	FULL EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT FORM B

	Function being assessed: Cemeteries


	Is this a new function or a review of an existing function?

Review of existing function



	What are the aims/purpose of the function?

To provide burial spaces for deceased persons

To maintain the cemeteries for family and friends visiting the deceased.


	Is the function designed to meet specific needs such as the needs of minority ethnic groups, older people, disabled people etc? 
Religion

Woodcock Hill cemetery has a dedicated Muslim section. This is because within Islam, all persons must be buried facing east and where possible within 24 hours of death. For this reason there is a dedicated section for Muslims within the cemetery, which always has grave plots already dug within it. The land within this section has been prepurchased by Batlers Wells Foundation (a muslim community group) who co-ordinate the burial process. This may include contacting the grounds operative direct  at the weekend.

In the past the Council arranged for the bishop to consecrate large areas of land within the cemetery for Christian burials. This practice is no longer carried out, which means that a person of any religious denomination can be buried in any area of the cemetery (other than the muslim section). If required the individual grave plots can be consecrated at the time of burial. 
Similarly,  although there is a chapel at Chorleywood Road cemetery there is not one at Woodcock Hill, in order to not preclude any religious faith.  Muslims need to pray immediately after a burial takes place and they currently use the waiting room to do so. As both male and female toilets are accessed via this waiting room, the Council has received complaints from other cemetery users that this can be intimidating, and also this arrangement might be perceived as an unsatisfactory prayer facility.
Age

The Council does not charge for the cost of interment for a child under the age 12 months.

There is a designated children’s section for people under the age of 12. Full burial prices are charged in this Section (if over 12 months old). Other authorities offer a reduced rate.

Disabled

Certain parts of the cemetery have shingle pathways, which may make access with a wheelchair difficult. Neither male or female toilets are DDA compliant.


	What information has been gathered on this function? (Indicate the type of information gathered e.g. statistics, consultation, other monitoring information)? Attach a summary or refer to where the evidence can be found.

Statistics – cemetery usage figures, gravespace records
Consultation with Batlers Wells Muslim group.
Benchmarking of prices with other Hertfordshire authorities.



	Does your analysis of the information show different outcomes for different groups (higher or lower uptake/failure to access/receive a poorer or inferior service)? If yes, which aspects of the policy or function contribute to inequality? 
The Council has received a small number of complaints that the prepurchase of land by Batlers Wells Foundation is inequitable, as no other religious denomination can prepurchase.


	Are these differences justified (e.g. are there legislative or other constraints)? If they are, explain in what way.
These differences are justified due to the religious constraints regarding burial within the Islamic faith. The requirement of Islam for persons to be buried within 24 hours of death means that there are always at least 2 pre-dug graves within the muslim section. This would not be practical within other areas of the cemetery due to the large number of visitors and health and safety concerns. The graves within the muslim section also all face East towards Mecca. This is against the natural incline within the cemetery and therefore only practiced within this part.

Although public perception may be that Muslims are getting an enhanced level of service by allowing to pre-purchase, there is no financial gain – Batlers Wells pay the difference in price for the gravespace used, compared to when the land was bought.  The graves are also not pre-allocated to any one person and the graves are filled up in lines, leaving no gaps. These 3 concerns were the basis of the Exec decision to cease the practice of prepurchasing in other areas of the cemetery.


	What action needs to be taken as a result of this Equality Impact Assessment to address any detrimental impacts or meet previously unidentified need?

A reduction in fees and charges for under 12s to be considered as part of the 2007 fees and charges review.
Cemetery toilets to be revisited as part of DDA review in 2008.



	When will you evaluate the impact of action taken? (When next programmed on the Corporate Equality Plan? Post project review?)

March 2010



	Assessment completed by:

NAME  Alison Page
SERVICE  Environmental Protection
DATE  30 March 2007


Please send your completed assessment to your service head. Completed forms should attached as an appendix to the relevant report and a copy sent to the Community Partnerships Unit in Corporate Development, Strategic Services. 
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