
COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE - 26 FEBRUARY 2008
5.
SETTING THE COUNCIL TAX

(DCR)

1.
Summary

1.1
This report allows the Council to set the Council Tax for 2008/2009.

2.
Background

2.1 The Council at its meeting on 19 February 2008:-

2.1.1
Approved a General Fund revenue budget for 2008/2009 of £12,844,821.

2.1.2
Noted that, at its meeting on 7 January 2008, the Executive Committee calculated the following amounts for the year 2008/2009 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:-


(a)
38,151.08 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year.


(b)
Parts of the Council’s area:-

	Abbots Langley
	8,072.74

	Chorleywood
	5,998.48

	Croxley Green
	5,316.25

	Sarratt
	1,086.88

	Watford Rural
	7,814.62

	Unparished Area
	9,862.11



being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 of the regulations, as the amounts of its Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

2.1.3
Calculated the following amounts for the year 2008/2009 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:-

	(a)
	£53,872,854
	being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2)(a) to (e) of the Act.

	
	
	

	(b)
	£41,028,033
	being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3)(a) to (c) of the Act.

	
	
	

	(c)
	£12,844,821
	being the amount by which the aggregate at 2.1.3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 2.1.3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act, as its budget requirement for the year.

	
	
	

	(d)
	£5,641,897
	being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its general fund in respect of redistributed non-domestic rates and revenue support grant, decreased by the amount of the sums which the Council estimates will be transferred in the year to its collection fund from its general fund in accordance with Section 97(3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (Council Tax Deficit), and increased by the amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant to the Collection Fund (Community Charges) Directions under Section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 made on 7 February 1994 (Community Charge Surplus). 

	
	
	

	(e)
	£188.80
	being the amount at 2.1.3(c) above less the amount at 2.1.3(d) above, all divided by the amount at 2.1.2(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year.

	
	
	

	(f)
	£2,415,831
	being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act.

	
	
	

	(g)
	£125.48
	being the amount at 2.1.3(e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 2.1.3(f) above by the amount at 2.1.2(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of the area to which no special item relates.


	(h)
	Parts of the Council’s Area
	£

	
	Abbots Langley
	184.55

	
	Chorleywood
	190.34

	
	Croxley Green
	203.12

	
	Sarratt
	183.44

	
	Watford Rural
	183.00

	
	Unparished
	188.81


	
	
	being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 2.1.3(g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to the dwellings in those parts of the Council’s area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at 2.1.2(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.


	
	
	

	(i)
	
	

	
	Valuation Bands

	Parts of the
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Council’s Area
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Abbots Langley
	123.03
	143.54
	164.04
	184.55
	225.56
	266.57
	307.58
	369.10

	Chorleywood
	126.89
	148.04
	169.19
	190.34
	232.64
	274.94
	317.23
	380.68

	Croxley Green
	135.41
	157.98
	180.55
	203.12
	248.26
	293.40
	338.53
	406.24

	Sarratt
	122.29
	142.68
	163.06
	183.44
	224.20
	264.97
	305.73
	366.88

	Watford Rural
	122.00
	142.33
	162.67
	183.00
	223.67
	264.33
	305.00
	366.00

	Unparished
	125.87
	146.85
	167.83
	188.81
	230.77
	272.73
	314.68
	377.62


	
	
	being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 2.1.3(h) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.


2.2
The decisions made by the Council on 19 February 2008 dealt only with the District and Parish charge and to this needs to be added the precepts from the Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Police Authority.

3.
Details

3.1
Major Precepting Authorities

The Hertfordshire Police Authority meets on 22 February 2008 and the Hertfordshire County Council on 26 February 2008 to determine their budgets.  Recommendation 9.1 will be tabled at the meeting when the precepts have been confirmed.
3.2
Total Charge for Each Area and Each Band

This is derived by adding the figures in paragraph 2.1.3(i) (District and Parish Charge) to recommendation 9.1 (Major Precepting Authorities) to give a total charge on each area for each band.


(Cross Reference: Recommendation 9.2 below).

4
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
4.1 The report is made to set the Council Tax for 2008/2009.

5
Policy/Budget
5.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.

6
Staffing, Equal Opportunities, Community Safety, Risk Management, Website,  Customer Services Centre and Environmental Implications
6.1
None specific.
7.
Financial Implications
7.1
Applying the charges will generate the income required to meet County Council, Police Authority, District and Parish Councils’ expenditure after discounts and non-payment, allowance for which has been included in the Council Tax Base.

7.2
The Council is setting its Council Tax charges at the earliest opportunity (i.e. as soon as possible after the County Council is expected to set its charges). This is done to enable billing to take place at the earliest opportunity thus maximising cash-flow.

8.
Legal Implications
8.1
This report and its recommendations comply with the requirements of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
9.
Recommendations

9.1
That it be noted that for the year 2008/2009 the Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Police Authority have stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwelling shown below:-

	
	Valuation Bands

	Precepting
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Authority
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Hertfordshire 

County Council
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hertfordshire 

Police Authority
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


9.2
That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 2.1.3(i) and 9.1 above, the Council in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2008/2009 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	
	Valuation Bands

	Parts of the
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Council’s Area
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Abbots Langley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chorleywood
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Croxley Green
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sarratt
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Watford Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unparished
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Report Prepared by: 

David Gardner - Director of Corporate Resources

Susan Townshend – Exchequer Services Manager

Background Papers:

Local Government Finance Act 1992 and Regulations made thereunder.

Council minutes concerning the budget for 2008/2009.

Report to Executive Committee – 7 January 2008 - The Council Tax Base.

Notification from Communities and Local Government concerning Revenue Support Grant and Non-Domestic Rate Redistribution.

Notification of Parish Precepts, County Council and Police Authority Precepts.

