APPENDIX 4: HOUSING SITES SELECTION CRITERIA
Agreed Criteria for Assessing Housing Locations
The Council has prepared criteria for the selection of housing sites. These have
been developed through earlier public consultation on the Core Strategy and link in
closely with the sustainability appraisal process. The approach is set out below:
Scoring
For every site/area being considered a score of 1-10 has been allocated where 1 reflects
where a site/area scores poorly in relation to the Criteria and 10 where it reflects very highly.
Each site/area has been assessed and scored in turn against each of the Criteria in Table 2
on page 38 and all of the scores derived for each Criterion will be added up to give an overall
score for each site/area. The general approach is that those sites/areas with the highest
overall scores have been considered as those with the most potential for future housing
development. Those with the lowest scores have been eliminated and not considered further.
The scoring has been carried out as objectively as possible taking into account the
location of the site/area in relation to the Criterion/Constraint and potential impact. GIS
mapping systems have been used to help with the process to measure distances in this
regard. In some cases, for a site/area to score highly it is better to be further away from a
Criterion (e.g. an environmental designation such as a Site of Special Scientific Interest)
but in others it is better to be located closer to services (e.g. a rail station or health
facility). The distances specified will vary according to the Criteria and what is considered
‘reasonable’ distances in relation to each. They have been derived from standards
used in national, regional and local planning policy and/or Sustainability Appraisals.
Weighting
Once scores for each Criterion have been ascertained (this will range from between 1 and
10), they have been multiplied by a factor of between 1 and 5 depending on how important
that Criterion is in relation to permitting development in an area. All the Criteria identified
are important but it is necessary to distinguish between degrees of importance in this
exercise. The five different categories of Weighting are set out in Table 1 on the next page.
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