THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Executive Committee held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 20 October 2008 from 7.30    pm to  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 8.30 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT pm.

Present:
  Councillors    ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Ann Shaw OBE (Chairman), Phil Brading, David Sansom, Alison Scarth, Roger Seabourne, Martin Trevett and Chris Whately-Smith.

Also in attendance:  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Councillors Malcolm Butwick, Geoff Dunne, Pam Hames, Chris Lloyd and Stephen Giles–Medhurst

 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Apologies for absence were received from: Councillors Matthew Bedford, Chris Hayward and Ron Spellen.

Officers:
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Steven Halls
-
Chief Executive


Elwyn Wilson
-
Democratic Services Manager


Peter Brooker
-
Director of Community and Environmental Services


David Gardner
-
Director of Corporate Resources and Governance

  
EX55/08
MINUTES


The Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 1 September 2008 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.

EX56/08
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS


 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT The Chairman ruled that the following reports and item had not been available for five clear days before the meeting but were of sufficient urgency to be considered by the Committee for the reasons indicated:–



Item 6. Financial Position Statement and Budget Monitoring report – September - ( Month 6)


The Committee needed to consider the report to enable on-going financial control.



Item 10. National free Swim Scheme



The Council are required to reply by 24 October that it wishes to participate in the scheme



Item 11. Mortgage Advances - Interest Rate



The Council are required by law to set the rate of interest to be charged on mortgages granted by the Council to 31 March 

EX57/08
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Steven Halls, Chief Executive, declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 7 Part I, National Non–Domestic Rate – Consideration of Relief, as a Member of the Rickmansworth Lawn Tennis Club and left the meeting during its consideration.


Councillor Martin Trevett as a Member of the Management Board of Chorleywood Youth Club declared personal and prejudicial interests in agenda item 1 Part II – Chorleywood Youth Club and left the meeting for that item. ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

RESOURCES

EX58/08
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE RESOURCES POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Members received   

  the recommendations of the Resources Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 11 September 2008 in relation to the following items on the Executive agenda on 20 October 2008.


Manned Guarding Contract for Three Rivers House


The reason for the recommendation was to ensure continued security of Three Rivers House.


RESOLVED:-



that permission be given to tender for a 24 hour manned guarding contract at Three Rivers House.


Contract for Insurance Services from 1 April 2009


The reason for the recommendation was to prepare for the continuation of insurance services.


RESOLVED:-



that Officers be instructed to tender for the continuation of insurance services using the open tender process.  
EX59/08
FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT AND BUDGET   MONITORING REPORT – SEPTEMBER (MONTH 6)


This report gives an update of the three-year medium-term financial plan and the position on the current year’s budget for the period ending on  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 30 September 2008.


The reason for the recommendation was to enable the Council to make decisions concerning the Council’s budget.


The Director of Corporate Resources and Governance explained the position concerning this Council’s contributions to the pension fund.  He also undertook to provide information on ‘Capital Receipts reported on page 19 of the report and cost centres 1448 and 1499.


RECOMMENDED:-



To Council:–


(1)
that the following revenue variations to the General Fund be noted and incorporated into the latest estimate:-

	Overspend / (Underspend)
	2008/09

£
	2009/10

£
	2010/11

£
	2011/12

£

	General Fund
	73,260
	208,700
	283,730
	660,440



(2)
that the following revised revenue balances on the HRA and General Fund be noted:-

	Balance at Year End (31 March)
	2008/09

£
	2009/10

£
	2010/11

£
	2011/12

£

	General Fund
	3,507,502
	3,293,431
	7,287,381
	6,774,810

	HRA
	0
	4,129,811
	0
	0



(3)
that the following variations to capital expenditure be noted and incorporated into the latest estimate.

	Overspend / (Underspend)
	2008/09

£
	2009/10

£
	2010/11

£
	2011/12

£

	Additions / (Savings)

Re-phasing
	(1,170)

(8,850)
	0

8,850
	0

0
	0

0

	Total
	(10,020)
	8,850
	0
	0



RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the Policy and Scrutiny Committees note this report; and

(2)
that written answers be provided to Members concerning cost centres 1448 and 1499 and on the capital receipts reported on page 19 of the report.

EX60/08
NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATE – CONSIDERATION OF RELIEF  

The Committee considered applications for discretionary relief from payment of the National Non-Domestic Rate.


The reason for the recommendation was that the Council had to consider each application and decide the level of discretionary relief to be granted.

  

RESOLVED:-


(1)
that discretionary relief  be granted in the reapplications of the three cases shown in the appendices to the report to the levels previously awarded; and


(2)
that the Committee awards relief until 31 March 2009 so that all future applications can be coordinated with the Leisure and Community Services department.
  

  

SUSTAINABILITY

EX61/08
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


The Committee received   

  the recommendations of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 9 September and 6 October 2008 in relation to the following items respectively on the Executive Committee agenda on 20 October 2008

Homelessness Strategy - 2008-2013


The reason for the recommendation was that the Homelessness Strategy was a statutory requirement.


RECOMMENDATION:-


(1)
that the new Homelessness Strategy 2008–2013 be approved, subject to the first objective of the Strategy being to maximise the supply of new affordable housing; and


(2)
that officers provide Members with regular updates on the progress of the Homelessness Strategy twice yearly.


Local Development Framework   - Core Strategy Development Plan Document: ‘Preferred Options’ Stage

Martin Trevett, Portfolio Holder for the Environment, informed the Committee that the report before Members dealt with strategic sites.  Smaller sites would be considered following the publication of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment   (SHLAA)  study at the end of this month.  In order not to have two sets of consultation, he suggested that consultation be carried out in January next year.  The Chairman suggested that such consultation included presentations in all areas of the district.


The Committee approved the recommendations in the report, subject to  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT minor amendments being circulated to all Members of the Executive Committee, before being agreed by the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for the Environment.  The Portfolio Holder for Community Safety undertook to circulate a letter received from the Police concerning a new West Hertfordshire Headquarters and a local Police Station for Abbots Langley.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the report be noted;


(2)
that, subject to the views of the Sustainability Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee set out in the report, the Core Strategy ‘Preferred Options’ be approved for public consultation purposes;


(3)
that any final minor changes to the Core Strategy ‘Preferred Options’ in advance of the public consultation exercise be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for the Environment subject to those changes being previously e-mailed to all Members of the Executive Committee; and


(4)
that Consultation be undertaken on both the Strategic sites and smaller ones at the same time in January next year and such consultation include presentations in all areas of the District.

EX62/08
REVIEW OF LOCAL LAND CHARGES  

The Committee considered a reduction in the Local Land Charges fee for full official searches to enable the Council to compete effectively in the property search market.


The reason for the recommendation was to enable the Authority to be more competitive in the market.  Members requested that any review of the impact of a reduction in fees should be earlier than March 2010 as suggested by the Officers.


RECOMMENDED:-



To Council:–


(1)
that the reduction in the search fee for Full Official Searches from £141 to £99, effective from 1 January 2009 be approved;


(2)
that the vacant Land Charges Officer post be frozen with immediate effect;


(3)
that the budgetary position be noted;


(4)
that officers report back on the implications of the new charging fee in September 2009; and


(5)
that the publicity campaign as described in paragraph 2.10 of the report be approved.


LEISURE AND COMMUNITY

EX63/08
NATIONAL FREE SWIM SCHEME


The Committee considered the outcome of the expression of interest by the Council to participate in the national free swim scheme.


The reason for the recommendations was for the Council to confirm that it wished to participate in the scheme.  Members requested information be obtained on whether residents of Three Rivers participated in the scheme.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that   Three Rivers District Council participates in the National Free Swim scheme for both the Over 60s and Under 16s as detailed in the report and officers be requested to identify if swimmers taking part in the scheme  were residents of this District;


(2)
that the officers notify the Department of Culture, Media and Sport by the 24 October 2008; and


(3)
that the capital allocation of £19,454 is used to undertake surveys on the Sir James Altham Swimming Pool.

EX64/08
MORTGAGE ADVANCES -   INTEREST RATE

The Committee considered the rate of interest charged on mortgages granted by the Council.


The reason for the recommendation was that the Council was required to set the mortgage interest rate charged on mortgages granted by the Council.

RESOLVED:-


(1)
t  hat the Council declares a local average rate of 0% from 1 October 2008; and 


(2)
that the rate of interest for variable mortgage advances made prior to 3 October 1980 remains at 6.89%.

EX65/08
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED:-



that under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.  It has been decided by the Council that in all the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.


LEISURE AND COMMUNITY

EX66/08
CHORLEYWOOD YOUTH CLUB


The Committee considered writing off £5,250 rent arrears owed by Chorleywood Youth Club.

RESOLVED:-


(1)
that   the writing off of £5,250 rent arrears accrued by Chorleywood Youth Club be approved;


(2)
that this proposal is subject to agreement with Chorleywood Youth Club that they will sign their new lease together with an agreement to pay the balance of the sum agreed over eight quarters;


  (3)
that p  ublic access to the report be denied until Council agenda publication; and

  (4)
that public access to the decision be immediate.

CHAIRMAN
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