How to get to The Withey Beds
Local Nature Reserve
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By train:
The Withey Beds is less than a ten minute walk
from Moor Park tube station.

By Bus:
There are regular buses to Rickmansworth.
Contact Traveline for information on 0870 6802608.
For general information contact
Three Rivers District Council on 01923 776611.
www.threerivers.gov.uk

The Countryside Management Service
works with communities across Hertfordshire
to help them care for and enjoy the environment.
Telephone 01727 848168.
www.hertsdirect.org/cms

Produced by Fitzpatrick Woolmer Design - 01634 711 771

favours ancient woodlands

8

seen its range expand. It

Northwood

10

beetle which has recently

The Withey Beds

A4

The oak jewel beetle is a rare

A

4

Roesel’s Bush
Cricket

0

buzzing of the males in the distance.

12

4

just hear the high pitched, continuous,

A4

25

Rickmansworth

July and October and you may

Solitary Bee

0

25

A

4

M

M1

unable to fly. However,

4

Roesel’s bush crickets

Oak Jewel Beetle

The Withey Beds

A Local Nature Reserve in
Rickmansworth

What can you find?

Why is the Local Nature Reserve so important?
Throughout the 20th century wetlands have greatly

declined within the district, as well as on a national scale.
A drier county, changes in land use and urban

development have all contributed to this. As such The

Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is one of the few
remaining wetlands in Hertfordshire.

The LNR also offers a variety of habitats and supports

some fascinating plants and animals, particularly birds
and insects which are characteristic of swamp and fen.
Both of these facts help to make The Withey Beds a
distinctive and valuable natural resource.

The diversity of habitats include wet woodland, mature

n

standard trees, swamp, marsh, drier grassland, standing
and fallen dead wood, open ditches and the River Colne.
It is this diversity which provides an ideal breeding
ground for migratory birds and other species.

Why is The Withey Beds called The Withey Beds?
‘Withey bed’ is an old English term used to describe the
growing of different species of willow for coppicing.

They once formed an important part of the local village
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Four invertebrates which are of a high national

Nature Reserve. These are the oak jewel beetle, a soldier
fly, a solitary bee and Roesel’s bush cricket.
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