THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Audit Committee held in the   Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Tuesday 18 March 2014   from 7.30pm to 8.40pm  .

Present:
  Councillors Sarah Nelmes (Chairman), Peter Ray (Vice Chairman), Eric Bishop, Paul Gordon, Joy Mann and Brian White.

Officers in attendance:
  

Joanne Wagstaffe
Director of Finance

Paul Dossett
Grant Thornton UK LLP

Richard Lawson
Grant Thornton UK LLP

Chris Wood
Shared Services Audit Manager

Alan Power
Head of Finance

Phil King
Emergency Planning and Risk Manager


Elwyn Wilson
Democratic Services Manager.

Gary Turner
Fraud Manager


  AC35/13
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the   Audit Committee held on 14 November 2013   were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

AC36/13
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS


The Chairman ruled that the following item which had not been on deposit for five clear days was of sufficient urgency to be considered at the meeting for the reason indicated:

Agenda Item 8
-
External Audit Recommendations Appendix 2 

 To enable action to be taken on recommendations.

AC37/13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None submitted.

AC38/13
EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S UPDATE


This report allowed the Committee to ask questions on an update from the external auditor on emerging issues affecting District Councils.

In reply to questions the External Auditor stated that in respect of the Local Government Pension Scheme any shortfall by other Councils to the Scheme would not impact on this Council.

RESOLVED:-



that Members note the contents of the March 2014 Update.

AC39/13
FRAUD BRIEFING 2013

This report gave details of the Audit Commission’s Protecting the Public Purse 2013 and provided comparative information for this Council.

It was noted that a presentation by this Council’s Fraud Manager would be made before the next meeting of the Committee concerning RIPA Communications data.

RESOLVED:-



that the contents of the Fraud Briefing be noted.

AC40/13
EXTERNAL AUDIT – CERTIFICATION WORK REPORT 2012/13

This report allowed the Committee to ask questions of the external auditor concerning his Certification Work Report.  

The Director of Finance confirmed that in respect of the submission of claims for Housing Benefit these had been submitted by the deadline.

RESOLVED:-



that the contents of the Certification Work Report be noted.

AC41/13
EXTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS


This report gave details of the progress made in implementing the recommendations of the external auditor.


In reply to questions, the Director of Finance stated that in respect of lessons learned in relation to the  report on William Penn Leisure Centre  these would be taken into account in respect of the South Oxhey Regeneration Project

RESOLVED:-



that progress in implementing the external auditor’s recommendations be noted.   

AC42/13
INTERNAL AUDIT PLANS 2014/2015


The Committee received the proposed Internal Audit Plans for 2014/2015.


RESOLVED:-



that the contents of the Audit Plans for 2014/15 be noted.

AC43/13
INTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS  

  This report gave details of the progress made in implementing the recommendations of the internal auditor.


The Internal Audit Manager updated his report to indicate that 92% Audit Plan days had been delivered and that three more Audit Reports had been finalised.


Officers undertook to provide a written reply concerning the present position on the Management Agreement documents with Hertsmere Leisure.

RESOLVED:-


(1)
that progress in completion of the audit plans is noted;

(2)
that amendments to the Audit Plan be approved; and

(3)
that progress in implementing the internal auditor’s recommendations is noted.

(4)     a written reply be provided concerning the present position in respect of the Management Agreement documents with Hertsmere Leisure.
AC44/13
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (AGS) – ACTION PLAN UPDATE

This report gave details of the progress in implementing the actions required resulting from the Annual Governance Statement.


RESOLVED:-




that the progress made against the action plan be noted.

AC45/13
  FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY RISKS


This report enabled the Committee to monitor financial and budgetary risks. 


RESOLVED:-



that the financial and budgetary risks facing the Council be noted.

AC46/13
AUDIT & INTERNAL CONTROL -   ANNUAL REVIEW OF RISK MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND OPERATIONAL RISKS


  This report summarised the Council’s risk management arrangements and included revised Risk Registers for each service.


RESOLVED:-



that   the Council’s risk management arrangements and the Risk Registers for operational risks be noted.
AC47/13
COMMITTEE’S WORK PROGRAMME


The Committee was requested to review and make necessary changes to its Work Programme.


The Committee made the following amendments:

	Add
	Date

	
	

	Asset Register Update
	25 September 2014

	
	

	Presentation re RIPA Communication Data
	26 June 2014 (6.30pm)



RESOLVED:-



that subject to the amendments above the work programme be approved.

CHAIRMAN
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