny

w

Lythrum salicaria

Loosestrife, Purple

f

Malus pumila

Apple, domestic*

Malva sylvestris

Mallow, Common

+

Medicago lupulina

Medick, Black

R

Mentha aquatica

Mint, Water

+

R

+

R
+

R

Mentha suaveolens

Mint, Round-leaved

Myosotis arvensis

Forget-me-not, Field

+

Myosoton aquaticum

Chickweed, Water

R

Odontites vernus

Bartsia, Red

Salix viminalis

Willow, Osier

Pentaglottis sempervirens

Alkanet, Green

Persicaria maculosa

Redshank

Phalaris arundinacea

Canary-grass, Reed

Phleum bertolonii

Catstail, Smaller

Picris echioides

Oxtongue, Bristly

Pinus sylvestris

Pine, Scots*

Plantago lanceolata

Plantain, Ribwort

Plantago major

Plantain, Greater

Poa annua

Meadow-grass, Annual

Poa trivialis

Meadow-grass, Rough

Potentilla anglica x reptans =
P. x mixta
Potentilla reptans

Cinquefoil, Hybrid
Cinquefoil, Creeping

all
inds

+

R
R
+
+
f

F

x

R
+
+
R
- a/c/n

R
R

-w

R

R

R

+

+

x
R
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no of
comps
total

3
1
1
1
3
1
1
3
4
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
2
1

Scientific Name
Prunella vulgaris

Common Name

WS inds
(*/a/n/c/w/f) &
neg inds ('-')

wet
woodland

2a dry
grassland

2b
TR/TF

Track

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

R

Selfheal
R

Quercus robur

Oak, Pedunculate

Ranunculus acris

Buttercup, Meadow

n

Ranunculus repens

Buttercup, Creeping

-w

Rhamnus cathartica

Buckthorn

Rosa arvensis

Rose, Field

Rosa canina agg

Rose, Dog

R

Rubus fruticosus agg.

Bramble

R

Rumex conglomeratus

Dock, Clustered

R

+

R

R

+

Rumex obtusifolius

Dock, Broad-leaved

- c/n/w

Salix alba

Willow, White

R

Salix fragilis

Willow, Crack

O

Salix caprea

Willow, Goat

R

Salix lucida

Willow, Shining

+

Salix viminalis

Willow, Osier

+

Sambucus nigra

Elder

+
R

R

Dock, Curled

+
+

+

R

+

R

R
n

+

- a/c/n

+

Senecio jacobaea

Ragwort, Common

Silene dioica

Campion, Red

+

Solanum dulcamara

Bittersweet

+

Sonchus asper

Sow-thistle, Prickly

+

Sonchus oleraceus

Sow-thistle, Smooth

+

Sorbus aucuparia

Rowan / Mountain Ash

Stachys palustris

Woundwort, Marsh

Stachys sylvatica

x
R

+

Rumex crispus

Fescue, Meadow

+

+

- c/n/w

Schedonorus pratensis

all
inds

x
+

R
+
+

+
R
R

Woundwort, Hedge

+

+

no of
comps
total

1
1
2
4
1
1
3
2
2
2
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
3

+

Symphytum officinale x
asperum = S. x uplandicum
Symphytum orientale

Comfrey, Russian*

Taraxacum officinale agg.

Dandelion family

Torilis japonica

Parsley, Upright Hedge

+

Trifolium dubium

Trefoil, Lesser

+

Trifolium pratense var.
pratense
Trifolium repens

Clover, Red (native)

Tussilago farfara

Colt's-foot

Ulmus glabra

Elm, Wych

F

Comfrey, White

Clover White

Urtica dioica

Nettle, Stinging

Urtica dioica ssp. galeopsifolia

Nettle, Stingless

Veronica chamaedrys

Speedwell, Germander

Vicia hirsuta

Tare, Hairy

Vicia sativa

Vetch, Common

Vicia sepium

Vetch, Bush

R

F

1
4
2
1
1

R

+

+

c/n

+

- a/c/n/w

+

x
+
*

+

- a/c/n/w

F

R

x
+

O

+

O
c/n

+
+
+

R
+
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x

1
1
2
1
4
1
1
1
2
1

Scientific Name
*=planted/introduced/escape

WS inds
(*/a/n/c/w/f) &

Common Name
neg inds ('-')
per compartment totals:

wet
woodland

2a dry
grassland

2b
TR/TF

Track

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR

DAFOR
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Invertebrates
Four invertebrates of high national importance including:
• The oak jewel beetle The larva of Agrilus biguttatus develops exclusively in
different species of oak. After hatching the beetles feed on the oak foliage in
the crowns of the trees
• A soldier fly
• A solitary bee
• Roesel’s bush cricket: Vegetation structure and species both influence bush
cricket distribution. Grass length is one of the key structural factors, as shorter
grasses leave the bush crickets more at risk from predation and
environmental disturbance, whereas longer grasses block out light. The
height of grassland is also important in song propagation, and a higher
position for stridulation is essential for many bush crickets as grasslands have
a hampering effect on noise.[9] Sward height preferences change depending
on the time of year.[10]Unfortunately, Roesel’s bush-crickets have a preference
for ungrazed grasses, with tall swards, which are a component of its diet.[4][10]
Other parts of their diet are grass seeds and smaller insects.[5] They also have
a preference for humidity, and thus require grasslands which remain
reasonably undisturbed.[3]
Records of dragonflies include: Southern Hawker and Common Darter.

Bats:
The local bat group have carried out a survey of the grounds of the adjacent
Merchant Taylors School and identified five species of bat including Pipistrelle,
Brown long-eared, Noctule, Serotine and Daubentons.
Birds
From Anna Marrett April 2014:
Barn Owl
Black headed Gull
Blackbird
Blackcap
Blue Tit
Bullfinch
Buzzard
Canada Goose
Carrion Crow
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff
Coot
Cormorant
Cuckoo
Dunnock
Fieldfare
Gadwall
Garden Warbler
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all
inds

no of
comps
total

Goldcrest
Goldfinch
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Great Tit
Greenfinch
Green Sandpiper
Green Woodpecker
Grey Heron
Herring Gull
Jackdaw
Jay
Kestrel
Kingfisher
Lesser Black backed Gull
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Little Egret
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mandarin duck
Mistle Thrush
Moorhen
Mute Swan
Nuthatch
Pheasant
Pied Wagtail
Red Kite
Redwing
Redpoll
Reed Bunting
Reed Warbler
Ring necked Parakeet
Robin
Sedge Warbler
Shoveler
Siskin
Snipe
Song Thrush
Sparrowhawk
Starling
Stock Dove
Swallow
Swift
Tawny Owl
Teal
Treecreeper
Water Rail
Whitethroat
Willow Warbler
Woodcock
Woodpigeon
Wren
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Appendix 4 site risk assessment
RISK ASSESSMENT

Date of last
assessment:

September
2011

October
2012

Assessment review
date:

October
2012

October
2013

Date of assessment: 30/10/13

Assessment carried
out by:

Kay
FitzGerald

Activity/Situation/Substance: General on-site risks

Signed:

Site Location: The Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve, Rickmansworth

Ref.:
No
1

2

HAZARD

RISK(S)

PERSON
EXPOSED
TO RISK
All

CURRENT CONTROLS

H

Vegetation, including

Cuts, scratches, including

standing dead wood

injury to eyes.

worn as necessary.

Physical injury through

Avoid working beneath standing dead wood.

crushing

Do not work in extreme weather conditions.

Ground conditions – uneven
paths, steep banks etc.

Trips and falls

All

CURRENT
RISK

Protective clothing, such as gloves and safety glasses to be

Wear suitable footwear.

M

L

FURTHER ACTION
REQUIRED
Yes

No

×

×

×

×

Be aware of inherent trip hazards.
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3

Vehicle Access

Vehicle collision and injury

All

Use hazard warning signs and high visibility jackets as

×

×

×

×

×

×

×

×

×

×

necessary.
4

Tetanus, Leptospirosis

Severe illness, even death

All

(Weils Disease)

Make participants aware of risks at start of activity.
Advise to seek medical help if any symptoms arise (the
doctor should be informed of recent activity).
Wash hands before eating, drinking or smoking.
Cover any broken skin before starting activity.
Promptly wash and cover any cuts.
Advise participants to have tetanus inoculation.

5

Inclement Weather – hot,

Hypothermia,

All

Wear suitable clothing that protects from the elements such

cold, wet, dry, etc

hyperthermia, sunburn,

as hats and waterproofs.

dehydration

Apply sunblock to any areas of exposed skin.
Drink water as necessary.
Cancel activity in the event of heavy rain or if people are
obviously unprepared for the conditions.

6

Litter

Minor cuts, potential

All

infections
7

Bees, Wasps, Hornets,
Mosquitoes, etc

Bites and stings

Avoid contact with bare hands – use gloves and/or litter
pickers.

All

Avoid such creatures where possible.
Be aware if any individuals present suffer from major allergic
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reactions and the potential for anaphylactic shock.
8

Dog mess

Disease

All

×

Avoid dog mess where possible.

×

Wash hands as necessary.
9

Pond, River and Ditches –

Drowning, hypothermia,

All

Avoid working alone in the vicinity if practicable.

standing and moving water

toxic substances such as

Do not enter the water if alone on site.

blue-green algae

Assess water depth in working area.

×

×

×

×

Wear appropriate protective clothing.
Wash skin immediately if contact made with water.
10

Flooding

Drowning, hypothermia

All

Avoid working alone in the vicinity if practicable.
Assess water depth/conditions if working in flooded area.
Wear appropriate protective clothing.
Do not work in area if there is no distinction between waters
edge and land.
Wash skin immediately if contact made with water.

11

Lone working

Attack, fear of attack

All

Avoid lone visits where practicable.

×

×

Inform colleagues of location.
Carry mobile phone/personal alarm.
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What can you find?
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