APPENDIX 6: REVISED TEXT FOR CORE STRATEGY
‘PREFERRED OPTIONS’ DOCUMENT
The proposed changes in this document will result in changes to the original
Core Strategy ‘Preferred Options’ document. This is specifically in relation
to Core Policy 2- Preferred Policy Approach- Housing Supply.
Changes to the original text are highlighted as follows: additional text is underlined,
deleted text is struck through. All changes are referenced by an endnote. The original
paragraph numbers are used for ease of reference. Please note that references to
Appendices and Table numbers relate to those in the original ‘Preferred Options’
document, not in this Paper. These may need to be renumbered in the final version.
Providing an Adequate and Continuous Supply of Housing
to meet Strategic Requirements
National Context

7.11

Local planning authorities must ensure a continuous supply of housing land
over the next 5, 10 and 15 years to meet local needs. They should undertake
a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment to assess the potential to
accommodate new housing development within, or adjacent to, urban areas.

7.12

Whilst the priority is to re-use previously developed land (brown-field) and make better use
of existing land and buildings, land outside the urban area also needs to be investigated
including greenfield sites and sites in the Green Belt. The Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment helps inform decisions on the type, location, availability and phasing of future
housing sites over a 15-year period from the date of adoption of the Core Strategy document.
Regional Context

7.13

The East of England Plan1 requires Three Rivers to accommodate 4,000 dwellings over the
period from 2001-2021, which equates to a target of 200 homes per year. Until the East of
England Plan is reviewed, it is assumed that the 200 homes per year target will continue
to 2026, therfore an additional 1,000 dwellings will need to be provided from
2021 - 2026.a
Local Context

7.14

7.15

During the Issues and Options consultation in 2007, it was projected
that there would be insufficient capacity in the District to meet the
regional target. At that time, this took into account:
n

What had already been built since 2001

n

What was ‘in the pipeline’ in terms of sites with planning permission

n

The ‘capacity’ of the urban area to accommodate new houses.

It was projected that there was likely to be a shortfall of around 900 dwellings
over the Plan period, with insufficient annual provision being made, particularly
from 2014/15 onwards. As a consequence, the Council consulted on a broad
range of housing locations outside the urban area, on the edge of existing
settlements, which could potentially meet the identified shortfall.

1 Policy H1: Regional Housing Provision 2001-2021
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7.19

In relation to Figure 8, details of the Council’s preferred ‘larger housing sites’ are
set out in Appendix 4. Details of the Council’s preferred ‘smaller housing sites’,
as informed by the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, are set out in
Appendix 5. The precise boundaries of sites will be developed as part of a subsequent
Site Allocations Document. c It should be noted that future development proposals
on these sites will be tested in detail as part of the development control process.

7.20

Taking into account the numbers of housing already completed, those ‘in the pipeline’
with planning permission and those that are expected to come forward on identified
sites, it is expected that there will be sufficient capacity in the District to meet the regional
target up to 2026a. On the assumption that all of the identified housing sites come
forward, there will be sufficient capacity to 2022 a. This reflects that some housing will be
located on the edge of existing settlements, within the broad housing areas as referred
to in the Preferred Spatial Strategy and Place-Making policies and Key Diagram.

7.21

Local authorities are required to plan to meet housing needs 15 years after the date
upon which the Core Strategy document has been adopted. It is anticipated that the
Core Strategy will be adopted in 2011d, requiring a continuous supply until 2026a. The
Council acknowledges that on the basis of sites currently identified, and the continuation
of the current East of England Plan target of 200 dwellings per annum after 2021,
there is likely to be a shortage in identified housing supply of around 600 dwellings
between 2021-2026. However the Council considers that the supply of housing post2021 will need to be reassessed as part of the review of the Regional Spatial Strategy.
At that time the Council will identify broad locations for growth to cover the period up
to 2026/2031. It is anticipated that housing supply over this period will continue to
come from within, and on the edge of, existing settlements, and may include potential
sources of supply identified in the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment.

7.22

In essence whilst priority will be given to focusing development on sites within
the existing settlements, there is recognition that some peripheral locations
will also be needed in the longer term to meet need a. Regular monitoring
will help assess the appropriateness of this strategy over time.

7.23

A broad indication of when housing will come forward over future years can be
provided through a phasing strategy. The Council will seek to phase the amount
of housing coming forward having regard to the following considerations:
n

n

The deliverability of housing sites on the ground

n

The likely infrastructure requirements of development

n

n

7.24

The need to provide a rolling 5-year supply of housing averaging a minimum
of 200 dwellings per annum to meet the Regional Spatial Strategy target

The sequential approach whereby previously developed and urban sites come
forward in advance of greenfield sites and taking into account flood risk
Regular monitoring of sites coming forward

On the basis of the results of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and an
assessment of deliverability of sites, Figure 9 gives a broad indication of the likely phasing
for housing site delivery. The phasing for specific sites is indicated in Appendix 4 for larger
housing sites, and Appendix 5 for smaller housing sites.
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Endnotes
a Reflects an objection from the Government Office for the East of England (GOEast) at 		
the original ‘Preferred Options’ stage. Local authorities are required to plan to meet
housing needs 15 years after the date upon which the Core Strategy document has
been adopted. It is anticipated that the Core Strategy will be adopted in 2011, requiring a
continuous supply until 2026. Relevant references to 2021 have been changes to 2026.
b Table altered to take into account housing supply to 2026. Also updated to
reflect up-to-date position with planning permissions as at 1.9.09.
c Reference to a future Site Allocations document has been deleted. This reflects the fact that housing
sites, large and small, have already been identified and well defined in the Core Strategy document.
d Reflects a delay in the anticipated adoption of the Core Strategy form 2010 to
2011, due primarily to additional ‘Preferred Options’ public consultation.
e Table updated to include additional five-year phase between 2021-26. This assumes a continuation of the
current rate of 200 dwellings per annum in accordance with
Policy H1 of the East of England Plan 2001-2021.
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