Three Rivers District Play Strategy 2008-2013

Play is essential to children's
happiness, health and development.
By providing exciting and high
quality play opportunities for children
we are investing in our future and
helping to shape a better
community.
The Strategy has been developed in
consultation with the children of
Three Rivers and their families. The
rights, needs and aspirations of
these young people have now been
included in the action plan of the
Strategy. This marks the way forward.
This Three Rivers District Play Strategy embraces 'free play',
which is free to all, inclusive for all and is freely accessible.
Through the next five years we will strive to bring new play
opportunities to local children and continue to improve existing
facilities. The importance of providing a wide range of play
opportunities continues and this includes parks and open
spaces, pre-school groups, nurseries, playschemes,
Children's Centres, skateboarding areas and youth groups.
As the District Council's Youth Champion and Leader of the
Council I fully support the Strategy. I am determined to work
with key partners to ensure that children have excellent play
experiences in Three Rivers and carry the benefits through to
adulthood.

Ann Shaw OBE
Leader of the Three Rivers District Council
and the Council's Youth Champion
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Executive Summary
Objectives and methodology
The Play Strategy has been written to guide future services
and providers in play for children aged 0 to 19 years in Three
Rivers. As the current Play Plan (2002 - 2007) has been
fulfilled, this new Strategy will involve all the agencies in
delivering play locally and create a shared platform to embed
play and its value into everyday services.
The purpose of the strategy is to ensure that more children
and young people can play freely in the outdoors close to their
homes and have a freedom of choice in play.
The Strategy has been informed by children and young people
through targeted focus groups, questionnaires, artwork, oneto-one interviews, photo fieldwork and friendship pairs, so that
the action plan reflects the aspirations of our community and
service providers.
Structure of the strategy
The strategy is structured as follows:
Section 1: Introduction. This section provides details on the
parameters of the work included in the strategy and examines
the definition of play. It concludes by stating that the strategy
will adopt the meaning and three guiding principles of play as
'freely chosen, free to all and freely accessible'.
Section 2: The Case for Play. This section provides the
foundations for the value of enhancing play services for
children. It details the ten core principles and values about
children and play, based on the UN Convention Rights of the
Child. The section states that through play, the child can gain
in physical, cognitive, social, intellectual, cultural, emotional
and psychological development leading to a healthier
individual.
Section 3: Context. This section argues that play should
not be viewed in isolation but has a place in delivering a
variety of national and local strategic agendas. A brief outline
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of some of the national and local documents, policies and
guidance papers which actively promote or acknowledge play
are detailed in the section. Section 3 demonstrates how play
can contribute to a number of disciplines such as health,
physical activity, social interaction, community cohesion, safety
and sustainability. Play can enhance the usage of public open
space and woodlands, and improve the quality of local
residential developments. The section also provides a profile of
the community.
Section 4: Review of Community Engagement. This section
presents the methodology and findings of the public
consultation commissioned for the strategy. It details the
varieties of research and methods used and the target groups
for the focused qualitative consultation. It summarises the
wishes of young people and their carers. It highlights the
perceived barriers to play, gaps and improvements, views on
involvement in decision making and areas that need
improvement. The results reinforce a number of assumptions
in the barriers to children playing and substantiates that
children wish to use their free time in the outdoors to meet
and play with friends, undertake fun activities which provide
opportunities to learn new skills, which are challenging and
contain elements of risk and danger.
Section 5: Local Provision Examined. This section offers an
audit to document provision in play services across the
district. The Audit Methodology uses the typology from Play
England and includes 3 specific categories of spaces and
facilities: Type A: Doorstep spaces and facilities: Type B:
Neighbourhood spaces and facilities: Type C: Local spaces
and facilities for play.
This section concludes that the district is currently well served
with opportunities and that the Council has made the decision
to target resources and BIG Lottery funding to enhance usage
by children in key areas of the district. Activities that address
the needs identified by children during the consultation will be
given priority, particularly targeting informal supervision of open
spaces and support for children with disabilities and other
needs.

Section 6: Play Policy Statements. This section reviews the
evidence and views presented from children and young
people, elected Members and key partners by a series of
focus groups, workshops and meetings. These policy
statements form the basis upon which the action plan is
developed and implemented.
This section also reviews links to wider strategic documents
and cross references the five objectives specified in Every
Child Matters ('Being Healthy', 'Staying Safe', 'Enjoying and
Achieving', 'Making a Positive Contribution' and 'Economic
Well-being') against local and national agendas.
Section 7: Local Standards. This section provides an
assessment of the quality of current provision within Three
Rivers. Alongside quality measures, there are also some
examples of good practice across the district. These include
investment in local children's play areas and informal meeting
places, children and young people involved in design and
choices of play equipment, working with the Council planning
authority in the provision of children's play areas, innovative
design of parks and public open spaces as play friendly
environments.
Section 8: Action Plan. The Action Plan gives detail to the
planned work to fulfil the following four areas; Play
Infrastructure, Access to Play, Delivery of Play Opportunities
and Measuring Success. The 26 actions aim to increase and
introduce innovation in providing quality play opportunities.
The actions further support the delivery of the Every Child
Matters outcomes with commitment from the variety of
professional childcare organisations.
Section 9: Monitoring and Evaluation. This Section details
how the five-year play strategy will be monitored during its
lifetime. It details the action, project, lead body, SMART
targets, methods of evaluation, timescales and resources.

Section One: Introduction
Purpose of the Strategy
The Three Rivers Play Strategy will review the opportunities for
play in the district and identify what action needs to be taken
to improve play for children aged 0 to 19 years by 2013.
The intention is to provide a vision for play which allows freely
chosen activity accessible to children primarily within Three
Rivers. The strategy will provide a framework for implementing
and demonstrating a joint commitment to play and will show
that play makes a difference to children's lives. The action
plan within the document will reflect new planning guidance,
current policies and proposed outcomes, as well as initiatives
which will improve the quality and quantity of play
opportunities for children.
The current Play Plan (2002 - 2007) has now been achieved,
creating the need for a new Play Strategy to be developed for
the future. This document will bring together the agencies
charged with delivering play opportunities in Three Rivers to
share a cohesive agenda and to formulate new action plans
for the next five years.
Scope of the Strategy
The definition of play can be complex and this is discussed in
section two of the strategy. It is therefore important to state
that the Strategy will resist the temptation to consider leisure
and sport within its scope but, instead, it will concentrate on
promoting opportunities for children to have access to free
play and to uphold their right to play in their neighbourhoods.
Play must be accessible, welcoming and engaging for all
children including those with disabilities, specific needs and
wishes. Issues which have been highlighted as having
significance to children but are beyond the scope of the
Strategy, for example access to a multi-plex cinema, will be
shared with the relevant providers for their consideration and
action.
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The Strategy will address planning for play and will document
how this will be achieved. It will also identify barriers to play
from both the child and the adult perspective and consider
solutions to the issues that have been raised through the
consultation process.
In summary, the Three Rivers Play Strategy will provide a fiveyear framework to maximise the quality of play opportunities
for young people. It will follow the principles of freely chosen,
free to all and freely accessible opportunities and will embrace
the agenda of Every Child Matters. It will create a platform for
agencies to work together to share and deliver their
aspirations and those of the young people.
Outline of Content

Play is defined by the playwork profession as behaviour which
is 'freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically motivated
i.e. performed for no external goal or reward'. (Bob Hughes
and Frank King cited in Best Play 2002).
Expanding on this definition and the three vital components
of play:
u Freely chosen - that children choose WHAT they do,
themselves.
u Personally Directed - that children choose HOW they do
something.

This document provides a structure for existing and future
action in the District. It aims to influence work programmes
and funding opportunities and provides a comprehensive
approach to play development. It demonstrates that play is a
cross-cutting theme which influences many agendas and
should be considered seriously as a method to assist in the
achievement of wide-ranging organisational targets.

Intrinsically motivated - that children choose WHY they do
something.

Following the purpose and scope, the strategy examines the
definitions of play, details the links with other agendas and
makes a case for play. It documents the public play
consultation process and findings and details the results of the
audit analysis on play provision. This analysis has enabled an
action plan to be developed which details the steps being
made to ensure improved play provision across the district. It
states the timeline and resources needed to meet this plan
and demonstrates how the progress will be monitored. There
is an evaluation plan, which details the desired outcomes,
benchmarks, indicators and review procedures in place to
deliver the action plan.

Essentially both of these definitions are giving the same
message about freedom of choice to play in all its dimensions.

Throughout the document reference is made to good practice
within the district, with particular mention of the Council's
work in delivering high quality play provision. In a number of
cases this is in partnership with other local organisations.
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Definition of Play

u

Getting Serious About Play defines play as:
'What children and young people do when they follow their
own ideas, in their own way and for their own reasons.'

The children of Three Rivers define play as fun “when they can
learn a new skill and the activities are challenging, exciting and
involve an element of discovery, danger and risk.”
This strategy for Three Rivers will adopt the three principles of
'freely chosen, free to all and freely accessible'.
Inclusive Play
The strategy and action plan will ensure that all children will be
included in play and will target resources at groups of children
who have more barriers to overcome in order to be able to
play. Children from different cultures, children with disabilities,
children with caring responsibilities, children in care etc. will be
given opportunities to play.

Section Two: A Case for Play
Value and Significance of Play for Children
After many years where the importance of play has not been
fully recognised, the Play Sector is now coming of age. Adrian
Voce is Director of Play England comments that play has been
too easily considered trivial. Compared to the adult led
services, play provision has often been the casualty of a
mindset which views children as adults-in-waiting,
acknowledged primarily as the means to an end, to enhance
education or improve health. It seems that we are at last
recognising the value of play for its own sake, as an essential
part of the enjoyment of childhood.
Play has attracted many definitions and descriptions especially
as its complexity and importance become increasingly
debated. It is widely accepted that play can be fun or serious.
The benefits of play for children can not be underestimated
and can include; increased self-esteem, confidence and
learning and encourages healthy living through physical
activity. By playing, children learn and develop as individuals
and as members of the community.
Playworkers supported by the National Strategy for Playwork
Education and Training (cited in Best Play [2000]) have
developed ten core principles and values about children and
play, based on the UN Convention Rights of the Child (cited in
Best Play [2000]). These are:Children's views

ensure that all children have access to rich, stimulating
environments which are free from unacceptable risk and
thereby offer children the opportunity to explore both
themselves and the world, through their freely chosen play
activity.
Freedom to play
Children's freedom to play and children's sense of freedom,
needs to be preserved. Many pressures increasingly dominate
the lives of children in the UK. Public fears about safety,
including the threat from traffic and from other people, lead
many parents to restrict their children's freedom to play and to
get around on their own. Commercial interests intrude into
children's lives through targeted marketing and advertising
campaigns. Educational policies and practice take a
curriculum-centred approach which places increasing
demands on children's time and energies, impacting upon
their free time.
Equal entitlement and inclusion
Every child, irrespective of gender, background, cultural or
racial origin, sexuality, faith or religious belief, individual ability,
health status, household income or family make up, will have
equal access to good play opportunities.
Respect for children
Children should feel confident that the adults involved in play
welcome and value them as individuals.

Children are active in the formation and determination of their
own social lives. This has implications for playwork and for the
development of better play provision. The voice of the child,
children's opinions and reactions, should be taken into
account to the maximum degree consistent with health, safety
and respect for the needs of others.

Children's ability

Access to rich, stimulating environments

Play for its own sake

There is a poverty of play opportunities in the general
environment and it is the responsibility of the community to

As the definition states, play is intrinsically motivated. Hence
there should be no task or product required of the play by

To be in control of the play activity is crucial to children. It
enriches their experience and enhances their learning and
development. Adults need to recognise that play is something
children do very well on their own.
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those not engaged in it. However, adults may need to support
children in creating and determining their own goals and
outcomes.
The importance of risk
Play is a key element in children learning to appreciate, assess
and take calculated risks, which is fundamental to the
development of confidence and abilities in childhood. Children
seek out opportunities for risk taking and it is the responsibility
of play provision to respond with exciting and stimulating
environments that balance risks appropriately.
Providing controlled environments in which they can learn
about risk helps them to explore limits, venture into new
experiences and develop their capacities. Exposure to the risk
of injury and experience of actual minor injuries can have a
positive role in child development. It gives them experience of
the consequences of their actions and choices and, through
this, an understanding of the extent of their abilities and
competences.
Play Safety Forum, 2002 Summary
position statement
Children need and want to take risks when they play. Play
provision aims to respond to these needs and wishes by
offering children stimulating, challenging environments for
exploring and developing their abilities. In doing this, play
provision aims to manage the level of risk so that children are
not exposed to unacceptable risks of death or serious injury.
From Managing Risk in Play provision, Play Safety Forum,
2002
The adult role in play
Whereas children may play without encouragement or help,
adults can significantly enable play and enhance the
opportunities for a child to play creatively, through the
provision of an appropriate human and physical environment.
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Adult responsiveness
Children can sometimes unleash powerful feelings in
themselves or in their companions through their play. The
process often has valuable cathartic or therapeutic effects but
can also be disturbing. Children are entitled to expect that
adults involved in play provision will understand and be
responsive to cues that they may be in need of comfort or
reassurance as a result of their play.
These values and principles are widely adopted and
supported by lead bodies involved in play but what role does
play have for our children? How does improving and investing
in play benefit them?
The benefits are vast and largely fall into two main categories,
'Play and Learning' and 'Play, Health and Well-being'.
The Contribution Play Makes to Wider Agendas
Play and Learning
Play provides an opportunity to test boundaries and explore
risk. Through the sheer enjoyment of play a child has the
potential to unlock the social skills which they will use
throughout life. Play teaches a child how to get along with
friends, to learn about themselves and how they fit into the
world. It is through play that much of children's early learning
is achieved and that a child can have the opportunity to enjoy
freedom, and exercise choice and control over their actions.
Using play can develop confidence in themselves and their
ability to learn. It can assist in acquiring appropriate social
skills and in becoming self directed. Evidence shows that
children who have a degree of these attributes are ready to
engage in the kind of play that enables significant growth in
knowledge and understanding.
The benefits of play contribute to the five outcomes detailed in
the Government's Every Child Matters 2004. The paper is
built on five key outcomes, being healthy, staying safe,
enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and
achieving economic well-being.

Through play, the child can gain in physical, cognitive, social,
intellectual, cultural, emotional and psychological development
leading to a healthier individual (SPICE). Through good play
provision children learn about risk taking and about decision
making. The fundamental principle of play is for enjoyment
and it enhances that individual's quality of life as does the
sense of achievement which can be gained through sound
play opportunities. Play can provide avenues for children to
make a positive contribution to their environment and their
play provision. This exposure can ultimately lead to greater
citizenship. Good play opportunities lead to economic
prosperity through encouraging jobs, allowing parents to work
and promoting community cohesion and safety.
Play, Health and Well-being
When children play freely outdoors, it benefits their physical,
social and emotional health. There is increasing evidence to
show that play is a way of being active which can support and
promote good mental and physical health. Typically there is
physical activity involved in most play which includes exercise,
promotes physical co-ordination and develops skills for the
growing child. Most children play instinctively whenever they
are given the chance. If play environments can be made
stimulating and challenging the physical benefits can only be
improved. This in turn can help address the increasing
concerns about childhood obesity and its associated issues.
Poor nutrition, increased screen time (tv/computers), poor
school playing facilities and a lack of good quality playgrounds
have contributed to the decline in the good health of children.
The reversal of these patterns is being addressed through the
Government's White Paper on Choosing Health (2004) which
aims to support development of a healthy framework for life.
Jeanette Fich Jespersen, International Manager of KOMPAN
notes that, by increasing the areas with free access to free
play activity and non-prescriptive play, we offer our children
the possibility of being physically active without having to
compete and be instructed. Furthermore, we stimulate their
creativity, their social abilities and their self-esteem this way.
Playgrounds are frameworks for health as well as for life skills.

Significant research has been conducted around the absence
of play and the effects on children, all of which are detrimental
to the personal growth and development of the child. The
Children's Play Information Service comments on its Play and
Health Factsheet that the psychological effects of physical
activity include enhanced psychological well-being, reduced
symptoms of depression and anxiety and increased selfesteem (Mulvihill, 2000 cited by the Children's Play Council).
In addition, it is suggested that involvement in physical activity
is a protective factor against stress, depression and risk-taking
behaviours such as drug use (Ferron, et al 1999 sited by the
Children's Play Council). Physical activity for children is also
beneficial to joints, muscles, bone strength and flexibility
especially during early years (Chief Medical Officers Report
2004).
Given these messages it makes fundamental sense to invest
in play opportunities for children. Through a well-planned Play
Strategy it is possible to offer environments and services
which can provide benefits for both the physical and
psychological well-being of children. By providing good
quality play we are working towards ensuring happy children
today and healthy adults tomorrow.

New play area at Bedmond

Strategic Context
Play should not be viewed in isolation but has a place in a
variety of national and local strategic agendas. Its flexibility
contributes to a number of disciplines such as health, physical
activity, social interaction, community cohesion, use of open
space and woodlands, planning developments which consider
play space, roads and 'Section 106' developments.
In reality, how does play do this? A brief outline of some of
the national and local documents, policies and guidance
papers which actively promote or acknowledge play are
detailed in the next section.
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Section Three: Context
National Picture
Time for Play is written by the Department for Culture Media
and Sport (DCMS) and is the Government's commitment to
encourage the promotion of greater play opportunities for
children and young people. It provides a suggested structure
for children's services in England, encompassing; The Children
Act 2004, Every Child Matters, Children's Trusts, Sure Start
Children's Centres, Birth to Three Matters, Extended Schools,
Building Schools for the Future and Youth Matters.
Every Child Matters: Change for Children Programme
documents the Government's (2004) approach to the wellbeing of children and young people. It is built on five key
outcomes: being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving,
making a positive contribution, and achieving economic wellbeing. Section six details the contribution play makes to the
ECM outcomes.
Extended Schools is a Government scheme highlighted in
Every Child Matters aimed to provide access to extended
services including a wide range of developmental and fun
activities. This can include play. It aims to meet the needs of
the children in their local community, improve their all round
well being and their educational achievement.
Getting Serious About Play is a national strategy developed by
DCMS to identify neighbourhoods and communities with most
need and least high-quality play facilities in England. The
Government pledged that £200 million of National Lottery
money is earmarked for new and improved children's play
facilities. Local Authorities in England are invited to bid for
their funding allocation (minimum £200,000) following the
completion of a Play Strategy which identifies local need.
Play England was launched in 2006 to support the
infrastructure, the development and sustainability of Play
Strategies being written by local authorities across the country.
They offer a national voice and regional support for play
services.
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Living East Cultural Strategy - 'A Better Life' is published by
Living East, the cultural consortium for the East of England. It
is the second cultural strategy for the region and includes
three broad areas in which culture contributes to society,
themed under prosperity, places and people. Children's play,
playgrounds and play activities are identified under their
definition of culture.
Forestry Commission - 'Growing Adventure' is a report about
how play should feature in all woodlands managed by the
Forestry Commission. It identifies the importance of outdoor
and nature play and encourages good practice within this
environment, focusing on three key areas, nature play spaces,
environmental play programmes and independent play in
woodlands.
Choosing Activity: A Physical Activity Action Plan guidance
from the Department of Health (DoH) recommends that
physical activity, use of green spaces and play projects are
used to tackle childhood obesity.
Choosing Health: Making Healthy Choices Easier from the
Department of Health (DoH), sets out a starting point for
national, practical and acceptable action to make a difference
to the health of people in England. Chapter three addresses
Children and young people - starting on the right path and
aims to support the parent, child and young person make
informed decisions. Good physical and mental health is
regarded as a priority.
The Chief Medical Officer's Report recommends that 'children
and young people should achieve a total of at least sixty
minutes of at least moderate intensity physical activity each
day. At least twice a week, this should include activities to
improve bone health, muscle strength and flexibility.'
Tackling Child Obesity - First Steps is a joint report from the
National Audit Office, the Audit Commission and the Health
Care Commission. Its focus is to promote cross-departmental
working in Government to tackle child obesity which is a
growing threat to children's health. It puts equal emphasis on
play and sport to support an improvement in this complex
public health issue.

Regional Picture
Hertfordshire County Play Strategy - This document will be
developed by Hertfordshire County Council in their role as the
first tier authority, upon completion of the ten district
authorities' Play Strategies.
Hertfordshire Play Officers' Group - A county-wide
professional group which works strategically, sharing good
practice and promoting the role of play in Hertfordshire.
Members represent the ten authorities, local providers of play
(e.g. private leisure contractors) and the voluntary sector. The
group meets four times a year.
East Region Development Centre - A regional service for
training and professional development in play. The centre
hosts officers from the lead agency Skills Active, who drive the
implementation of the Workforce Strategy.
Local Picture
Three Rivers District Council Strategic Plan 2006-2010 details
the District Council's priorities which are Safe, Sustainable,
Prosperous and Healthy Communities. Children and young
people are a cross-cutting theme, which is reflected
throughout all of the Council's current plans and strategies.
Local Area Agreement (LAA) is an agreed document between
the District Councils and Hertfordshire County Council,
National Health Service, Police, Voluntary Sector and others,
which outlines four specific blocks of activity to promote
community action and development at a local level. Of
particular importance to the Play Strategy is the Children and
Young People's Block which promotes healthy and happy
children by linking to the Every Child Matters agenda.
Three Rivers Community Strategy 2006-2012 identifies young
people as a cross-cutting theme and deemed a priority group.
(The LSP comprises members from the local Primary Care
Trust, Hertfordshire Constabulary, Hertfordshire Police
Authority, the Voluntary and Business sector and the Parish,
District and County Councils.)
Three Rivers Community Safety Strategy 2005 - 2008 is a
local partnership made up of Three Rivers District Council,
Hertfordshire County Council, Hertfordshire Constabulary, Fire

Service etc. They work together to make the district a safer
place to live, work and visit. The strategy covers anti-social
behaviour, alcohol misuse, burglary and vehicle crime. It has
been shaped through consultation with local people, police
intelligence and the day-to-day experience of the community
safety partners. Young people are a priority within the
strategy both as victims and perpetrators of crime and
disorder.
Hertfordshire Children and Young People's Plan 2006-2009 is
based on the five national 'Every Child Matters' outcomes.
The plan's actions are based on each of the outcomes in
addition to cross-cutting themes such as Safeguarding
Children, Children's Centres and Extended Schools, Parenting
Support etc. Consultation with children and young people is
seen as a priority aim.
Hertfordshire Children's Charter is due for publication in
Summer 2007 and is based on the United Nations'
Convention on the Rights of the Child. It will explain to
children aged 0-13 years and adults, the rights of all children
in Hertfordshire.
Hertfordshire Youth Charter was ratified in February 2005 by
the Hertfordshire Children and Young People's Partnership
and is based on the same principles as the Children's Charter
but is designed specifically for those aged 13-19 years.

New play equipment at
Ebury Play Area

Three Rivers District Children's Trust Partnership brings
together professionals from different agencies who work at a
local level to achieve an agreed action plan focusing on the
needs of children and young people in specific communities
within the district.
(See www.threerivers.gov.uk, following links - Council
Democracy, Your Council and Partnerships to access the
current action plan).
Three Rivers District Council Woodland Management Plan is
currently a draft document due to be ratified by elected
Members in the spring of 2007. Its long-term vision is to
develop a sustainable network of mainly broadleafed
woodlands throughout the district which are rich in biodiversity
and offer opportunities for public recreation and enjoyment.
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PPG 17 Open Space Strategy (July 2005) - Formal and
Informal Green and Open Space: Three Rivers District Council
aims to promote and enhance informal recreational
opportunities in its green spaces, which includes children's
play areas. This strategy and the Local Development
Framework aim to raise environmental awareness and to
improve quality of life.
Designing Open Spaces for Recreation (Planning Guidance for
Section 106 Developments) is a document advocating a
cross-departmental approach for planners, play and leisure
officers, developers and environmental officers to create
innovative play and open spaces that incorporate biodiversity
and design within future residential developments.
www.greenheartpartnership.org/site/68/242.html

commuting patterns, with the second highest daily outflow of
commuters in Hertfordshire. Unemployment is below the
national average although slightly above the Hertfordshire
average (1.8% in May 2002).
Population
The District has a population of around 83,000. There is a
higher proportion of elderly people than in most districts. The
ethnic minority composition of the District is unusual in that
the great majority live in the most affluent wards, Moor Park,
Chorleywood East and Carpenders Park.
There is no distinctive Three Rivers community. However,
people identify with the Metroland area, which is neither a rural
idyll like the Chilterns nor an urbanised area like Watford.

Profile of the Three Rivers District
Croxley Skate Park

To understand the make up and nature of the Three Rivers
District, it is important to appreciate its demographic profile.
Geographical profile
Three Rivers District Council is situated in South West
Hertfordshire and covers 34 square miles, 77% of which is
Metropolitan Green Belt. The District includes large rural areas
with 12 villages and small towns. It borders Watford and
Hertsmere Boroughs to the east, Buckinghamshire (Chiltern
and South Bucks Districts) to the west, St Albans City and
District and Dacorum to the north and the London Boroughs
of Harrow and Hillingdon to the south. The District is on the
inner fringe of London and benefits from excellent road and rail
connections, including the M1, M25, the Chiltern main line and
Metropolitan line into central London.
Economy
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The District has a mixed economy of business and industry
with no dominant industry or employer but head or regional
offices of a number of large national and international
companies. Each weekday 12,000 workers commute into the
District, compared to 24,000 going out. This reflects the
importance of the adjacent job markets and the significance of

The total child population aged 0-19 years for the district is
20,578 making up 25% of the total population. Of these
children 86.6% are white British, 4% are Asian Indian and
3.1% of mixed race. In 2004-2005 127 children were in
Looked After-Care, 16 left care, and 34 young people
approached the Council for housing. 540 (3.2%) children
aged between 0-15 years and 341 (4.6%) aged 16-24 years
have limiting long-term illness.
Deprivation
Three Rivers is a district with significant contrasts. Hayling and
Northwick wards in South Oxhey, a 50 year old GLC overspill
estate, feature on national deprivation and health scales with
unemployment running at 3.5% to 4%. Other relatively
deprived wards are Maple Cross and Mill End with
unemployment at 2% to 2.8%. In stark contrast are Moor Park
and Chorleywood with the lowest unemployment rates in the
country at 0.7% and some of the wealthiest estates.
Understanding the demographics of the local community
enables more effective research to be carried out to establish
real and perceived gaps in play services. The public 2006
play consultation is analysed in section four.

Section Four: Review of Community Engagement

u

Consultation on Children's Play

u

The Partnership recognises the importance of children's
voices within the strategy development and undertook a large
consultation project with children aged between 3 - 16 years,
their parents and carers. Members of the District Council
committed over £15,000 to the project to ensure the Strategy
reflects the views, desires and wishes of our young people.
Interview Panel - August 2006
The final interview stage to appoint a company to undertake
the play consultation involved a panel of children and young
people. The interviewees were asked to undertake a practical
test on methods they were planning to use in the consultation
focus groups. The final decision to appoint Cordis Bright was
made by the panel of young people.
The Target Groups
The children's group involved 150 boys and girls aged 3 - 16
years. Care was taken to focus on consultation with specific
minority groups including:
u

children with disabilities

u

children living in rural communities

u

children living in deprived urban communities

u

children with caring responsibilities

u

children from Black & Minority Ethnic (BME) groups

The parents and carers group comprised 384 members from
the Citizens' Panel who completed a questionnaire reflecting
an adult's perception of a child's play needs.
Methods of Consultation
A variety of methods were used with different groups which
included:
u

focus groups

u

questionnaires (paper copy or online version)

u

one-to-one interviews

u

friendship pairs

photo fieldwork

request to leisure database (1,600) to complete online
questionnaire

Summary of Children and Young People's Views
The overriding wishes voiced by boys and girls were:
u

they like to socialise with existing friends

u

they like meeting new friends (girls more so than boys)

activities that are deemed to be fun are when they can
involve a new skill “I like trying new things in my spare time”.

u

they like activities to be challenging, exciting and to involve
an element of discovery, danger and risk.

u

Cllr. Ann Shaw OBE, Youth Champion
and Leader of Three Rivers District
Council with the panel.

It was noted that very young children prefer more indoor
play with family and friends and enjoy riding bikes and going
to the park. Older children specifically cited meeting up with
friends and playing in the fields and woods. Children
expressed the need for us “to protect outside spaces”.

u

The barriers to children playing or undertaking fun activities are
identified as:
location - The young people have told us that more services
and facilities should be available locally either by home or
school sites. “I can't do some activities as they are too far
away”.
cost - Parents identify costs as a deterrent to undertake
indoor activities “lower entry costs please” and that activities
should be made “more affordable and more local”.
transport/travel - Young people feel that they “waste”
money on transport and parents were disinclined to allow
young people to go out locally or travel further afield. A lack
of direct buses was cited as a disincentive.
safety - Children have told us that they have experienced
intimidating behaviour from teenagers, bullying and worry
about strangers and unsafe roads.
In less affluent families, children are not taken to organised
play opportunities but tend to stay local and typically not
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allowed out to play unsupervised. Indoor activities, TV and
computers featured strongly with this group of children.
Whilst children living in more affluent communities have
opportunities to undertake structured activities and experience
a wider range of play outside the home. This is evidenced by
the artwork produced by the two focus groups (see next page).
Children with Disabilities

u

better outdoor facilities

u

an increase in the number of indoor play opportunities

“Parks are not patrolled and children are open to older
children. Teenagers, youths’ bad habits such as drugs,
alcohol, smoking, bullying and gangs . . . so we need more
workers to stop other kids’ making kids life hell”.
Suggested Improvements

The consultation with children with disabilities found that they
like to do and enjoy the same things as their non disabled
peers, such as playing with friends in parks and playgrounds.
However, they do have an additional barrier as they need
more adult support or organisation (usually provided by a
parent or carer) to undertake free time activities and trips.

In terms of improvement, children suggested the need for
more things to do with friends. They would like more and
bigger parks and playgrounds as well as skate parks.
u

More to do with friends

Children with Caring Responsibilities

u

More creative things

Children with care responsibilities undertake more indoor
home based activities with friends and family than other
groups. However, when they go out to play with friends they
feel more included.

More challenging, safe (supervised) activities, close to the
home or in local community, which pro actively involve children
with disabilities, children with care responsibilities.
u

u

Summary of Adult Consultation

Indoor activities for winter months

Fun youth clubs - drama, music, discos, bowling and
games (TV/computer)
u

The views of adults correspond with the views of children, in
identifying that there is a need for them to have more
opportunities to play with friends. Adults with less income
were more likely to agree that there was not enough for
children to do in their local area.
Similar barriers to play were highlighted including transport
and cost of activities, especially for families with more than
one child.

“We love this park in the summer (see photo). Unfortunately, it
is too muddy and unusable in the winter! It needs great
improvements: better pathways, new equipment to replace old
burnt out litter bins, new signs, fresh new play equipment,
fresh paint, more benches and toilet facilities”.

Adults highlight improvements such as:
u

advertising

supervision (to help negate safety concerns of older children
and gangs)

u
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u

transport suggestion of a bus to Woodside

u

age specific activities

See appendix B for more details on children and young
people’s views.

Rural primary school: play activities

A copy of the full document is available on at www.threerivers.gov.uk

Urban primary school: play activities
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Hertfordshire Youth Services Consultation
Findings

Section Five: Local Provision Examined
Audit Demographics

The research by the Hertfordshire Youth Service with users
and non-users of the services found that young people (13 19 years) liked to take part in music-related activities, football
and water sports. They also enjoyed the opportunities for
residential trips and to meet friends in “teen-friendly areas”.
Young people again highlighted the need to improve the
promotion of current activities. Their main barrier to
participation in free time activities was the pressure of
homework and they, too, had concerns with personal safety
and bullying. The findings from the consultation will support
the design and development of the future programmes
delivered by the youth service team in Three Rivers.

Croxley Skate Park

The value of public consultation cannot be underestimated in
the successful planning of future services. The action plan
of the play strategy reflects the aspirations, concerns and
issues raised. Thanks are given to all the individuals that
took part and who have helped to shape the action plan.
The needs identified in the consultation should be considered
alongside existing play opportunities, in order that a rounded
picture can be presented. An audit to document provision has
been undertaken and is detailed in section five.
Play Partners
The Three Rivers District Children's Trust Partnership is the
professional group with representation from all fields of
children's services which has supported the development of
the strategy and acted as critical friend to the formation of the
action plan (4.1 & 4.2). See appendix A for the full list of
members. This cross-cutting partnership will champion
children's play in the district and contribute to delivering the
action plan. This Partnership provides links to the local,
regional and national agendas as identified in section three.
In addition, workshops and meetings have been organised
with elected Council Members and key partners to ensure the
document is informed by all current good practice, policies
and activities.

16

Using information gathered from the National Census (2001), it
is possible to appreciate the number and geographical spread
of children across the district. As with any statistical data,
care has to be taken with its interpretation and due note
should be given to the vastly different sized wards in Three
Rivers. As resources will always be at a premium it is
important to focus work accurately to maximise benefits for
children. The analysis of wards by age, crime and disorder
deprivation and income deprivation affecting children, helps to
provide a picture of where resources are most needed.
Age: There are 20,578 children under the age of nineteen,
living in the district. Of these, 13,088 are under eleven and
7,490 are aged between twelve and eighteen.
The highest number of children live in South Oxhey, which
comprises of Ashridge, Hayling, Northwick and Oxhey Hall
wards. A total of 4,288 children live in this area, of which
2,835 are under eleven and 1,453 are aged twelve to
eighteen. The second and third areas with the highest
number of children are Croxley with 2,931 and Mill End, Maple
Cross, West Hyde & Penn with 2,808. The lowest number of
children live in the more rural communities of Bedmond and
Primrose Hill and Sarratt with 745 and 362 respectively.
Crime and Disorder Deprivation: The National Census (2001)
provides a rating of 1 for areas considered to have the highest
levels of Crime and Disorder Deprivation. Three Rivers is
recognised nationally as being a safe district to live and work
in and there are no wards which meet the rating of 1 within
the district.
The two areas which have the highest rating in the district are
South Oxhey (+ 0.44), Langleybury (+ 0.22). The areas with
the lowest rating are Chorleywood (- 5.63) and Croxley Green
(- 6.19).
Income Deprivation Affecting Children: Census (2001) figures
are calculated to provide a ranking of areas where income

deprivation affects children. In Three Rivers the community of
South Oxhey is significantly higher at 2.13 than its second
community of Mill End, Maple Cross, West Hyde & Penn at
0.81. Croxley Green is ranked third at 0.4. Sarratt and Moor
Park/Eastbury are the least affected at 0.04 and 0.05
respectively.
In addition to the child population demography, this section
also identifies opportunities for children to play throughout the
district. Provision is detailed in wards and includes open
spaces, woodland, equipped play facilities and organised play
settings, such as pre-school groups and playschemes. In line
with the typology for play spaces and facilities devised by Play
England, the information is separated into three sections. The
information shown on the table needs to be considered
alongside GIS mapping that is available on request. This
shows the concentration of dwellings in relation to the
provision of services. The maps also demonstrate the unique
pattern of villages, towns and countryside in this district.
Larger wards will show more opportunities than smaller ones.
In viewing the geographical spread of play opportunities it is
necessary to take into full consideration other factors, such as
child population density, level of poverty in assessing the
accessibility to play opportunities.
Audit Methodology
Play England's typology includes three specific categories of
spaces and facilities:
Type A: Doorstep spaces and facilities
These are small local areas often unequipped or equipped for
younger children. Examples would include Fearney Mead play
area in Mill End, Otley Way play area in South Oxhey and
Ovaltine play area in Kings Langley.
Type B: Neighbourhood spaces and facilities

Grounds in Abbots Langley and Ebury in Rickmansworth. *
This section will also include large unequipped play spaces.
Type C: Local spaces and facilities for play
This category has two sections including supervised play such
as playschemes and areas which have no formal supervision
such as parks, ball courts, playing fields and woodlands.
There are many and varied opportunities throughout the
district.
Audit Findings
Summary Findings at a Glance
u

39 Children's Equipped Play Areas

u

4 Skate Areas

u

7 Youth Shelters

u

5 Basketball & Football areas

u

17 Woodlands

u

6 Local Nature Reserves

u

11 Open Spaces

u

9 Playschemes

u

10 After-school Clubs

u

34 Nursery, Pre-schools and Toddler Groups

u

7 Youth Clubs

u

45 Childminders

Youth Shelter and Skateboarding Area
at Scotsbridge.

Often large equipped play areas for 5 -11 year olds. This type
also includes junior skate and bike facilities. Local examples
would include Croxley Green Skate Park, Manor House
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Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Abbots Langley
& Leavesden

Boundary Way (children's
Manor House Grounds (open
play equipment): Abbots Langley space, skate area, children &
teenagers' play equipment):
Huntonbury Village (children's
Abbots Langley
play equipment) : Abbots
Leavesden Country Park (open
Langley
space, children & teenagers'
Jacketts Field (children's play
play equipment: Abbots Langley
equipment) : Abbots Langley
Primrose Hill (open space &
Lemonfield Drive (children's play children's play equipment):
equipment): Abbots Langley
Abbots Langley
Love Lane (children's play
equipment): Abbots Langley

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Tanners Wood (woodland &
swings): Abbots Langley

Ridgehurst Avenue (children's
play equipment): Abbots Langley

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play
Woodlands YMCA Pre-School:
Abbots Langley (Q)
Bananas After-School Club:
Abbots Langley
Breakspeare Community PreSchool: Abbots Langley
Pumpkin Pre-School: Abbots
Langley
Watford & District Mencap
Playscheme: Abbots Langley (Q)
YMCA Woodlands: Abbots
Langley (Q)

South Way (children's play
equipment): Abbots Langley
Ovaltine (children's play
equipment): Abbots Langley

Area:
Bedmond &
Primrose Hill
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Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities
Bedmond Playing Fields (open
space, children & teenagers'
play equipment): Bedmond

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Carpenders Park

Greenfields (children's play
equipment): Carpenders

Carpenters Wood (woodland):
Carpenders Park

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

The Mead (children's play
equipment): Carpenders
Oulton Way (children's play
equipment): Carpenders

Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

Chorleywood East
& West

The Swillett (children's play
equipment): Chorleywood

Chorleywood House Estate
(Local Nature Reserve,
woodland, open space):

Old Macdonalds Day Nursery:
Chorleywood
Primrose Cottage Day Nursery:
Chorleywood
Hillside Pre-School:
Chorleywood
Stag Lane Pre-School:
Chorleywood
Chorleywood Montessori
School: Chorleywood
JK Club: Chorleywood
Chorleywood Youth Project:
Chorleywood

Area:
Sarratt

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities
King George V (Open space &
children's play equipment):
Sarratt
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Area:

Croxley Green, Croxley
Green North & South

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Barton Way (children's play
equipment): Croxley Green

Baldwins Lane (open space,
St Oswalds Church Toddler
children's play equipment and Group: Croxley Green
large skate park: Croxley Green
New Road Pre-School: Croxley
Croxley Hall Woods (woodland): Green
Croxley Green
All Saints Toddler Group: Croxley
Croxley Common Moor (Local Green
Nature Reserve and site of
special scientific interest (SSSI) Morris Minors Pre-School:
Croxley Green (Q

Cassiobridge (children's play
equipment): Croxley Green

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

St Oswalds Church Playgroup:
Croxley Green
Childminders X 19: Croxley
Green
Yorke Mead Playscheme:
Croxley Green (Q)
St Oswalds Church Youth Club:
Croxley Green

Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Langleybury

Langleybury Cricket Ground
(children's play equipment):
Langleybury

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play
KLASH After-school Club:
Kings Langley
St. Paul's Playscheme:
Langleybury (Q)
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Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

Maple Cross, Mill End
& Penn

Longcroft Road (children's play
equipment): Maple Cross

Denham Way (open space &
children's play equipment):
Maple Cross

Maple Cross Toddler Group:
Maple Cross

Fearney Mead (children's play
equipment): Mill End
Mead Place (children's play
equipment): Mill End
Queens Drive (children's play
equipment): Mill End

Hornhill Recreation Ground
(kick-about area & children's
play equipment): Maple Cross

Little Shepherds Day Nursery:
Mill End
Childminders X 3: Maple Cross

King George V Playing Fields
(open space, skate area,
children & teenagers' play
equipment): Mill End

Childminders X 14: Mill End

Beechen Wood (woodland):
Maple Cross

West Hyde & Maple Cross
Playcheme: West Hyde (Q)

Frankling Spring (woodland):
Maple Cross

West Hyde & Maple Cross Youth
Club: West Hyde

Little Shepherds After-School
Club: Mill End

Mill End Youth Project: Mill End
Rickmansworth Gateway Club:
Mill End
After-School Club: Community
Centre, Mill End
Area:
Moor Park & Eastbury

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

Eastbury Playing Fields (open
space): Eastbury

St. Mathews Afternoon Toddlers
Group: Eastbury
St. Mathews Church Hall Toddler
Group: Eastbury
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Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play

Oxhey Hall, Hayling,
Northwick & Ashridge

Ballater Close (children's play
equipment): South Oxhey

Hayling Road Play Area (open
space & children's play
equipment): South Oxhey

Rainbow Kids Toddler Club:
South Oxhey

Chilwell Gardens (children's play
equipment): South Oxhey
Hampermill (children's play
equipment): South Oxhey

Oxhey Woods, (Local Nature
Reserve): South Oxhey
Oxhey Playing Fields Woods
(woodland): South Oxhey

Hillcroft Crescent (children's play
equipment): South Oxhe
Hartsbourne Wood (woodland):
South Oxhey
Lincoln Drive (children's play
equipment): South Oxhey
Pond Wood (woodland): South
Oxhey
Otley Way (children's play
equipment): South Oxhey
Prestwick Road Meadows,
(Local Nature Reserve): South
Oaklands Avenue (children's play Oxhey
equipment): South Oxhey

Wednesday Whiz Kids Toddler
Group: South Oxhey
Places for Children Day Nursery:
South Oxhey
The Kindergarten Day Nursery:
South Oxhey
Busy Bees Pre-school: South
Oxhey (Q)
Little Furze Pre-School: South
Oxhey
Childminders X 4: South Oxhey
MASCOT After-School & Holiday
Club: Oxhey (Q)
Acorns After-school Club: South
Oxhey (Q)
The Centre Playscheme &
Crèche: South Oxhey (Q)
Krazy Kids Playscheme: South
Oxhey
The Zone Youth Club: South
Oxhey
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Area:

Type A: Doorstep
Spaces & Facilities

Type B: Neighbourhood
Spaces and Facilities

Rickmansworth &
Rickmansworth West

Skidmore Way (children's play
equipment): Rickmansworth

Ebury Way Play Area (large
children's play equipment and
access to Aquadrome):
Rickmansworth
Scotsbridge Playing Fields
(Skate area & open space):
Rickmansworth
Bishops Wood (woodland):
Rickmansworth
The Grove (woodland):
Rickmansworth
Shepherds Close Dell
(woodland): Rickmansworth
Pheasants & Solomons Wood
(woodland): Rickmansworth
Greenbroom Spring (woodland):
Rickmansworth
Longspring Wood (woodland):
Rickmansworth
The Withey Beds (Local Nature
Reserve): Moor Park
The Aquadrome (Local Nature
Reserve and woodland):
Rickmansworth

Type C: Local Spaces
and Facilities for Play
Daybreak Day Nursery:
Rickmansworth
Stepping Stones Pre-Prep
School: Rickmansworth
Watford & District Mencap
Children's Centre Pre-school:
Rickmansworth
Berry Lane Nursery:
Rickmansworth
Berry Way Nursery School:
Rickmansworth
Daisy Chain (St. Mary's) PreSchool: Rickmansworth
Heronsgate Pre-School Nursery:
Rickmansworth
St. John's Pre-School:
Rickmansworth
Valley Nursery School:
Rickmansworth (Q)
Daisy Chain Montessori School:
Rickmansworth
Childminders: X 5:
Rickmansworth
Rickmansworth After School &
Holiday Club: Rickmansworth (Q)
Just for Fun Out of School Club:
Rickmansworth (Q)
The Activities Club:
Rickmansworth
TopKidz After-School & Holiday
Club: Rickmansworth
Rickmansworth Centre for
Young People: Rickmansworth
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Audit Summary

Section Six: Play Policy Statements

The detailed work carried out in the audit highlights that in
general terms, the district is well served with a variety of play
opportunities. Resources are provided by a range of
professionals from the private, voluntary and public sector who
all work towards the common goal of providing stimulating
services for children.

Key Policy Statements

The audit data also confirms that District Council resources
such as playschemes are targeted in the correct areas (e.g.
The Centre, South Oxhey and Croxley Green). Further
investment in fixed play shows a similar picture with only three
areas identified in the PPG 17 study with gaps (Chorleywood,
Sarratt and Eastbury/Moor Park). These gaps will be
addressed in the Fixed Play Area Development Plan (section
3.2 of the action plan).
As the district is currently well served with opportunities, the
Council has made the decision to target resources and BIG
Lottery funding to enhance usage by children in key areas of
the district. Activities that address the needs identified by
children during the consultation will be given priority,
particularly targeting supervision of open spaces and support
for children with disabilities.
Children have told us that they would like “safe, young people
friendly spaces”, “bigger and better parks with improved
facilities”. This includes the need for improvements to
cleanliness, broken equipment and requests for new
equipment. Children with disabilities told us that they like to
“enjoy exercise and being outside”, especially “playing in the
park and playgrounds”.
Parents have told us that there should be more “constructive
things for children to do and be a part of” and they suggest
we consider “more outdoor activities - not just football”, “an
outdoor maze”, “natural outdoor areas i.e. playgrounds with
dens, trees for climbing, rope swings”.
We need to improve the quality of our already existing local
parks and playgrounds and ensure children and families feel
safe in using them.
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The play policy statements have been formulated by
amalgamating the evidence and views from children and
young people, elected Members and key partners by a series
of focus groups, workshops and meetings, at the same time
being mindful of the Best Play objectives. These policy
statements reflect their opinions and form the basis upon
which the action plan will be developed and implemented.
The statements are;
1 We want play to be fun, exciting, challenging and involve an
element of risk.
2 We want to involve children and young people in planning all
future play services and facilities.
3 We want to provide inclusive play opportunities.
4 We want to ensure play activities are effectively
communicated and promoted.
5 We want to maintain and enhance the existing children's
play areas, woodlands and open spaces.
6 We want to promote health and physical activity through play.
7 We want to strengthen the partnership with the voluntary
sector and key organisations to ensure good, inclusive and
accessible children's services and facilities are provided.
8 We want to ensure that all future residential developments
include high quality children's play spaces.
9 We want all individuals involved in children's play to be
qualified and trained in playwork and safeguarding children.
The play strategy and policy statements are not to be viewed
in isolation. The activity of play in itself can meet a variety of
national and local strategic agendas. These include Every
Child Matters and the Three Rivers Strategic Plan. It is
essential to understand that play is more than swings and
roundabouts in local play areas and that, by providing good
quality play opportunities, it is possible to achieve targets
within a wider context, such as Community Safety. It is important that the local and national picture is addressed whilst
ensuring that the child is at the centre of the decision-making
process. Good provision equals happy children in Three
Rivers which in turn contributes towards a healthy community.

Links to Wider Strategic Documents
In March 2006, Three Rivers District Council endorsed the
Hertfordshire Children and Young People's Plan, which
identifies key objectives for local children based on the
Government's five key outcomes specified in Every Child
Matters (ECM). The five outcomes are, 'Being Healthy',

'Staying Safe', 'Enjoying and Achieving', 'Making a Positive
Contribution' and 'Economic Wellbeing'. By using these
principles as a foundation for action it is possible to show how
local and national agendas can be met. The table below
demonstrates this by cross referencing with the wider strategic
context.

ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Being Healthy

Three Rivers Strategic Plan 2007 2.2 We want to conserve open
spaces and increase the amount
- 2010
accessible to the public by 2008
(Sustainable Communities)
4.2 We want young people to
(Healthy Communities)
benefit from a healthy lifestyle
4.2.1 Enable a greater
proportion of young people to
participate in leisure and
recreational activities
4.2.1.1 Provide and promote a
range of leisure activities

'Play contributes to Social,
Physical, Intellectual, Cultural,
Emotional and Psychological
development. Energetic play
provides children with a
significant amount of their
regular exercise. Good play
allows the chance to try out
and experience a range of
emotions.'

Hertfordshire Children's and
Young People's Plan 2006 2009

Hertfordshire Youth Charter

Strategic Target

Reference to
Action Plan
1.4, 1.5

2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2

1.2

All children and young people in
Hertfordshire will grow up living a
healthy lifestyle and the impact
of any health problems will be
minimised
-H1 Have fewer preventable
health problems by living healthy
lifestyles in a healthy living
environment
-H3 Feel good about themselves
and develop into confident and
mature adults

1.7

The right to a range of help that
promotes a healthy lifestyle,
such as healthy eating, stopping
smoking and leisure activities
(Article 24 & 33)

3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.12, 3.13

1.4, 1.5, 2.4, 2.5,
3.1,3.2
2.2
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ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Reference to
Action Plan

Three Rivers District Children's
Trust Partnership Action Plan

To contribute to the reduction in
obesity amongst children and
young people in Three Rivers

3.12, 3.2, 3.3

Three Rivers Community Safety
Strategy 2005 - 2008

Supporting young people

(Drugs and Alcohol)

-By provision of diversionary
activities

2.5, 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 3.12,
3.13

-Keeping young people safe and
out of trouble
-Reduce fear of crime amongst
young people
-Prevent drug and alcohol abuse
amongst young people

Designing Open Spaces for
recreation (in Three Rivers)

Broadening notions of play to
include visual and sensorial
experiences alongside physical
activity

1.4, 1.5

Convention on the Rights of the
Child 1990

Article 27: 1. To recognise the
right of every child (including
those with a disability; Article
23.3) to a standard of living
adequate to the child's physical,
mental, spiritual, moral and
social development.

1.6, 1.7, 4.3

Local Area Agreement

Increase the number of 16 - 24
2.5, 3.1, 3.4
year olds participating in at least
30 minutes of moderate intensity
sports and physical activity at
least 3 times per week as
measured by Sport England's
Active People Survey

Department of Health &
Department of Education and
Skills 'Be Healthy Paper'
December 2006 Issue 22

Halt by 2010 the year on year
rise in obesity among children
under eleven years

(Guidance notes for the Design
of Open Space)
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3.2, 3.3, 3.12

ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Staying Safe

Three Rivers Strategic Plan
2007 - 2010

1.2
1.1.5 Increasing the number of
leisure and community facilities
available to targeted groups
1.1.5.1 Increase attendance at a 3.5, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 3.11
range of facilities, activities and
events
1.1.5.2 Increase the number of
1.4, 1.5, 3.2
facilities

'Fear of strangers, traffic and
bullying by other children
contribute to not playing
outdoors. Good play provision
reduces unacceptable levels of
danger whilst encouraging
children to take risks, make
decisions and gain selfconfidence.'

(Safe Communities)

Hertfordshire Children and
Young People's Plan
2006 - 2009

Reference to
Action Plan

All children and young people in
Hertfordshire will grow up and
thrive in safe environments,
communities and family settings

1.7

- S1 Are safe, and feel safe, in
the environments in which they
live, work, travel or receive
services

1.7

Hertfordshire Youth Charter

You have the right not to be
bullied in any way by anyone
(Article 19 & 29)

1.6

Three Rivers District Children's
Trust Partnership

To maintain and, if possible
3.10, 3.11
increase the numbers of children
from low income families
attending playschemes

Three Rivers Community Safety
Strategy 2005 - 2008

We will work to provide safe
places for young people to access
activities across the district

2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.5, 3.6,
3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 3.10, 3.11

Tackle anti-social behaviour
using a multi-agency approach;
provide appropriate diversionary
activities for young people

3.4, 3.2, 2.5, 3.5

(Anti-Social Behaviour and
Criminal Damage Targets.)

Keep young people safe and out 3.4, 3.7, 3.1
of trouble
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ECM Outcome

Enjoying and Achieving

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Reference to
Action Plan

Designing Open Spaces for
recreation (in Three Rivers)
(Guidance notes for the Design of
Open Space) Herts LAA page 31

Encourage family activity, rather
than segregated child activity

1.5, 3.8, 3.12

Three Rivers Strategic Plan

Provide playschemes (3.2.3.1)
Provide and promote a range of
leisure and recreational activities
(4.2.1.1)

3.9, 3.10, 3.11, 3.7, 3.2,
3.1, 2.5

All children and young people in
Hertfordshire will have access to
a good range of high quality
opportunities for learning and
personal development
- EA4 Have fun and enjoyable
things to do and good places to
go that support their personal
and emotional development

2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.3, 3.4

The right to access sports, arts,
leisure and cultural activities
(Article 31)

1.2

To provide enjoyable play
activities out of school hours that
is accessible to all children
Promote uptake of existing
services for children and young
people
To encourage increased
participation of children and
young people in play activities

3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6,
3.7, 3.8, 3.13

S - A1. 1a: Reduce the number
of people surveyed who
consider teenagers hanging
around on streets to be a big or
fairly big problem in their local
area by 4% by 2009

1.3, 2.5, 3.1, 3.4

'The essence of play is
enjoyment. Giving children the
chance for free, uninhibited play
allows them a safe emotional
Hertfordshire Children and
space in which to explore their Young People's Plan 2006 boundaries and enhances their 2009
enjoyment of life.'
'Good play provides the
opportunity to enhance problem
solving, language and literacy
skills, by developing social and
emotional intelligence. Play is
important as it develops
Hertfordshire Youth Charter
children's imaginations, creative
interests and abilities.'
Three Rivers District Children's
Trust Partnership

Hertfordshire Local Area
Agreement (LAA)
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(Safer and Stronger
Communities Block
stretch target)

2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.2,
3.4, 3.6, 3.7

1.2

1.2

ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Reference to
Action Plan

Enjoying and Achieving
cont.

Hertfordshire Local Area
Agreement (LAA)

C - E9: Increase the number of
16 to 24 year olds participating
in at least 30 minutes of
moderate sport and physical
activity at least 3 times as
measured by Sport England's
Active People Survey

2.5, 3.1, 3.4

(Children and Young People
Block stretch target)

Convention on the Rights of the
Child 1990

1.6
Article 31: 1. To recognise the
right of the child to rest and
leisure, to engage in play and
recreational activities appropriate
to the age of the child and to
participate freely in cultural life
and the arts
2. Respect and promote the
right of the child to participate
fully in cultural and artistic life
and shall encourage the
provision of appropriate and
equal opportunities for cultural,
artistic, recreational and leisure
activity

1.6, 1.2

Article 23.1: To recognise that a 2.2, 2.3, 3.7, 3.10, 3.13
mentally or physically disabled
child should enjoy a full and
decent life, in conditions which
ensure dignity, promote selfreliance and facilitate the child's
active participation in the
community
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ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Three Rivers Strategic Plan 2007 3.2.3 By improving or facilitating
- 2010
affordable and accessible
childcare
(Prosperous Communities)
'Children's involvement in the
development of their own play is
3.2.3.1 Provide playschemes
fundamental. Children learn
from the effects of their actions
Hertfordshire Children and
All children and young people in
and develop skills in making their
Young People's Plan 2006 Hertfordshire will take part in
own choices. Respecting and
2009
their community and will avoid
incorporating children's views
anti-social or offending
into plans and provision helps
behaviour
develop motivation and,
potentially, participation in
- PC1 Are consulted and
society.'
contribute to decisions on
Making a Positive
Contribution

Reference to
Action Plan
3.6

3.9, 3.10, 3.11
3.1

3.7

matters affecting them, and have
opportunities to shape services
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Hertfordshire Youth Charter

Have the right to your own
1.3, 3.7
thoughts, to be listened to, have
your views taken seriously and
to be involved in decisions which
affect you (Articles 12 & 14)

Three Rivers District Children's
Trust Partnership

To ensure the work of the
Partnership is informed by the
views of the young people,
parents and carers

1.3, 4.2

ECM Outcome

Strategic Document

Strategic Target

Reference to
Action Plan

Economic Wellbeing

Three Rivers Strategic Plan

2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.2

'Good play provision enables
parents to feel their children are
happy and safe and enjoying
themselves, as well as having
important space away from
them. Play provision has
economic benefit through jobs
and training in this expanding
professional field.
Development of outside play
and recreation spaces has
been shown to have a
measurable impact on local
interaction, new friendships,
community cohesion and
community safety'.

(Prosperous Communities)

3.2.3 By improving or facilitating
affordable and accessible
childcare

2.4, 3.9, 3.10
3.2.3.1 Provide playschemes
and to maintain and increase the
numbers of children from low
income families attending the
provision
Hertfordshire Children and
Young People's Plan 2006 2009

All children and young people in 3.2, 3.7
Hertfordshire will have maximum
opportunities to avoid the
adverse effects of poverty and
achieve economic well-being in
adulthood
- EW4 Have access to
affordable, high quality childcare
to enable their parents and
carers to work

3.6, 3.12, 3.13
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Section Seven: Local Standards
Alongside the consultation and audit, an assessment of the
quality of current provision needs to be considered. Quality
measures have been included in the current audit information
and are recognised locally by the following indicators.
Herts Quality Standard - HQS is a quality assurance
scheme for providers of childcare and play settings in
Hertfordshire. The award reflects that the setting meets the
HQS criteria and provides a high quality service.

u

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study (PPG17 Report) This is an assessment report that considers supply and
demand issues for outdoor recreational facilities, including a
visual quality rating.

u

Local young people involved in the
design of Croxley Skate Park

National Standards for Out of School Care - A set of
nationally recognised outcomes and regulations that are
measured by Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education).
Inspectors provide a quality rating based on the providers
ability to meet the standards.

u

Green Flag - A measure of service excellence for public
open spaces that provide encompassing and accessible
facilities

u

Charter Mark and Comprehensive Performance Assessment
(CPA)

u

There are currently no Green Flag sites in Three Rivers.
However, work is under way to achieve a recognised site.
A variety of local providers meet the National Standards for
Out of School care, with some of these also achieving the
Herts Quality Standard. As at May 2007, 13 providers are
Ofsted registered and 6 have achieved the Herts Quality
Standard. The District Council will aim to achieve HQS at
appropriate services they operate which are exempt from the
Ofsted inspection programme.
The District Council has also achieved Charter Mark across all
Council services in September 2006. This is a Government
mark of quality for excellent customer service in the public
sector.
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All the partners in childcare and play are committed to
developing a professional workforce. A County network exists
for programming play training courses, some of which are
provided free of charge by Young in Herts. Annual training in
Level 1 and 2 Playwork is provided by the Council together
with child protection, first aid, inclusive practice and activity
training which accommodates approximately 30 individuals.
(see 3.13 of Action Plan).
Alongside quality measures, there are also some examples of
good practice across the district.
Investment in Local Children's Play Areas and
Informal Meeting Places
The Council and its partners are coming to the end of a threeyear play areas refurbishment and upgrading programme.
This capital improvement plan has included the installation of
new play equipment aimed at older children, combination
basketball / football / cricket hoops and walls, youth shelters
and concrete skateboarding areas. A number of inclusive
pieces of play equipment has been installed in the designs,
including wheelchair accessible roundabouts and supportive
swing seats.
The Council has invested a total of £378,409 towards open
access play facilities, the local Community Safety Partnership
has invested a further £12,200 for youth shelters and a local
community group raised £14,000 with the local company
Cadbury Trebor Basset contributing £25,000 for the Ebury
play area project. In the past three years a total of £429,609
was invested in children's play facilities in the District. The Big
Lottery offer of £200,000 has come at an opportune time for
the Council and its partners to increase investment in local,
inclusive and freely available play provision.
Children and Young People Involved in Design
and Choices of Play Equipment
The skateboarding area designs and play equipment choices
were based on discussions and consultation with children and
young people. While conducting informal research for the
redevelopment of Croxley Skate Park, officers also discovered

that both skaters and parents were very keen to have staff
supervising the park; parents know their children are being
looked after and skaters feel the environment is friendlier.
Following full consideration, the Council decided to make the
park fully open-access, free of charge, for the full year and
employ trained staff during the school holidays.
Sample comments from users of the Skate Park include
"general layout looks fantastic", "great idea" and "the park is
how I want it now".
Children from the Friday evening Mill End Youth Project chose
to have the SMP Playgrounds Ltd Nexus Core range of play
equipment that was installed in their local park and in the
more rural community of Bedmond. Both these geographical
communities are identified as areas of deprivation in the
district.
In preparation for the Play Strategy, a full health and safety
inspection together with access audit for all play area sites in
the district (including those owned by Parish Councils) has
been conducted. The outcomes will influence the future
three-year proposed refurbishment programme referred to in
the action plan.
The Council and its partners continually monitor feedback
from children regarding the quality of play and leisure
programmes. A variety of methods are used which include
child-friendly questionnaires, diaries, video interviews,
computerised CD Rom interactive feedback tasks.
Working with the Council Planning Authority in
the Provision of Children's Play Areas

negotiations are indicating a sum of £250,000 to be ring
fenced on a large residential and commercial development
due within the district.
Local residents commented in the consultation "Thank you for
the new area on the 'Lawn' Housing in Oaklands Avenue. It's
nice to hear mums and children of all ages playing on the
equipment, provided by the building contractors".
Innovative Design of Parks and Public Open
Spaces as Playful Environments
In working with the planning policy and development control
officers, a number of planning guidance documents have been
developed to aid the design and more careful consideration of
play within public open spaces. A number of officers of the
Council joined with the Green Heart Partnership to develop a
design tool and guidance note for the development of play
spaces. The aim of the partnership is to provide a document
that illustrates "innovative and sustainable approaches to the
design of stimulating open spaces and play spaces" which are
"sympathetic to the promotion of biodiversity and the needs of
a multi-user culture". This aim is to be achieved by
considering a park or open space as a stimulating play
environment by combining landscape and sculptural design
alongside traditional play equipment. This piece of work has
been identified as an example of good practice by CABE
Space (Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment), the leading organisation influencing the design
and development of the built environment and open space.
CABE is currently providing enabling support and advice to
local play partnerships on behalf of Play England.

A close working relationship between the Play Development
Officer, Leisure Development Manager and the Planning
Development teams has resulted in a number of new play
areas being part of new residential developments. Over the
previous four years, five new play areas have been installed
with another four currently included within planning approvals
and Section 106 agreements. The largest provision for a
children's play area is under discussion but initial outline
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Section Eight: Action Plan
The Play Strategy provides a basis from which a variety of
organisations can begin to work more cohesively to achieve
improved play opportunities for children. The consultation and
audit processes provide decision makers with a foundation
from which to plan and develop specific projects that will meet
identified need.
The existing provision is well spread throughout Three Rivers
and therefore resources and lottery funding will be targeted
towards developing usage by children in public open-spaces,
woodlands and parks. Activities that address the needs of
children with disabilities will also be viewed alongside this
criterion. Any future residential housing developments will
need to consider children's play spaces as part of the
planning and Section 106 processes. Infrastructure support
will also be provided by the District Council and its partners,
who will adopt the principles of clear marketing, identified play
policy and detailed evaluation. Existing service provision by
the District Council will also be maintained to support the
good practice already achieved.
Roles and Responsibilities within the Play
Partnership (TRDCTP)
To ensure the play partnership has effective working
arrangements it is necessary to define the roles and
responsibilities for taking decisions, funding and delivering the
action plan. Three Rivers District Council has taken the lead in
developing the District Play Strategy and will monitor progress
against targets to its Executive Committee. The Executive
Committee will have authority for all decisions regarding the
services and projects which are resourced and delivered by
Three Rivers District Council including the Big Lottery funded
projects. There will be an expectation that all the lead
partners will take responsibility to deliver their organisations
agreed actions keeping the Council's Play Development
Officer up to date with progress.
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The outcomes and progress with project delivery will
subsequently be presented to the District Children's Trust
Partnership as a mechanism for key partners to continue to
inform, review and develop the Play Strategy as identified in
1.1 of the action plan. This will continue to be a key role for
members of the TRDCTP as the strategy has been developed
to “dovetail” and support the emerging Children's Trust
Partnership plans.
Abbreviations:
HAND

Hertfordshire Additional Needs Database

HCC

Hertfordshire County Council

CSF

Children Schools and Families

TRDC

Three Rivers District Council

TRDCTP

Three Rivers District Children's Trust
Partnership

PFM

Property and Facilities Management

ECM

Every Child Matters

CYPP

Children and Young People's Plan

HAYP

Hertfordshire Association for Young People

Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

Timescale

Support and keep the Youth
Champion and members of the
Leisure and Communiy Policy
Panel and Executive Committee
up to date regarding Play
related issues both locally
and nationally

Head of
Leisure
Services,
TRDC

N/A

TRDC
Strategic Plan
(5.1)

Adoption of Play
2008 Strategy by the
2013
Executive Committee
of Three Rivers District
Council

Develop a marketing plan to
include:

Leisure
Development
Manager/Play
Development
Officer/Leisure
Projects
Officer, TRDC

Priority * Resources

1 Play Infrastructure
1.1 Youth
Champion

1.2 Marketing
Play

Launch Play Strategy during
school Easter
holidays 2008 to raise the
profile of play.

u

Ensure that free play
opportunities are advertised
on TRDC & partner websites

Community
Strategy
2006-2012

TRDC
Communications Team
HCC - CSF
HAND

High

TRDC
Councillor time

High

TRDC Leisure
Officers &
partners

Monitoring of the
District Play Strategy
by the TRDC
Executive Committee

Distribution of activities 2008 Three Rivers
brochure to mailing
2013
Council
Communications lists
Strategy
Increase number of
families on database
(post & email)

u

Work with TRDC
Communications Team to
develop an enhanced play
profile in Three Rivers to
promote opportunities &
services

u

Because young people, parents
and carers told us that we need
to improve our publicity

CVS

Website regularly
updated
More parents and
children informed
about play
opportunities through
appropriate outlets i.e.
community
newsletters & notice
boards by all partners

*Resources in the table are defined as addition to existing agreed revenue and capital budgets.
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

1.3 Continued
Consultation
and
Engagement

Ensure that the local community
continues to be consulted about
play opportunities, projects and
services. Through:

Various which
will include
TRDC officers
and TRDCTP

CSF - Youth
Service

Children &
Young
People's Plan

Executive Committee
TRDC and TRDCTP
kept informed on
views of children and
young people living in
the district

2008 2013

High

All partners

2010

High

TRDC officer
and Member
time

u

TRDC Youth Council

Existing children's activity
programmes.

Leisure
Services,
TRDC

u

Young People's Forum (Youth
Service)

u

TRDC Youth
Council

TRDC
Strategic Plan
(5.1.1.1)

TRDCTP Youth Advocates
project

u

Evidence of young
people's decisions
about provision as part
of developing the
TRDCTP action plan

Local Residents and Local
Neighbourhood Forums

u

1.4 Local
Development
Framework

To ensure that the play needs of Planning Policy Planning
children and families are met
Officers, TRDC Policy Officers,
and protected in new housing
TRDC
development schemes. This will
Planning
be achieved by:
Officers at
u Adopting the current
TRDC & HCC
supplementary planning
& Property
guidance (Designing Open
Developers
Spaces for Recreation) as part
of the Local Development
Framework
Adopting the commuted sum
guidelines as part of the Local
Development Framework

u

To actively encourage the use
of Home Zones or road
schemes that prioritise the
pedestrian over the car in future
residential developments

u
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Local
Development
Framework
Community
Strategy Access to
Services

Approval of the Local
Development
Framework by
Executive Committee
TRDC
Implementation of the
policies by the local
Planning Authority

Action

Aim

1.5 Open
Implement, where appropriate,
Space Strategy the play issues identified in the
(PPG17)
action plan of the Open Space
Strategy

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Heads of
Policy Planning Open Space
Planning &
Officer
Strategy
Leisure
Services,TRDC Leisure Dev.
Manager

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

Projects identified in
By 2012
the Fixed Play Area
Development Plan (see
3.2)

Medium

TRDC officers
time

1.6 Adopting
the National
Play Charter

All TRDCTP partners to adopt
Chair of Three TRDCTP
the revised National Play Charter Rivers
Children's Trust
Partnership

Every Child
Matters

Audit the number of
organisations
represented at
TRDCTP that have
adopted the revised

2009 2010

Low

TRCTP &
partners

1.7
Safeguarding
Children

To ensure that Play providers in Safeguarding TRDCTP
Three Rivers adopt the guidance Children Board partners
developed in Hertfordshire by
the Safeguarding Children Board

Every Child
Matters

Completion of S11
audit by all
organisations in
contact with children

2008 2013

High

All partners

2010 2012

Low

HCC & TRDC
Officer time

Organisations in the
TRDCTP following
guidance
2 Access to Play
2.1 Transport

To share with HCC the findings
of the consultation that young
people desire a bus transport
link from the district to the
Woodside Leisure Complex
(Watford)

HCC Transport TRDCTP
Department &
TRDC Leisure
Officers

Local
Development
Framework

Feasibility study for
Woodside link route

Community
Strategy 20062012 Access
to Services
Local Strategic
Partnership
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

Strategic
Services,
TRDC
HAND
TRCTP
Mencap
Equal
Opportunities
Panel
(Members)

Every Child
Matters

Adopt the “All of us Inclusion checklist for
settings”

2008 2013

High

Internal HCC,
TRDC, HAND,
Mencap

2010 2012

Low

Funding bid by
Herts Young
Carers (or
similar) to HCC
Fund

2 Access to Play continured
2.2 Disability
Access

Supporting children with
Play
disabilities to access inclusive
Development
play opportunities as identified in Officer, TRDC
the consultation
To follow up the findings in the
Play Area Access Audit when
upgrading and refurbishing play
area sites (see also 3.2)

Hertfordshire
Promotion and
Young People’s
Marketing via HAND
Plan
database
TRDC
Strategic Plan
(5.5.3.1)

KIDS (UK's
Leading
Charity in
promoting
inclusion of
disabled
children)
2.3 Young
Support children who have
Play
Carers Access caring responsibilities to access Development
play opportunities as identified in Officer, TRDC
the consultation
To support children with
disabled siblings to access play
opportunities
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Herts Young
Carers
Association

To continue the liaison
with parents of
children with
disabilities via the
Equal Opportunities
Panel
Identify the role for an
Inclusion Officer who
would champion the
rights of disabled
children

Every Child
Matters

Feasibility study to
identify barriers

Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan

To develop a working
relationship with Herts
Young Carers

TRDC
Strategic Plan
(5.5.2.1)

Deliver accessible play
opportunities to
individual identified
children

Action

Aim

2.4 Access to
quality play
opportunities
for children
living in less
affluent
communities

Support children and families
Leisure
Strategic
Every Child
living in less affluent areas to
Development Services, CSF, Matters
access play opportunities via the Manager TRDC HCC
Hertfordshire
lottery funded and other key
Young
initiatives. (see 3.7 & 3.9 & 3.2)
People's Plan

2.5 Access to
adventure and
risk in outdoor
play

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Leisure
Section, TRDC
(Play
Development
Officer &
Principal
Landscape
Officer)

Private
business
provider, Go
Ape
Forestry
Comm.
Planning
Section, TRDC
& Active
Communities

Timescale

Extended
Schools Plan

Design an annual
2008 programme of
2013
activities that provide
supervised play
opportunities in key
areas across the
district i.e. Playscheme
Referral Project (3.9)
and Play Spaces
project (3.7)

Every Child
Matters

Identification of
suitable site.

TRDC
Strategic Plan

Assess the feasibility to develop
a Go Ape Centre (Active Play) in
Three Rivers District to support
children in accessing play with
adventure and risk.

Milestones

Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan
TRDC
Strategic Plan

2011 2013

Priority * Resources

High

TRDC &
Lottery Bid
(see 3.7 and
3.10)

Medium

TRDC Internal
& External
Partner funding
(TBC)

High

TRDC £80,000
Capital Budget
secured in
2007/2008 -

Establish a business
plan with Go Ape.
Progress relevant
planning application as
appropriate

3 Delivery of Play Opportunities
3.1 Street style To install a new skateboarding
skateboarding area in South Oxhey
areas

Leisure
Watford Rural TRDC
Development Parish Council Strategic Plan
Manager TRDC
2007-2010
South Oxhey
Locality Group

Design and installation By 2008
of facilities by 2008

Local
skateboarders
and BMX
Riders
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

3.2 Fixed Play
Area
Development
Plan

Three-year development
programme focusing on gaps
identified in PPG 17 study & the
upgrading & expansion of
existing TRDC sites (to include
teenage orientated equipment)
To include all the Council owned
play area sites in the Asset
Management Plan
To install 3 “natural designed
meeting areas” for young people
within the district as a examples
of good practice

Leisure
Development
Manager
TRDC

Local Parish
Councils

TRDC
Strategic Plan
2007-2010

Secure three-year capital 2009 funding programme
2012

3.3 CSF
Education

To support the School Sports
School Sports
Partnership in delivering the Play Partnership
Leaders project throughout all
Manager
the district primary schools
Head Teachers
To support Head Teachers in
Consortium
embedding play as part of the
school culture

Priority * Resources

Medium

To include in future
teenage play area
Asset
Env. Protection Management designs the use of
logs, boulders and the
Manager
Register TRDC
natural landscape to
create seating/meeting
areas for young people
PFM, TRDC.

TRDC to
submit a
capital funding
bid
Lottery projects
funding for My
Play Space

Complete details for
the Council Asset
Register by March 2008
TRDC Primary School Sports
Schools (PE
Partnership
Co-ordinators) Plan (2005 2010)
Youth Sports
Trust
TRDC Sports
Development
Extended
Plan (draft)
Schools
Co-Ordinator

3.4 CSF Youth To implement the annual local
Area Team
TRDCTP
Service
activity and service programmes Manager HCC
(Youth Offer for Three Rivers)
Youth Service Extended
Schools
To support the emerging
Co-Ordinator
“Integrated Youth Support
Arrangements” June 2007
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Timescale

Every Child
Matters
Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan

Roll out three-year
2007 programme of training 2010
and developing Year 5
& 6 pupils to be play
leaders for school
break times. As part
of this programme
schools are creating
“Zone Parks”
(playground markings
to facilitate imaginative
and physical play)

High

Funding via the
School Sports
Programmes

Delivery of annual
2008 targets by Youth
2013
Service, based on the
consultation findings
to more widely publicise
the opportunities at the
Music Studio at The
Centre in South Oxhey.

High

HCC Youth
Service

Increase the school
holiday programmes
and maintain the
confidential advice
services

Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

3.5 Extended
Schools

To share good practice with the
Extended Schools Coordinators, in the benefits of
children's free play as part of
their programme of activities
(see also My Play Spaces
Project 3.7)

Extended
schools coordinator.

Hertfordshire
Leisure
Section, TRDC Young
People's Plan
TRDCTP

3.6 Children's
Centres

To share good practice with the
Children Centre Managers, in
the benefits of children's free
play as part of their programme
of activities

Children's
Centre
Managers,
HCC CSF

Hertfordshire
Leisure
Section, TRDC Young
People's Plan
TRDCTP

2008 Successful play
projects as part of the 2013
Children Centre
Programme

Medium

3.7 My Play
Spaces Project
(lottery
application)

Develop 3 projects that will
provide free, open-access play
activities for children aged 5+ in
South Oxhey Playing Fields,
Leavesden Country Park and
KGV Playing Fields in Mill End

Play
Development
Officer, TRDC

Leisure
Services
Env. Services,
TRDC.
(Principal
Landscape
Officer,
Biodiversity
Projects
Officer)
Hertsmere
Leisure
YMCA
Woodlands
HAYP
Extended
Schools Coordinators.
Mencap.
Equal Opps.
Forum.
HAND

Every Child
Matters

430 children benefiting 2008 from activities per year 2013

High

Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan

1,440 attendances at
activities by local
children per year

TRDC
Strategic Plan

30 families with
children with
disabilities per annum
integrated into the
projects

The emphasis of the projects is
to encourage safe outdoor play
with the aim of local children
creating their own play spaces
out of the environment for the
local community and future
generations

Key
Strategic
Links

Head Teachers
of local cluster Voluntary
Sector
groups

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

Successful My Play
Spaces (Lottery
projects) projects in
liaison with Extended
Schools

2008 2013

Medium

HCC - CSF
Extended
Schools
Managers
TRDC Leisure
Services
HCC - CSF
Children's
Centre
Managers
TRDC
BIG Lottery
Grant
£197,000
TRDC Play
Dev. Officer to
manage My
Play Spaces
Projects on
behalf of the
working group.
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

3.8
Environmental
Play

Encourage free play
opportunities in the district
nature reserves. Examples of
activities include pond dipping,
butterfly catching etc

Projects
Environmental
Officer TRDC

Play Dev.
Every Child
Officer & Active Matters
Comm.
Hertfordshire
Officer.
Young
People's Plan

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

120 attendances at
environmental
workshops by local
children per year

2008 2013

Medium

TRDC Leisure
Services

2,650 attendances at
Easter & Summer
holiday playschemes
per year

2008 2013

High

TRDC Leisure
Services

1,440 attendances at
Easter & Summer
holiday playschemes
by children on a low
income per year

2008 2013

High

TRDC Leisure
Services

200 attendances at
Annual
national Playday event August
annually

High

TRDC Leisure
Services

TRDC
Strategic Plan
3.9
Playschemes

Maintain funding and resources
for the existing inclusive
Playscheme service

Play
Development
Officer, TRDC

HCC CSF
Voluntary
sector

Every Child
Matters
Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan
TRDC
Strategic Plan

3.10
Maintain funding and resources Play
Playscheme
for the Playscheme Referral
Development
Referral Project Project (supporting families on a Officer, TRDC
low income to access
playscheme opportunities)

3.11 National
Playday

Continue to organise and
Play
celebrate an event that supports Development
National Playday in Three Rivers Officer, TRDC
& Leisure
Officers

Local
Providers, PCT
Health Visitors
& Social
Workers, HCC
CSF

Every Child
Matters
Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan
TRDC
Strategic Plan

Local
Every Child
Providers, HCC Matters
CSF
Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan
TRDC
Strategic Plan
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

3.12
Provide sessions for parents on
Supporting
the benefits of play via HomeParents to Play Start visits
1-5 years

Home-Start
Manager

Health Visitors ECM
Trained
volunteers

Herts. Young
People’s Plan

3.13
Developing a
professional
workforce

Play
Development
Officer, TRDC

Skills Active
(Eastern
Region)

National
Workforce
Development
Strategy
Every Child
Matters
Hertfordshire
Young
People's Plan
TRDC
Strategic Plan

2009 Meet the National
2013
Workforce
Development Strategy
for playworkers

Every Child
Matters

Quarterly Reporting to 2008 Executive Committee 2013
TRDC and the Big
Lottery

High

Attendance of
partners at meetings
and distribution of
minutes

High

Provide training programmes
and professional development
opportunities to playworkers
that support the delivery of
projects identified within the
strategy

Learning 4
Leisure
Programme
TRDC
Voluntary
sector
HCC

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

50 families

20082013

Medium

External Grant

High

TRDC Leisure
Services
External Grant
Funding (TBC).

12 appropriately
qualified playworkers
delivering TRDC
services annually

4 Measuring Success
4.1
Performance
Management

Incorporate the Play Strategy
milestones into the TRDC
Performance Management
reporting system

Leisure
HCC CSF
Development
TRCTP
Manager &
Contracts and
Performance
Manager,
TRDC

4.2 Partners

Leisure Development Manager
(TRDC) to feedback progress
and outcomes of the action
plan to the TRDCTP full
meetings (2 per year)

Leisure
Development
Manager/Play
Development
Officer, TRDC

Hertfordshire
Young People's
Plan TRDC
Strategic Plan

See appendix TRDCTP CYPP
A. for the full
Plan
list of partners Community
Strategy 20062012

2008 2013

TRDC Internal

Bi-annual update on
(Children &
outcomes from Play
Young People Strategy Action Plan
are a crosscutting theme)
LAA targets
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Action

Aim

Lead
Officers

Partners

Key
Strategic
Links

Milestones

Timescale

Priority * Resources

4.3 Evaluation

Evaluate the success of the Play
Strategy Action Plan to establish
if aims, objectives and
milestones have been met.
Within this, evaluation feedback
and consultation with children
and young people will be
undertaken

Leisure
Development
Manager,
TRDC

Research
Consultants

Every Child
Matters

Undertake further
consultation with
children, parents and
carers to identify if
access to play
opportunities has
improved

2012

High

Local Schools Hertfordshire
and community Young
People's Plan
providers
HCC CSF
TRCSF
Strategic
Services

TRDC
Strategic Plan

Present findings to the
Executive Committee
TRDC and the
TRDCTP
Publish a report
detailing the findings
of the consultation
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TRDC Internal.
£3,000 Big
Lottery Grant

Section Nine: Evaluation Plan
The National Children's Play Council has been funded to
develop a small number of strategic indicators for assessing
local authority performance. These indicators have been
designed to ensure the availability of quality facilities and
spaces for all children's play and informal recreation across
local areas.
The indicators were piloted during 2006 for potential use
within the Comprehensive Performance Assessment and Joint
Area Reviews of Children's Services which form part of the
Every Child Matters inspection framework. They demonstrate
the potential contribution of play opportunities to key
outcomes for children.
Although the indicators are being piloted at the time of forming
this strategy, partners see the value of their use to assess the
work in the "Access to Play" projects, combined with a
number of local quantitative and qualitative performance
indicators (SMART Targets). Some of these will be newly
introduced Performance Indicator (PI) targets and others will
form part of already existing PI monitoring systems.
Monitoring of the District Play Strategy
The five-year play strategy will be monitored by the Executive
Committee of Three Rivers District Council and reviewed on a
rolling programme by incorporating the strategy's milestones
and SMART targets into the Council's Performance
Management Reporting System. The strategy will be reviewed
after three years and updated to extend the life of the strategy
into the next five years. In addition an update on the progress
of the action plan will be given to the District Children's Trust
Partnership twice annually for review.
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Monitoring of the Key Actions and Projects of the District Play Strategy
* Resources identified are in addition to the existing agreed revenue service budgets i.e. staff wages, project costs.
Action

Project

Lead

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

Timescale

* Resources

1.1 Youth
Champion

Support the Youth Champion,
members of Leisure and
Community Policy Panel and
Executive Committee

TRDC Head of Leisure
Services

Attendance at 3 Youth
Council meetings and 2
TRDCTP meetings per
year

Minutes from the
meetings

2008 - 2013

TRDC
Councillor time

100 Guests including 50 Performance Indicators Annual
children and people
Evidence of website hits 2008 - 2013
attending the launch
event
Number of published
7200 annual hits to the
press releases
Council's Leisure
website pages and
Production of Easter &
7200 Herts Direct
summer school holiday
Children's Services site
activities brochures
20 press releases per
year

Three Rivers
District Council
Leisure
Services
officers and
partners

1.2 Marketing Launch Strategy
Play
Website development campaigns
to promote children's play
opportunities with links to
Hertsdirect.gov.uk and other
partner sites.

Herts. County Council,
Children, Schools and
Families department
(HCC, CS&F)

All partner communications teams
to support raising the profile of
children's play

Representation of
children and young
people's views at
strategic and policy
setting meetings

29,000 school holiday
activity leaflets per year
1.3
Consultation
and
Engagement

TRDC Youth Council
Existing children's activity
programmes.
Young People's Forum (Youth
Service)
TRDCTP children's consultations
(Linked to the Country Children's
Trust Board)

46

TRCTP Planning and
Co-ordination Group

Children's Trust targets

Face-to-face forums

TRDC (Leisure) minimum Questionnaires
of two consultations per
Children Trust Away
year
Weekend training with
children and young
people representing
Three Rivers District

Ongoing

All partners

2008 - 2013

See 4.3

Action

Project

Lead

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

Timescale

* Resources

1.4 Local
Development
Framework

Adoption of planning guidance
documents

TRDC Planning Policy
Officers

Adoption completed

Executive Committee
approval

By 2010

TRDC officers'
time

1.5 Open
Implement, where appropriate,
Space Strategy the play issues identified in the
(PPG17)
action plan of the Open Spaces
Strategy

TRDC Head of Planning Complete actions by the
and Head of Leisure
life of the TRDC Open
Services
Spaces Strategy and
Action Plan 2005 - 2012

Report to Members at
TRDC Leisure and
Community Services
Policy Panel and the
Housing and
Environment Policy
Panel

By 2012

TRDC officers'
time

1.6 Adoption
of National
Play Charter

Adoption of the revised National
Play Charter

Chair of the TRCTP

TRCTP Action Plan

2009 - 2010

TRCTP

1.7
Safeguarding
Children

To ensure that play providers in
Safeguarding Children
Three Rivers adopt the guidance Board (SCB)
developed in Hertfordshire by the
Safeguarding Children Board
(SCB)

35 organisations
completed the s11
Action Plan of the SCB

SCB require all
By 2009
organisations within the
Children's Trust in
Hertfordshire and other
agencies working with
children to complete the
required s11 Action Plan

All partners
and
organisations
who provide
children's
services in the
district

2.1 Transport

To share with HCC the findings of HCC Transport
the consultation that young
Department and TRDC
people desire a bus transport link Leisure Officers
from the district to the Woodside
Leisure complex in Watford

Identify 5 key play sites
in the district and identify
number of gaps in
transport provision to
these sites

Findings shared with the 2010 - 2012
TRCTP and Local
Strategic Partnership
(Access to Services)

HCC and
TRDC officers'
time

TRDC to adopt revised
charter by 2009
Two further partners to
adopt revised charter by
2010
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Action

Project

Lead

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

Timescale

* Resources

2.2 Disability
Access

Supporting children with
disabilities to access inclusive
play opportunities

TRDC Play Development
Officer in partnership
with DCTP Lead Officer,
Equal Opportunities
Forum, Mencap and
Herts. Additional Needs
Database (HAND)

15 children per year
integrated into the
mainstream TRDC
playscheme services

Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
the TRDC Leisure and
Community Panel and
DCTP Action Plan

2008-2013

TRDC, TRCTP,
Mencap and
HAND

30 families with children
with disabilities included Qualitative questionnaire
in My Play Spaces
based on the Every
Lottery projects
Child Matters outcomes
Two issues of the HAND
newsletter to contain
information on play
opportunities in Three
Rivers

2.3 Young
Carers'
Access

Support children who have caring TRDC Play Development Year One 6 YP provided
responsibilities to access play
Officer in partnership
with sustainable
opportunities
with the Herts. Young
opportunities
Carers Association
Year Two 10 YP
provided with
sustainable opportunities

2.4 Access for Support children and families
less affluent
living in less affluent areas to
families with
access play opportunities
children

48

TRDC Leisure Officers

200 children benefiting
from My Play Spaces
Lottery project activities
100 children attending
the playschemes
identified as living in
families on low incomes

PI on number of
2010 - 2012
sessions each individual
child attends
Face-to-face
discussions on individual
outcomes on attending
the play opportunities
(personal development)
2008 - 2013
Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
TRDC Leisure and
Community Policy Panel

Project funding
bid to be made
by Young
Carers to the
HCC and other
funds

See 3.7 & 3.9

Action

Project

Lead

2.5 Access to
adventure and
risk in outdoor
play

Access the feasibility to develop a TRDC Play Development
Officer and Principal
Go Ape Centre in Three Rivers
district to support children in
Landscape Officer
accessing play with adventure
and risk

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

Timescale

* Resources

Establish a business
plan with Go Ape

Report to TRDC Leisure 2011 - 2013
and Community
Services Policy Panel

TRDC and
external
funding partner
to be
investigated

Planning application
approved for a suitable
site
Funding secured

3.1
Installation of concrete low key
Skateboarding skateboard area in South Oxhey
Area

TRDC Leisure
Development Manager

Informal skate area is
By 2008
RoSPA approved
designed and installed in
4 spot checks to the site
consultation with the
to survey usage
local children.
Opened by 2008

£80,000
Capital
Funding from
Three Rivers
District Council

50 young people at the
site over the 4 spot
checks (two off peak
and two peak times of
the year)
3.2 Fixed Play
Areas
Development

Implement the second phase of
upgrading and refurbishing the
Council owned play areas

TRDC Leisure
Two sites per year
Development Manager
in partnership with the
Council Property and
Facility Management
section and
Environmental Protection
Manager

Reports to Members at
the Leisure and
Community Panel on
progress and budget

Capital bid to Three-year
be made in
capital bid to
2008
be approved
by the
If successful Members of
work to be
TRDC
undertaken
2009 - 2012
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Action

Project

Lead

3.3 CSF
Education

To support the School Sports
School Sports
Partnership in delivering the Play Partnership Manager
Leaders project throughout all the
district primary schools

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

100 Play Leaders per
annum

Reporting in the
2008 - 2010
reviewed School Sports
Partnership Plan (2005 - 2010 - 2012
2010)

Timescale

TRDC Sports
Development Plan (draft)
To support Head Teachers in
embedding play as part of the
school culture

Head Teachers
Consortium

6 schools per year
introduce creative play
markings on school site

* Resources

Schools Sport
Partnership
Primary
Schools (PE
Co-ordinators)
Youth Sports
Trust

Annual review of the
Play Strategy

Schools Sport
Partnership
Primary
Schools (PE
Co-ordinators)
Youth Sports
Trust

3.4 CSF Youth To implement the annual local
Service
activity and service programmes

Youth Service

PI targets set as part of
the offer plan and
monitored via HCC

Number of subject hours 2008 - 2013
provided to young people

Extended Schools Coordinators and Head
Teachers of the local
school cluster groups,
HCC

2 play activities within
the Extended Schools
programme per year

Usage numbers
reported in PIs to the
Leisure and Community
Services Policy Panel

Children Centre
Managers, HCC, CSF

Two projects per Centre Children's Play Centre
per year of play related Managers to report to
projects as part of the
the TRCTP
Children's Play Centre's
programmes

Area Team Manager
HCC

3.5 Extended To share good practice with the
Schools
Extended Schools Co-ordinators,
Programme
in the benefits of children's free
play as part of their programme of
activities
(see also My Play Spaces Project
3.7)
3.6 Children's To share good practice with the
Centres
Children Centre Managers, in the
benefits of children's free play as
part of their programme of
activities
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HCC Youth
Service

Usage figures
2008 - 2013

HCC, CSF,
TRDC Leisure
Services

2008 - 2013

HCC, CSF

Qualitative questionnaire
based on the Every
Child Matters outcomes

Action

3.7 My Play
Spaces Project
(Lottery
application)

Project

Develop 3 programmes that will
provide free, open-access play
activities for children aged 5+ in
South Oxhey Playing Fields,
Leavesden Country Park and
KGV Playing Fields in Mill End

Lead

Play Development
Officer
Three Rivers District
Council

The emphasis of the projects are
to encourage safe outdoor play
with the aim of local children
creating their own play spaces
out of the environment for the
whole community and future
generations

SMART Target

430 children benefiting
from My Play Spaces
activities per year
1,440 attendances at
activities by local
children per year
30 families benefiting
from My Play Spaces
activities by children
with disabilities per year

Methods of
Evaluation
Usage numbers
reported in PIs to the
Leisure and Community
Services Policy Panel

Timescale

* Resources

2008 - 2011

Big Lottery
Funding grant
for £197,000

Qualitative questionnaire
based on the Every
Child Matters outcomes

3.8
Environmental
Play

Encourage free play opportunities TRDC Biodiversity
in local nature reserves
Projects Officer

120 number of
attendances at
environmental
workshops by local
children

Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
the TRDC Leisure and
Community Panel

2008 - 2013

TRDC Leisure
Services
(Trees and
Landscape
section)

3.9
Playschemes

Maintain funding and resources
for the existing inclusive
playscheme service

TRDC Play
Development Officer

2,650 attendances at
the Easter and summer
holiday playschemes

Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
the TRDC Leisure and
Community Panel

2008 - 2013

TRDC Leisure
Services

3.10
Maintain funding and resources
Playscheme
for the Playscheme Referral
Referral Project Project (supporting families on
low incomes to access the
playschemes)

TRDC Play
Development Officer

1,440 children attending
the playschemes
identified as living in
families on low incomes

Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
the TRDC Leisure and
Community Panel

2008 - 2013

TRDC Leisure
Services

3.11 National
Playday

TRDC Play Development 200 children attending
Officer and Leisure
the event
Officers

Annual Performance
Indicators reported to
the TRDC Leisure and
Community Panel

August
anually

TRDC Leisure
Services

Continue to organise and
celebrate an event that supports
National Playday in Three Rivers
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Action

Project

3.12
Provide sessions for parents on
Supporting
the benefits of play
Parents to Play who attend Home-Start

Lead

SMART Target

Methods of
Evaluation

Timescale

* Resources

Home-Start manager

50 families per annum

National and local
Performance Indicators
feedback from Parents
and Children

2008-2013

External Grant

3.13
Developing a
professional
workforce

Provide training programmes and TRDC Play Development 12 qualified and trained
workers each year
Officer
professional development
opportunities to playworkers that
support the delivery of projects
identified within the strategy

Records of achievement 2009 - 2013
in certificated training
(staff personnel files)

TRDC Leisure
Services

4.1
Performance
Management

Incorporate the Play Strategy
milestones into the TRDC
Performance Management
reporting system and TRCTP
evaluation plan

See Methods of
Evaluation above

2008 - 2013

TRDC

4.2 Partners

Review the partnership to ensure TRDC Play Development Children's Trust Action
that the group of stakeholders
Plan targets
Officer
continue to meet the District-wide
TRDC (Leisure) minimum
play priorities and that children
of two consultations per
continue to be involved in the
year
process

Face-to-face forums

2008 - 2013

All partners

TRDC Contracts and
Performance Manager

See SMART Target
above

Questionnaires

External Grant
tbc.

See 4.3

Children's Trust Away
weekend training with
children and young
people representing
Three Rivers District
TRDC Youth Council
Youth Services Forum

4.3 Evaluation
and Monitoring
of the District
Play Strategy
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Evaluate the success of the Play
Strategy action plan to establish
that the aims, objectives and
milestones have been met
Undertake consultation to
measure the impact of the
projects on the children's play
opportunities in the district, in
particular the Big Lottery funded
initiatives

TRDC Leisure
Development Manager

Deliver 28 actions of the Annual reports to
Members and TRCTP
District Play Strategy
reporting on outcomes
and performance
indicators from each
project
Consultation project to
measure the impact of
the projects on the
children's play opportunities in the district

Annual
reviews of all
performance
monitoring
targets

Three Rivers
District Council
(TRDC) Leisure
Development
Officers and
Members of the
Full Review in TRCTP Planning
and Co2012 in
ordinating
preparation
Group
for new five
year strategy £3,000 from Big
Lottery Fund

Glossary

LSP

Local Strategic Partnership

BME

Black & Minority Ethnic

Ofsted

Office for Standards in Education

CSF

Children's Schools and Families

PPG17

Policy Planning Guidance

DCMS

Department of Culture, Media and Sport

LAA

Local Area Agreement

ECM

Every Child Matters

PCT

Primary Care Trust

GIS

Geographical Information System

TRDCTP

Three Rivers District Children's Trust Partnership

HQS

Herts Quality Standard

HRBS

Related Behaviour Survey

SPICE
Social Interaction, Physical Activity, Intellectual
Stimulation, Creative Achievement, Emotional Stability
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Appendix A

Woodhall School

Three Rivers Children's Trust Partnership:
List of partners

Shepherd School
Extended Schools
Connexions

Relate (Watford)

Yorke Mead School

Three Rivers District Council Leisure

Citizens Advice Bureau

Primary Care Trust ( West Herts)

Council for Voluntary Services

Three Rivers District Council Community Partnership

Three Rivers District Council Housing

South Oxhey Pre-School Support

Eastbury Farm School

Three Rivers Councillor Ann Shaw OBE

Hertfordshire County Council

Children Schools and Families (HCC)

Three Rivers District Council Chief Executive

Hertfordshire Youth Service

South Oxhey Children's Centre

Dacorum Primary Care Trust (Health)

Police ( Hertfordshire)

Mencap (Watford)

Home-Start (Watford)

Hertfordshire Adult Learning Partnership
Rickmansworth Children's Centre
Children's Fund Team
Greenfield's Primary School
Youth Offending Team
YMCA
School Governor
Wildlife Trust
Rickmansworth School
Herts Aphasic
Three Rivers Learning Forum
Youth Inclusion Support Team
Breakspeare School
Sea Cadets
Red Cross

55

Appendix B
Consultation with children and young people
on play January 2007
In order to build up an evidence base for future work and
development in play, Cordis Bright were commissioned by a
panel of young people, Members and officers of the District
Council to undertake consultations with young people within
the district.
The scope of the work identified specifically hard-to-reach
target groups and required the use of a variety of imaginative
methods. These methods included children drawing their
ideas and experiences on paper and the use of disposable
cameras for the children to record their opinions (see adjacent
photographs and on page 14). This approach allowed
children who had communication barriers (whether through
disability, age, language or shyness) to still have a meaningful
involvement in the consultation process.
The venues selected for the ten Consultation Forums were
also sympathetic to the intended target groups. For example,
in order to consult with young carers, the meeting was held at
the Otley Preventative Centre in South Oxhey which offers a
support service to children who have caring responsibilities
and a Mencap After School Club was used to consult with
children with severe learning difficulties. These efforts
engaged 150 difficult to reach boys and girls aged 3 - 16 to
participate in the consultation and help to shape the future
services in play. In addition 384 adults completed a
questionnaire about their views on play provision.
This piece of work, the methods and findings of which are
detailed in Section Four, has provided officers with a
significant base of knowledge to improve services for the
young people of Three Rivers and include their views in future
play provision.
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Photo fieldwork:
My favourite play activities

If you would like this
information translated into
another language please
contact Three Rivers District
Council on 01923 776611

If you need this information in large print, braille or another
format call 01923 776611 Minicom 01923 727303
This information is also available on our website at
www.threerivers.gov.uk

