EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 21 JULY 2008

  

  SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE –   10 JUNE 2008
PART   I -  

   DELEGATED
9b.  
  THE HOUSING RENEWAL GRANTS (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 AND THE DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS (MAXIMUM AMOUNT AND ADDITIONAL PURPOSES (ENGLAND) ORDER 2008

(DCES  ) 

1.
Summary
1.1
To report on the increase of the maximum   Disabled Facilities Grant that must be paid and the new discretion for Local Authorities to impose a limited charge on adapted properties of owner occupiers if it is sold within 10 years.
2.
Details

2.1
Changes to Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG) policy were announced as part of Lifetime Homes, Lifetime Neighbourhoods – a National Strategy for Housing in an Ageing Society.  This was launched in February 2008 along with a separate stand alone document setting out the response to the DFG consultation to improve programme delivery; the Package of Changes to Modernise the Programme.
2.2
The changes to DFGs encompassed by the new Regulations and Order were recommended by the Independent study of the Disabled Facilities Grant programme. Local Authorities were informed on 8 May that the Regulations and Order will have effect from 22 May.

2.3 Details of the changes to DFGs are:

· Amending the current means test so that applicants on housing benefit, council tax benefit, working tax credit and with an income below £15,050 and children’s tax credit and with an income below £15,050 will automatically be eligible for a grant.
· Working tax credit and child tax credit payments will be disregarded as income and earnings for purposes of means testing.

· The maximum amount of grant that must be paid is raised from £25,000 to £30,000
· Local Authorities will have the discretion to impose a limited charge on adapted properties of owner occupiers if it is sold within ten years. The local housing authority may demand the repayment by the recipient of such part of the grant that exceeds £5000 (but may not demand an amount in excess of £10,000).  As there will be no increase in grant to Local Authorities from the Department of Communities and Local Government to accommodate the increased maximum grant amount, the discretion to impose a charge is designed so that such income can then be utilised to fund the increased expenditure.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
To   utilise the DFG capital budget most effectively the Council impose the limited charge on adapted properties and demand repayment by the recipient of such part of the grant that exceeds £5000 but not an amount in excess of £10,000. 
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Three Rivers Housing Renewal Policy and was agreed on  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 23 November 2004.   
  5.
Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website. .
  5.1
None specific.

6.
Financial Implications
6.1
  None specific. Currently the capital budget for DFG’s comprises of £154,000 grant and £246,000 Council funding. The DCLG grant will not be increased to accommodate the increased maximum grant limit.  Any income from the demand for repayment by the recipient of such part of the grant that exceeds £5000 but not an amount in excess of £10,000 will be used to assist DFG funding from the capital budget. The potential income from this cannot be predicted.  
7.
Risk Management Implications
7.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk. The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

7.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Environmental Health service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

7.3
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.

7.4
There are no risks to the Council in rejecting the recommendation.

8.  
Recommendation

8.1
That this report is noted and any comments referred to Executive Committee.  

  

  

To Executive Committee:
  


  8.2

Council impose the limited charge on adapted properties and demand repayment by the recipient of such part of the grant that exceeds £5000 but not an amount in excess of £10,000. 


Report prepared by: Gloria Gillespie, Residential Standards Manager




Ted Massey, Chief Environmental Health Officer  

Background Papers

The Housing Renewal Grants (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008

The Disabled Facilities Grants (Maximum Amount and Additional Purposes (England) Order 2008.  
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