








Appendix1

Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre




Service Level Agreement with Three Rivers District Council, 2005/2006

Sponsors/partners of the Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre will benefit from the following services:

1. Biological recording and database management

The HBRC service allows for approximately 60% of available time to be spent on developing and maintaining the HBRC database, including work with voluntary bodies and others to acquire data, support of agreed Biodiversity Action Plan targets (revised 2005), related survey projects, and support of the Wildlife Sites Project.   Much of this essential cornerstone of the service is in effect underwritten by the contribution of Hertfordshire County Council (approximately £110,000 in 2005/2006). This in turn supports the delivery of an intelligent and expert advisory service. Where possible, a proportion of the contribution from other local authority sponsors also contributes to the resources to be used for this purpose.

2. Ecological Advisory Service

The core advisory service is offered to District/Borough sponsors on demand and will be:

· Monitoring planning applications for ecological implications, especially relating to identified or potential Wildlife Sites, or sites with protected species.

· Site assessments and basic planning responses from the above, including initial site visits and meetings.

· Provision of outline advice on site management.

· Production of outline briefs and ecological information for the production of site management plans.

· Comments on and inputs to Local Plans, Biodiversity Action Plans and Nature Conservation Strategies etc.

· Support, advice and ongoing improvement to LDD Annual Monitoring Report.

· Attendance at and support of local environmental fora, by agreement.

3. Limitations of the SLA

In order to maintain control over quality of service, allocation of resources and the potential demand for advisory services, the following guidelines will be followed:

· A single piece of work under the SLA will not normally exceed three working days (a limit which experience suggests covers some 90% of advisory work).

· If it is likely that such a piece of work will exceed this limit, a separate agreement for supplying the work may be required.

· The HBRC’s standard cost-recovery rate for local authority sponsors will normally apply under contracts (2005/2006 = £40.00 p/h), but in the event of outside expertise being bought in, it may be necessary for this to be varied.

In general, the following kinds of work will not fall within the SLA:

· Detailed site or species surveys requiring more than one or two days, or 

· monitoring programmes.

· Extensive management plans

· Major impact assessments or environmental statements

· Strategic ecological studies

· Representations at public inquiries or hearings.

4.
Monitoring

· The HBRC will supply a report quarterly on work undertaken under the SLA.

